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To the Honourable The KNIGHTS, CITIZENS, and BURGESSES, 
in Parliament aflembled. 



The Fifth REPORT of the Commissioners, 

appointed to enquii'e into the Fees, Gratuities, Perquifites, 
and Emoluments, which are or have been lately received in 
certain Public Offices in Ireland', and alfo, to examine into 
any Abufes which may exift in the fame ; and into the prefent 
Mode of receiving, colledHng, ifluing, and accounting for 
Public Money in Ireland. 



W HEN the refignatiori of our late colleague, Mr. Jackfon, left us 
without further hope of the affiftaiice which we had expedted to 
derive from his extenfive knowledge and experience in matters of Excife, 
we loft no time in direfting our attention to this arduous and intricate 
fubjedt. 

On a view of the different .fources of this Revenue in Ireland, we could 
not fail to be imprefted with the ftipenor importance of the Duties on 
home-made Spirits or -ftrong Waters, the collediion and management 
of which, we ffiall therefore make the lubjedl of a feparate Report. 

It feems expedient, in the ftrft place, fhortly to defcribe the procefs of 
Diftillation from Grain, as pradtifed in L-eland. This defcription will 
include an explanation of fuch technical terms, as we ffiall hereafter have 
bccafion to employ. The grain ufed in Diftillation is ground and put into 
a veffel, called the Maffi Kieve, and then mixed with 'a quantity of hot 
water, for the purpofe of extradling the farinaceous part of the grain j 
this procefs is called the Firft Maffiing, and the produce or extradl when 
drawn off, the Firft Worts; nearly equal quantities of hot water are 
afterwards, at two feveral times, in, like manner added and drawn off, co»- 
ftituting the Second and Third Maffiings, and producing the Second and 
Third Worts, which laft are termed alfo Small Worts,' and are commonly 
ufed inftead of water for the firft Maffiing of the next Brewing. Three 
Maffiings are called a Brewing. The firft and fecond Worts are.paffed 
from the Kieve into large ffiallow veffels called Coolers ; and when fuf- 
ficiently cooled, run into a veflel called a Back, where they retain the 
name of Worts, until fermentation is excited by the addition of Yeaft or 
Barm, when they become Waffi or Pot Ale. - The gravity of Worts, pre- 
vious to fermentation, is confiderably greater than that of w'ater, but is 
^^4* O 0 2 nearly 
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(Ireland.)— Fifth REFORt of the COMMISSIONERS [Exdfe. 
ceeriy equal when they have been luIFicieutly attenuated by-fermentatiou. 
With this Wath or Pot Ale the Stiil is charged, and the produce is termed 
Low Wines or Singlings. The Stdl is afterwards charged with Low 
Wines or Singlings, and jiroduces Sjurits, which run off into the Spirit 
Cask, until their ftrength falls below that which is fuited to the Diftillers 
market ; tli.e ftroiiger part of the refidue is then run off and mixed with 
the -Singlings, as is the weaker part, properly called Feints, with the 

pot Ale. ■ rr c 

At fo early a period as the reign of Charles II. the neceffity of guarding 
the Duties of Kxcife on home-made Spirits by Regulations and Reftric- 
tions on the Maiunkaurer, feems to have been well underftood, and the 
fyftem then eftablilhed ' has become the foundation of the feveral Laws, 
which have been fiiice eimaed -for the proteaion of that branch of the 
']3ubHc Income. 

,4&i5 C.II. C.8. . 15 y an Exci'fe Aa palTed in tliat reign, the Diftiller was required to make 

-a Weekly Entry at tlie Officd of Excife in his Diffiria, of the quantity and 
'quality of the Spirits diftilled, and to pay to the Excife a Weekly Duty 
thereon under certain penalties. He was alio required to admit the Ganger 
to enter his premifes as well by night as by day. It was" the duty of this 
Officer to gauge the veffels, and take an account of the quantity of Spirits 
diitilled, and to make a Return thereof to the Commiffioners of Excife; 
which Return or Report became the charge on the Diftiller, provided it 
exceeded the Diftiller’s entry made at the Excife Office. The Com- 
rriiiiioncrs w'ere empowered to compound with the Diftillei for his Ixxcife 
'Duty for twelve mouths, at fuch rates, to be paid monthly, as they fliould 
think fit ; and during fuch compofition, the Diftiiler was difcharged from 
making' any ■ entry at the Excife Office, and relieved from the Officer’s 
vilits. 

3, Geo. III. C. ,6. By a Revenue Aa, paffed in the year 1791, 'ivhich repealed all former 

Aas relating to Diftilieries' (except as to the recovery of fines and penal- 
ties) it was provided, 

“ That no perfon fhould ufe or keep a Still unlefs licenfed by one or more 
“ of the 'Commiffioners of Excife, and that the name and abode of the 
Diftiller, the number and contents of the -Still, Veffels, &c. and the 
‘‘ place in which the Dlftillery was fituate, fliould be regiftered in the 
“ Excife Office of the Diftridt. 

“ That no Licence fliould be granted to . a Diftiller unlefs in fome 
“ Town where a Weekly Market was held, or where a Gauger was 
“ cftabliffied. 

■ That the Diftiller fliould enter into Bond with two Sureties, to -work 
■“ one hundred and twelve days during the continuance of his Licenfe, 
“ and to p-ay all the Duties ; but with liberty to difcontinue work at any 
time after twenty-eight days, on ferving fix days previous notice on 
“ the Colleaor, Surveyor, and G-auger ; and that at the expiration 
“ thereof, the Still fliould be locked, and from Stills that were under one 
“ tliouliinJ gallons content, the Worm he taken down. 

' “ Tiiat after the 29th September, fubfequeiit to the paffirig of the AS, 
‘‘ no' Siill of a lefs content than five hundred gallons fliould be licenfed; 
“ but that until then. Stills of two hundred gallons might be licenlcd. 

■■ “ That for the firft twenty-five days work the Stills fliould be charged 
as under : 

“ Stills 
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Stills of -300 Gallons Content with 20 Charges of Singlings or Tow Wines, 
^00 D° with 15 IT O'* 

1000 D* with 13 • D’ D“ 

and fo in proportion for any greater number of days that the Still was 
worked ; but that in all cafes Duty fhould be paid for the quantity of 
» Spirits aaually produced.— That on Com Wafh, the charges ihoiild be 
computed at the rate of nine gallons of Walh to three gallons of Sing- 
lings or Low Wines,- and three gallons of Low Wines to one gallon of 
“ Spirits, dedudting one-twelfth of the content of the Still for liberty to 
work.; and that on the decreafe of Corn- V/alh one-ninth, and ot 
Sincrlings one-third of the decreafe fhould be charged as Spirits. 

“ That on Wafh made from Sugar, Molafies, or decayed Wines, One-- 
“ third part fhould be charged as 'Singlings or Low Wines, and one-fixtii 
part as Spirits ; and on luch Low Wines half the ^[uaatity. fhould he 
charged as Spirits, with the lame allowance for liberty of the Still 
“ to work, — That an allowance of eight-per-cenU on the amount of the 
“ Duties fhould be made to Stills of 500 gallons and under 1000 gallons -; 
“ and of 16-per-cent, to Stills of 1000 gallons and upwards .— -1 hat all 
Corn Wafli fliould be diftilied in feven days, including the day of brewing 



“ and air Sugar or Molaffes Wafh in fourteen days. — That no Back or 
other VeiTel ufed for fermenting any Pot Ale or Wafh, fhould be of lefs 
“ content than four hundred gallons ; n-or fhould any lefs quantity of Pot 
Ale or Wafh than four hundred gallons, be put. into or fet in any Back, 
Cooler, or VeiTel, at any one time ; and that no VefTel fhould be ufed to 
“ contain Low \Vines or Singlings, which fliould be of a lefs content than 
the charge of the Still. — That no Diftiller fhould brew Small Beer, 
» .or Ale, for fale.”— That in a Minute Book kept in the Diftiliery fhould 
“ be entered, by every vifiting OfEicsr, tli'e particulars of each viht made 
by. him ; and that a licen-fed Diftiller paight enter and feize 'unUcenfed 
“ Stills, and fpUl all Pot Ale and Wafh in like manner as.-a Revenue 
“ Officer, and fhould be entitled to receive half of the penalties recovered. 
There was a variety of other claufes inflidHng penalties on concealment of 



*43 



Wafh, Spirits, &c. 

The provifions of the Statute of 1791 havebeen continued, from time 
to time, to the prefent day with little variation, except in the number of 
charges, which, on a Still of 500 -galions content, was increaled in ■ 

1797 to 23 Charges of Singlings for every 25 working days c, i-jj_ ^.^6. 

1 804 to 34 D'’ D 44 G. III. c. 103. 

iSo5to’50 t)“ for every 24 working days. ' 450.111.0.104. 

The laft A< 51 , in addition to the above alteration, introduced a provifion ■ 
by which -the Diftiller was made cha'rgeabl'e with Duty for not lefs than 
■thirty-two working weeks, or one -hundred and ninety-two woikingdays 
’during the continuance of his Licence (with liberty, however, to vacate it 
..after the. expiration of eight weeks from its commencement, on giving 
fourteen days notice) ; and contained a claufe prohibiting the Diftiller 
from working on Sunday, the omiffion of which in the laft Diftiliery Aft 46G.1n-c.88. 
has been conftrued to be a permiffion to that efe6t. By an A6t paffed in 46 g. iil c . 56. 
June 1806, the ebargek Were- incre-afed -to 56 for every 24 working days; 

■ and by a fubfequent AB of the fame year, which took cffcB from the 29th 46 g. hi. c. 88. 
September laft, to feventy- four charges for every four weeks or 28 running 
davs ; and the Diftiller Xvas mitde chargeable- with Duty for not lefs than 

./124. 
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fhirty-tv.-o week?, or two hundred and twenty-four running days, with 
liberty to vacate his Licence, but not until twenty-four weeks after its 
commencement. We have noticed only, the variations made with rcfpe 61 
-to-a 500 gallon Still.; but-Stilis -of the larger fizes were -at the fame times 
Appendix, i. relpectively iul)je6ted to an increafe of charges. We were not able, how- 
•cver, to difeover, that an uniform fvRem of apportioning thefe charo-es had 
-Appendix, N° 2. at any tinje obtained: and we fi-nd between -a Still of 1750 gallons and 
•one ot 1500 gallons, a dilterence of four charges; and between a Still of 
iooo gallons and-o-ne of ys’^t ^ difference of fix charges; and in all other 
-cafes, a difference-of .two charges -only for each gradation of 250 gallons 
of the Sdli content. 

45i;.ni. c. 104. By the A£t of 1805, and -the A6ls of laft year, -Stills were diredted to 
m'c 8g' fotraed in certain proportions, viz. with a diameter, taken in the 
-broadeft j>art, not exceeding three times the altitude. Of Stills formed 
-according to thefe dimenfions it will be found, that the fmaller expofe a 
•greater iurface to the fire in propojtion to their content ; the extent of 
furface expofed to the fire would therefore probably fornifli die beff cri- 
-ferion of the relative powers of Stills, if all were of an uniform depth. 

It has been iuggefted to us, that as the imprefllon of firs on the fidos 
^or circular furface of Stills, may be taken to equal one-fourth of that 
made on the bottom, at leaf; an uniform, if not a correct, rule, for efii- 
.mating the relative powers of Stills as they have ufually been fet, mio-ht 
be obtained by adding one-fourth of the fide to the furface of the 
■bottom. 

Appendix, N* 3. We annex a Scheme of Charges calculated upon this principle, and 'a 
Appciidix, N' 2. 7 ’able of the Charges now impofed by Law, for the purpofe of Ihcwing 
that there are grounds to queftion the accuracy of the prefent gradation of 
charges ; but we mufl; remark, that as the depths are greater in the laro-er 
Stills, a calculation formed Iblely on this principle would probably be in- 
icorredl -; and -the aid of experiments -fkilfully condudled, would be requi- 
fite to determine the degree or proportion in which the depth fhould be 
taken into calculation with the furface expofed. 

46G.nLc.56. The DiRillery Ad of June 1806 took away the difeount (before al- 
lowed) of 8-per-cent, on the Duties from all Stills under 1000 gallons, 
.and transferred it to Stills of 1000 gallons and under 1500 gallons, and 
-continued the difeount of i 6-per-cent, (before allowed to Stills of looo 
gallons) to fuch as were of 1 500 gallons or upwards. This alteration, with 
refped to the dilcount, operates on Stilfs under 1500 gallons, as an increafe 
of charge to the extent of 8-per-cent, and fo far removes the apparent 

46G.111.C.88. -difpr-oportion of charges. Under the provifions of the laft DiRillery Ad, 
the Difliller is charged for any decreafe of Wafli or Pot Ale made from 
Corn, with a -quantity of Singlings, calculated at the rate of one gallon of 
Singlings for every four gallons of ' Wafh or Pot Ale, and with two gallons 
-of Spirits for every five gallons of Singlings ; and by the fame Ad the 
Still charge, which is the quantity fuppofed at each time to be put into 
the Still, is eftimated by making a dedudion, for Wafo of one-tenth,, and 
-for Singlings of one-eighth of the full content of the Still, for liberV to 
Avork ; i. e, the allowance of Ipace requifite for ebullition, without which 
the ingredients would be liable to boil over info the Worm, and, as Dif- 
, tillers term it, the Still ruxi foui. By the Still charge fo eftimated, arc 
afeertained both the amount of the monthly or .four weeks charges of 

Singlings, 
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Sin^^liiigs, and -the charge of Duty when drawn or computed from Still 
charges. This A£l dire6led that Feints llioiild not be of greater flreiigth 
than eighty-five-per-centum under proof, and that any liquor declared as 
Feints, found to be of greater ftrength, fiioukl be charged as Singlings ; and 
further, that all Feints Ihould be either fpilled or mixed with the Pot Ale 
Qf Wafh in the prefence of the Ofncer ; and that for any decreafe of 
Feints, not juftihed by the quantity fo Ipilled or mixed, the Diftiller fliould 
be charged w'ith one gallon of Spirits for every three gallons of Feints. 

The Diftillers generally complain that they cannot make one gallon of 
Singlings from four of Wafh, nor two of Spirit from live of Singlings, and 
that the dedudlion made- for liberty to work is infufficient. 

As the principal Diflilieries of Ireland are htuated in Dublin, and the 
Officer’s duty is nearly uniform throughout every part of the country, and 
a general remove had taken place in the year it)04, we w-ere of opinion 
that, without withdrawing the Country Officers from their Rations, the 
objedl of our enquiries would be fufficiently aniwered by the examination 
of luch as we found refident in Dublin-. By thefe examinations it appears, 

-that a Gauger was appointed to each Diftillery, and a Surveyor to a Survey 
in which might be one or more Diflilieries. Thefe were the Officers im- 
mediately in charge ; there were, befidcs, two Infpeffors General, who took 
charge of the Diftridl of Dublin, one of the northern, the other of the 
ibnthern part. 

It was the duty .of the Infpedlors General to take the dimenfious of ail Appendix, 
Stills in their refpedlive Diftrifls, to fee that they were conformable to 
•the fhape required bv -Law, and to afcertain the content by filling them with 
water ; and to gauge and tabulate all the veffels ufed in the Diftillery 
.(excej)tthe Mafii Kieves and Co{)pers, and make a return of thefe particu- 
lars upon oath to the Board, before a Licence could be granted to any DIG 
tiller. The feveral, dimenfions and correfponclent contents of the veffels Appendix, N» 5 
were then entered in a book called a Tabulation Book, of which four 
copies were made, and the Gauger, Surveyor, Inf|je6l:or, and Examiner of 
Gaugers and Surveyors Books, had each one. It appears that frequent at- Appendix, N” 4, 
tempts were made to deceive the Iiifpeflor in afcertaining the contents of 
Stills, by lining them with copper-coloured tiles, and introducing other 
fubftances for the purpofe of leffening their apparent content ; too great, 
circumfpeflion, therefore, cannot be ufed by the Officer in the execution 
of this moft important branch of his duty. It feems, however, that except 
on the application of the DifHllej', re-meafurements werefeldom taken, not-. 
withRanding the inRruffions of the Board of Excife on that head : this 
omiffion, confidering the variety of frauds that have come to light, and 
the probability that many have remained undetefled, feems to us ex- 
tremely reprehenfible. When any accident happened to a Still, or any Appendix, N*4. 
alteration had taken place, the DiRiller was required to give -notice to the 
Infpeflor, w'ho, if the accident or alteration was fuch as might make any 
■change in the capacity of the Still, re-meafured it. Upon every meafure- 
ment or re-meafurement of the body or head of a Still at the requifition of Appendix, 

the DiRiller, the Infpedlor received from him a fee of 20 and in fome N^^4. 12. 

inftances 40 guineas, and luch re-meafiirements appear to. have been fre- 
quent. The Infpeflor was required to fee that the Surveyors and Gaugers 
under him were well acquainted with their duty, and executed it pro- 
.pcrly, and to examine the \v.eekly charge vouchers -of thefe Officers ; but 

. 24. more 
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more cfpecially to make frequent check Hilpeflions of the Diftilkrics in his 
Diftria. Thefe inipeflioiis were generally made about once a week, but 
never at night, unlefs in cafes of fjjecial information. After taking this 
view of the Infpeaor’s duty, we cannot refrain from ))ointing out the 
Marine impropriety of permitting an Officer To receive, under any |)re- 
-tence whatever, a fee for the execution of a duty, the principal objeS of 
which is, to check and controul the conduft of thofe from whom the 
fee is received. Although corruption, and neglea of duty, feem un- 
avoidably to flow from fuch an intercourfe between the Officer and the 
Trader, we by no means wifh to infill that this circamftahee has in- 
fluenced the contlua of the Infpeaors, particularly when we reflea, that in 
:a retuni maSe to the Board of Excife and to Government in 1802, and 
again to the Board of E.xcife in 1804, this fource of emolument to the 
office of Infpeaor was dilliiiaiy reported ; and till the laft Dillillery 
Aa, continued to fubfift without meeting either difapprobation or cor- 
•rtftion. 

appendix, N" s. ■ A book, called the Minute Book, always remained in the Diftillery for 
the iBlijeaion of the vifiting Officers. This book was divided into columns 
for the* feveral veffcls ufed for containing Worts, Pot Ale, Singlings, 
Appendix, Spirits, and Feints, and numbered correfpondently ; and in thefe columns 

N“ 6, 7. were entered the dips of the feveral veffcls. The dip was taken by the per- 

pendicular immerfion of a rule, and a reference to the Tabulation Book 
, . . , the quantity contained in any veflel, according to the inches of the 

dip. In the Cooler, whofe extent renders a greater degree of declenfion 
requifite, the dip w-as taken in a particular fpot or average dipping place. 
It was the duty of the Surveyor to vifit the Diftillery once every day, 
svhich he ufuaily did before one in the afternoon, but never at- night. At 
each vifit he took, from the dips of the feveral v'effels, an account of all 
Worts, Walh, Singlings, Feints, and Spirits, Ihewn in the Diftillery, 
Ap,p:ndix, The particulars of each vifit he entered in the Minute Book. He was 

N"s. 8,9, 10, II. alfb required to examine and fign the weekly voucher returned by the 
Gauver to the Colleclor, as the charge on the Diftiiler. It was the 
Gaugers duty to vifit the Diftillery three times each day, except Sunday, 
when one was fofficient. The Gauger at every vifit, except thofe made 
■on Sunday, required the Diftiiler to exhibit all the ve-ffels or utenfils in the 
Diftillery, and to declare the ftate of each, whether empty or -contaming 
liquor. Fie then entered in proper columns of the Minute Book, the day 
and hour of his vifit, the ftate of each veffel, and the dips of fuch as con- 
tained liquor, afeertain'ed by wet inches ; as alfo the degree of fermenta- 
tion in the feveral Backs, the ftate of the Still, -whether filent or charged, 
and ifehaVgod, whether with Waftidr Singlings; and tranlcri-bed the jiat- 
ticulars into his Stock Book, which in thele refpeas was an exaS dupli- 
cate or copy of the Minute Book. At his vifits he was required to tafle 
the Worts, Walh, Singlings, .Feints, and Spirits, to' fee that they were 
fuch as declared, and that nU fraudulent . renewal of the, Backs had taken 
place. Any accu.-ate account of Worts taken frofl-i the Cooler would fur- 
iiilh an important check npOB the fublequent operations,- and the Gaugers 
were required to take dips for this pu'rpofe:; 'but it feems that this part of 
the dutv was almoft entirely negledled, under the perluafion that it w'OuU 
not afford any efficient check. The dally charge Was -drawn, either from 
the decreafe of Wafh, the decreafe of Singlings-, the ihcreafe of Spirits, or 
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the Still charge, which ever was found to give the liigheft charge of Duty ; 

■but in making up the weekly charge from the decrcafc of VVafli, a deduc- 
tion was allowed for the Singlings on hand. Every decreafe of Wafli or of 
Singlings, except it was \ ery inconfiderable, or could be fliewn to have 
arifen from accident, was confidered as proof that the Still had been 
worked. The charges of Duty drawn from the decreafe of Wafli or iu- 
crcafe of Spirits, were found to give nearly an equal reliilt ; but the charge 
from the decreafe of Singlings was generally lei's by oue-fomth ; in fail 
it appears, as well from the ftatements made to us as from the books we 
have had occafion to inlpefl:, that the account of Singlings was entirely 
fiflitious ; and contidering what continual variations of increafe and dimi- 
nution Singlings undergo in the Officer’s abfence, it does not feem that fljch N’-T's,"'? 
an account could have been otherwife than incorredt. 

A negledl of the regulations relpefting Feints feems generally to have 
prevailed, for w'e could not find that their ftrength had been in any in- 
ftance tried, or that any charge had been made from them agaiuft the Dif- 
tiller, v/here the decreafe was not juftilied by their having been mixed with 
Pot Ale, or fpilled in prefence of an Officer. 

In dipping the veffels, both the Gauger and Surveyor appear to have Appendix, 
been frequcntly in the habit of permitting the Diftiller or his fervants to ufe N” 6, y, 8, 9’ 10. 
the rule. 

As it is evident that nothing could tend more direflly to facilitate the 
frauds prafliled by the Diftiller, for the purpofe of leffening the dip of his 
veffels, we cannot too ftrongly cenfure a degree of negligence fo manifeftly 
hazardous to the Revenue. 

The Gauger made a daily computation of the number of gallons by Appendix, N- 5. 
which (he Wafli appeared to have been decreafed in the courfe of each 
(lav, and having calculated its produce in Spirits, after the proportions 
pointed out by Law, entered the quantity of each in the proper columns 
of his Stock Book. 

The daily increafe of Spirits, if any, was found by adding to the flock 
on hand the quantity permitted out during the day ; and the ftock of 
the |>receding day being dedudled, the balance became the increafe of 
Spirits chargeable, and was in like manner entered in his Stock Book, 

At the dole of the week the Ganger brought the decreale of Waflr, 
j and the Spirits calculated therefrom, to a total in the refj)e<SHve columns 
of -his Stock Book; and to the Spirits added fach further quantity 
as- the preceding week’s ffock of Singlings was calculated to produce.; 
and from this aggregate, deducing the Sjurits' calculatecl from the Sing- 
I lings on hand, he obtained a balance, which was the Wafli charge for 
that week, fie aifo, at the clofe of each week, added to the qiiaiitityof 
: Spirits on hand, the quantity permitted out during that week, and from 
the total deduded the quantity on hand at. the clofe of the preceding week; 
the balance, if not exceeded by the total of the daily Spirit increafe, became 
the Spirit charge for the current week. 

Spirits warehoufed. in the King’s frores were deduded from the quantity, 
chaigeable in the w'eek, and the Duty on the difference only was charo-ed< 

I ^yiien the chargenvas thus madeup againff the piffilier, and the Duty cem- 
I tli.ereon, the jiarticulars were entered in the Stock Book, ai:d trail- 

I kribed into a printed form, called a Voucher, v/hich was figned by the 
i Gauger and Surveyor, and returned to the Collcdor, from the grofs 
I Q q aaeoims 
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arnount of the Uutv, as entered both in the Stock Book and Voucher, the 
difcotmt where allowed, was deduacd. The Gauger alfo returned to the 
Colleaor a weekly Voucher for the Permit Stamp Duty, wh.cn was exa- 
mined attd iitrned by the liifpeaor and Surveyor ; Ite a.lo returned to the 
Permit Office a monthly k’oucher, containing the number ot each Peimtt 
vranted bv him for that mouth, the name of the Diftiller from whom, tne- 
name and I'cfideiice of the perlhn to whom, and the number or calks and 
gallons permuted. All charges by Voucher were requ.retl to be paid 

within fix davs after the dole ot the week, i he Diftider, ,ni the fiift ttiree 
weeks of the' month, was charged each week for the work aSuatly Clone, 
a-d at the clofe of the fourth, if the four weeks work was ihort of the 
monthly charges impofed, the difference was added to tlrat week’s charge; 
if the monthlv charges were exceeded, he w'as charged with the excels, 
it is howc-ve.: .-ennarkable, that in all the Books examined by us, there 
appeared no inftance of any, but the moft trivial, excefs, the 

monthly charges, though the number of workings impofed on the Diftiller, 
has been incmafed more than threefold within the laft two years ; a 
circumftai.ee affording in i.felf a proof of lyftematic fraud and coduiion. 

It appears that the Gaugers three vifits on the week days were uiuajy 
1. made about the fame hour, and rarely earlier than ei^rt m the morning or 
later than nine in the evening; and alfo, that thefe vifits were ufua ly 
■accommodated to the convenience of the Diftiller, who to regulated his 
work as to have his houib a,,parently correa at thole hours; but u the 
time of the Officer's coming was iiiconvement, he went away and returned 
at an appointed hour. It appears alfo, that frequently the entries made m 
their Books were altogether fictitious (more particularly thole of their 
eveninc^ vifits) and written with a preparation of ink eaiv to be dilcharged, 
in orde° to ftibftitute falfe entries. The praaice of umformiy v.fit.ng at 
fo nearlv the fame hours of each day, and never at night, is a defect fo 
obvious'as fcarcely to require any obibrvation from us ; hnce it rs evident 
that the Diftiller, aware of the times at which the Officer wdl be abfent, 
can priiaife fraud on the Revenue with a degree of fecurity that gives 
encouragement to the attempt. The duties of the Officers might be fo 
arranged as that every Diftiller fnould be vifited frequently, and at the 
moft unexpeacd times, throughout the day and night; the Officers .1. 
•I'owps where there are leveral DiftUleries, ffioiild never be placed .1. 

charveof only one, but fhoiild furvey every Diftiller within a redonabls 

diftance. Each Officer might be aalvely employetl at leaft eight hours m 
the four-and-tweiitv, and thofe eight hours might be divided into two at- 
tendances, or furveys, of four hours each, and the duty be fo arranged as to 
adroit of a regular relief; befides which, there might be two or more 
Surveyors, according to the number of the Diftillenes, who, os well as the 
Infpeaors, fliould make frequent furveys and infpeaions at tne molt 
uncertain and unexpeaed times, both of the day and night. By fuch a 
rotation the liveral Officers would operate as a check upon each other, as 
weU as upon the Diftiller, and though fraud might not be entirely prevented, 
the commiffion of it would be rendered more difficult and hazardous. We 
would further fugged, that in Cities and Towns where Diftillenes ate 
fituate a Chamber or Office might be cftablilhed, at which the different 
Officers vifitiiig Diftillcries ffioukl attend with their Stock Books, for the 

mirrclb of having the particulars of their refpeaive vifits extrafled, and 
t entered 
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entered in a Ledger. In this Ledger an Account might be opened for each 

Diftiller, and the charges entered againh them, from the vifiting Officers 

entries, in their Stock Books; the weekly charge againft each Diftlller, 

inio-ht be made up by the Ledger-keepsr, and entered in a Voucher, which 

Ihould be examined and certified by the Surveyor, and returned to the' 

Collector as the charge on the Diftiller. This Ledger might be returned 
monthly to the Examiner of Surveyors and Gaugers books, for the 
purpofe of examination. 

j The Diftillcr is required to give'notice of the time of each brewing or 46G-m.c.3i 
Lanung,aiid the quantity and fpecies of Corn intended to be malhed, and 
it what hour the brewing will be off ; and if a fecond raaffiing of the lame 
inaterials, with an addition of any further quantity of Corn is intended to 
take place, a like notice is to be given ; and if any Corn is brewed in a 
Diftillery without fuch notice, the Worts or Wafh may be fcized, and the 
Difliller is liable to a penalt}-. This notice w'as entered by the Diftiller, in 
a Book lying in the Diftillery for that purpofe. But as the quantity ofCcrn 
is, by tlae diredtion of the Law, to be entered under the denomination of 
(Bufheis, a meafure not in ufe in Ireland, where Corn is fold only by weight, 

' I the fpeciflcation of quantity feems to have lieeti confidered as mere matter 

form. It appears, by the examination of Mr. Forbes, an experienced K*Vz. 

Diftiller, whofe evidence was given to us in a clear and candid manner, and 
to whom we are indebted for much ufeful information, particularly in- 
refpedl to the frauds pradlifed in the Diftilleries, that notice was feldom 
given of more than half the quantity of Corn intended to be ufed. The 
total inattention, on the part of the Officers, to this firft: ftage of the Dif- 
tiller’s operations, is a defea which ffiould be immediately remedied ; and 
the Diftiller, inftead of infertiug in his notice and entry a number of 
bufheis, fhoukl be required to infert the aftual quantity of Corn by weight, 
intended to be mafhed, and for ufing any greater quantity ffiould be fub- 
jed to a penalty. The Diftiller might alfo be required to enter a notice of 
each time the Still was charged, fjiecifying the materials, whether Waffi or 
Singlings, and from what Veftel taken. Thefe notices might be tranfcribed 
into feparate columns of the Officer’s Stock Book, and the quantities of 
Corn, and the number of Still charges of Waffi and Singlings refpedHvely, 
be brought to totals, in like manner as the contents of the other columns of 
his Book ; and the Officers fliould be enjoined to ufe their iitmoft diligence 
to deted falfe notices, as it is obvious, that, if they could obtain a know^- 
•ledge of the quantity of Grain ufed, and the number and contents of the 
Still charges, they might be enabled to form fome judgment of the Waffi 
and Spirits which ought to be produced. 

If the Officer difeovered ajiy error in his charge agamft the Diftiller, he -Appendix, N* $> 
Tcdificd it in a fubfequent charge, without any aj)pUcatloii to or authority 
from the Board, or any fuperior Officer. The particulars of the error, and 
the correction, were always detailed in the Stock Book. This mode or 
proceeding, in cafes of error againft the Diftiller, is obviously liable to abufe. 

The charge, after the Voucher had been returned to the Colle^or, ffiould 
' be fubjedt to no revifion, unlefs with the lan( 5 lion of the Board, and the 
overcharge be corrected only by a.fpecial order. But when the error is 
againft the Revenue, it is right that the Officer, on rpaking the difeovery, 
ffiould immediately corredl it by a furcharge in hi$ Stock Book. 

124. . ■ After 
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5. After the dole of each Excife quarter, ending on the 25th March, 241'^ 
June, 29th September, and 25th December, new Minute and Stock Rooks 
were opened, and the old ones given iiji by the Gauger to the Surveyor 
who delivered them to tbs Examiner of Gaugers and Sur\-eyors Rooks. 

In the new Books, which commenced with the lafl entry in the old, were 
brought forward the number of days the Still had worked during thecur* 
rent month, and the quantity of Spirits for which the Dirdller had become 

6. chargeable with Duly during that time. In like manner, the Minute and 
Stock Books from the Country DiRrids, were direded to be returned after 
the dole of each quarter ; but it aj)pears, that this order was very ill ok. 
ferved, as the Books were often withheld from the Examiner for upi^ ardi 
of four months ; and by thefe means the difeovery of fhort charges on th'r ! 
Diifciller was dda}'ed, until the ri:ne iimited for their recovery had ex]>ired, ; 
It was that OiBcer’s duty to examine the Books, and if any error, occafon. 
ing a fhort charge, was diicovered within lix months, to inform the Board . 
and give notice to the Diftiller, who was required to Ihew caufe withii 
one month, or in default to have a furcharge Voucher made out againft him, 

If the error was againft the DiRiller, the particulars were retu.rned in g 
Voucher to the Commiffioners, wR.o made their order for deducting it in 
future charges. By a ])roviGon of the laft Diftillery Adt, the time limited 
for the recovery of furcharges is extended from fix to nine months, in aidi 
of which, and for the purpoie of accelerating thefe examinations, we re-' 
uoramend that thefe Books, at leafl from the principal Diftrids, fliould bej- 
returned monthly. . 1 

y. Another branch of the Gauger’s duty was the granting Permits for -the' 
removal of Spirits from the Diftillery. Thefe Permits, as we fhaH havej' 
occafion hereafter more fully to oblerve, became the principal means by! 
which the Diftiller was enabled to difiofe of his private or fmu<>:gled 
Spirits. 

The Gauger was furnifhed with a Permit Book, containing printed 
forms of Permits, and their duplicates, whh blanks for the iafertion of 
the number of the Permit ; the walk in which granted ; the name of the 
Diftiller from whom ; the name and refidence of the perfon to whom fent; 
the number of calks and quantity of Spirits ; the date ; the time for which 
the Permit was in force, and from which it commenced, with the name 
of the Officer granting it. The Diftiller, wifliing to i'emo\-e Spirits, gave 
notice in writing to the Gauger of the number of calks and quantity, of 
Spirits, the place W'hither, and the perfon to whom intended to be feat. 
The blanks, of the Permit and duplicate being filled up, the Permit was 
cut out, and delivered to the Diftiller, with a ticket to be pafted on each 
cafk. This Permit accompanied the Spirits to the place of deftination, 
there to be delivered to the Officer of that walk. It was the duty of this 
Officer, immediately on receipt of the Permit, to fee that the.Sj)irits cor^ 
l|efponded therewith, to give a Certificate to the perfon from whom it was 
received, and to a duplicate thereof to annex the Permit. The Certificate 
contained a copy of the Permit, and certified that the Officer had examined 
the Spirits, and Iworn the perfon to 'whom they were fent as to theit 
identity, and that none other were conveyed by virtue of that Permit, and 
ferved as a proteaion to the Spirits for three months ; after which time a 
renewal of the Certificate, became necelTary. The Gauger fometimes at-: 

. tended at the removal, but was not in the habit of taking ftock at that 

time, 
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time, notwithftanding his inftrn< 5 ^ions to that €fFe6l. Permits for Spirits’ 
intended to be warehoufed were in like manner applied for and granted, 
'ifter the Spirits had been lodged in the King’s ftores and gauged by the 
prqjer Officer, a receipt ligned by the Storekeeper, fpecifying the name of 
ti^gperfon ftoringthe Spirits, the number of calks ftored, their refpedlive 
jnarks and numbers, their contents in gallons by gauge, the Ifrength of the' 
Spirits, and the day when received, was given to the Difiiller, and became 
the Gauger’s authority for dedudling that quantity from the weekly charge. 
Of this receipt the Gauger made two copies, one to be watered to his 
Stock Book, the other with the original, to be annexed to the Weekly 
Voucher, and returned to the Colledlor, 

By Law, the liberty of warehoufing Spirits is allowed in certain ports of 
Ireland. Spirits fo warehoufed may be either exported duty free, or taken 
out for home confumption, on payment of the Duties, and intereft thereon, ‘ 
at the rate of lo-per-cent. per annum, from lixty days after the time of 
lloring;. but Spirits which have paid Duty may be exported without being 
warehoufed, and receive a draavback of 5J. ^d. Britilh per gallon; 
and Spirits exported from th& King’s wareboufes a drawback of 10 d. 
Britifn per gallon, in lieu of the Duty on that proportion of Malt, which 
isfuppofed to have been ufed in their manufadlure. We have before men- 
tioned, that the Storekeeper’s receipt was the voucher, on which the 
Officer dccludled from the Diftlllcr’s weekly charge the quantity of Spirits- 
warehoulM in anv week. We are now to add, that it is the Storekeeper’s 
Permit alone which releafes them from ftore, when taken out for home 
confumption ; that uo account of thefe Spirits appears to be kept by the 
ilook-keeper of the ffiorcs ; and that the flock in (lore has not been taken 
by any Check Officer for the laft four years. Having detailed in our Re- 
port on the Cuftoms, the frauds which had prevailed with refpeft to goods 
fiored under Bills of View, and the heavy Ioffes which the Revenue fuftained 
thereby, we cannot but view the prefent manner of warehouling Irilh 
Spirits, and taking them out for home conffimption, as liable, under an 
incorrecl Officer, to fimilar abufes. We do not mean to inlinuate the 
flighted: hifpicion of mifcondu6t in the prefent Officer'; our oblervations 
apply folely to the fyftem, in which it is defirable that every accefs to abufe 
(liould be guarded. To corredl thefe defedls of fyffiem, we recommend,- 
that the DifHller be prohibited from warehouling Spirits except under 
Bond, in like manner as imported goods are ftored and bonded. The Bond 
to be paffed to the Colleflor for the full amount of the Duties, to be paid at 
the time Ipecified, and to be difeharged by the export of the Spirits, or on 
payment of the Duty if taken out for conffimption : that the Book- 
Keeper to the ftores be required to keep an Account of all Spirits ware- 
houfed ; the charge fide to contain the particulars of every parcel of Spirits' 
^ored, and the difeharge lide the Account of their difpofal : that the- 
receipts given by the Storekeeper for Spirits ftored, and all orders for 
their difeharge, be counterligned by the Book-keeper, in proof of his having 
ttaade the proper entries : that the power of granting Permits be no longer- 
left With the Storekeeper : that all Permits to cover Spirits taken out of 
the King’s ftore for conlumption, be granted by-a Permit Office (the 
edablifhmcnt of which we purpofe-to recommend); and -where there, is' 
tto fiich Office, by the Surveyor, on the produdlion of the Colledtor’s 
receipt for the D.utics i that quarterly returns, ligned by the Storekeeper 
^^ 4 - R r ’ and 
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and Book-keeper, be made to the Board of Excife, of all Spirits in 
fpeoifying the names of the proprietors, the quantities, and the time it 
which (lored : that the Exaniiner of the Surveyors and Gaugers Books be 
required to extraft from them an Account of the Spirits warehoufed b, 
each Diftillcr ; and being furnifhed monthly by the Shipping Officers witj, 
an Account, containing the particulars of all Spirits exported from tb( 
King’s warehoufes, and by the Colleflors with an Account of all paymtiiis 
of Duty made within the month on Spirits bonded ; to deduct the quaii- 
titles exported or taken out for home confiimption, and furnhh to tbc 
Board quarterly Accounts of the quantities in ftore, made uj) to the fame 
period as the Storekeeper’s return ; a comparilbn of thefe Accounts, befife 
chcckinir each other, would' ferve to ffiew whether the deduflions made 
from the Diftiller’s charge for Spirits warehoufed, correfponded with tbe 
quantities ttored. 

Superior Officers might alfo be occafionally required, at the clofe of a 
quarter, to take an Account, and make a Return to the Board, of tbe 
Spirits adtually found in ftore ; and the Storekeeper thould always arrange 
the Spirits ftored in fuch order, as that the Check Officer would find n, 
difficulty ill taking the Account. All bonded Spirits remaining in ftore 
beyond the time fpecified in the Bond, thould be fold for payment of tbe 
Duty, Intereft, and ' Charges ; and the overplus, if any, paid to the 
Proprietor.- 

While the Diftillers are permitted to draw their Spirits of various ftrengtb, 
.' we recommend, in order to render the charge of Duty as equal as poffible, 
that the flocks of all Diftillers and Dealers thould, according to the prac- 
tice of England and Scotland, be calculated at a given ftrength; and 
that the Duties on home-made, as well as Britilh Spirits ' imported, be 
-charged accordingly ; that this ftrength thould be afeertained by the Hj. 
drometer, with which it will be neceffary to fupply tbe Officers, and Co, 
furniih them with Tables, for the purpofe of enabling them to bring all 
Spirits to the given ftrength. We beg leave to add, that it feems defirable 
to have one ftandard of ftrength, and the fame Hydrometer eftablifned both 
Appendix, N-" 1 8. “ Great Britain and Ireland; and, as is the prafticc of the former, to 
prohibit in Ireland the fending out any Spirits (except Spirits of Wim) 



Appeiicli’^, 
N'" J3. 43. 



exceecluig that ftrength. 

Appendix, According to the courfe of the trade, Spirits are now feiit out from the 
:N” j2, 13, 14,15. Diftillery at an average ftrength of 14-per-cent, above proof; but we 
are informed, that the Retailers generally mix two parts of Spirit withoiie 
of water; Spirits of this reduced ftrength are called Phial proof, which is 
about 30-per-ce.nt. under Irifh proof ; fo that If the Diftiller was prohibited 
from 'fending out Spirits of a greater ftrength than Irifh proof, their ftrength 
would ftill confiderably exceed that at which Spirits are generally con- 
fumed. But it may be proper to remark, that as the continuance of the 
prefent Duty of 4^. Britifh, j)cr gallon-, on Spirits fo reduced, would have 
the effeift of incrcafing it by i-8th, it might be right to reduce the; Duty 
correfpondentiy, in which cafe it would become neceffary to -require a 
-greater produce of Spirits from the "Wafh. 

The additional charges impofed by the laft Diftillery A6t, appear cal- 
culated to fecure a great portion of the Duty, in cafes where, it has hitherto 
been evaded ; and we have no doubt but that the Stills will be found equal 
to the work impofed, iioty^itiiftaudiiig the diminution of power faid to have 
' • ■ ■ heeii 
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been occafioned by a reduction that has been made in part of their appa-, 
ratus, in confequence of a late provifion requiring all appendages to the 
Still or Head, coramunicating u’ith the Worm, to be meahired in as pai t of ^ gg 

the Still. But when we conn&a the increafe of charges with the number 

of weeks for which the DiRiller is, under his licence, at all events liable 
to Duty, and confider the variety of unexpedted clrcumftances that may 
:diflurb the beft arranged bufinefs in a period of fix months, we cannot but 
entertain an appreheniion that the contemplation of fo heavy a charge may 
deter many perfons from entering into the trade ; whilft, in a countiy 
where unUcenfed diftillation fo much prevails, it is obvious that eveiy fa- 
^cility and encouragement, conuftent with the lecunhV of the Re\cane, 

• Ihould be extended to the licenfed Diftlileia 

In England, the DiMIer may difcontiniie the working of his 'Still at 
any time after three months, from the commencement of his Licence, on ^ ^ 

giving four days notice; and in Scotland, the Diftiller may vacate his Li- c.,> 

cence after the end of one month, on giving fifteen days notice ; we there- 
fore-tliink it well deferving of couhderation, whether it be not debrable to 
redore the privilege enjoyed by the Irilh DilHller under txie Adi of 1805, 45 G.iri.c.104. 
■of vacating his licence after the expiration of two months from its com- 
mencement; but at the fame time to require, that the previous notice 
Ihould in no cafe be lefs than fourteen days., and that information of inch 
notices diould be tranfmitted to the Board without delay. 

After deferibing the fyftem eftablilhed in Ireland for the collediion and 
fecurity of the Duties arifing from licenfed Diftilleries, and the general 
coadudi: of the Officers who had the immediate charge of them, wc wifh 
we could add, that the feveral regulations for the fupport of that fyRera, 
appeared to be fo efficiently and faithfully executed by the Otneers, as to 
have become an adequate protedlion for the Revenue; but, on the contraiy, 
our enquiries have developed to us a Icene of almoR incredible negledf, 

Goliufion, and fraud. When we advert to the depofitions of feveral eminent Appendix, N*-!;!: 

Diflillers, one acknowledging that he frequently made 5,300 gallons of 

Spirits ill the week, at a time w'hen he was charged with 2,075 gallons only; 

another, that he ufually made between 9,000 and 1 0,000 gallons oi Spirits A-ppendix, N* 14. 

weekly, when his charge was but 4,97'^ gallons, and that, but for tome defedl Appendix, N“ 15. 

in his apparatus, he could have made a' yet greater quantity ; a third, that 

he mads on an average 6,500 gallons, and fometimes 7?oco w'eekly, when 

•charged with but 3,500 ; and a fourth, that he believes the Spirits privately 

-made by Diftillers in general, were at leafl equal in quantity to the Spirits Appendix, N® 13. 

with which they were chargeable; and when we find all the examinations Appendix, 

concur in frating, that the .Diftillers every where m'ade confiderable quan- 12, 13, 14, 15. 

titles of private 'Spirits, we probably ffiail not exaggerate, if we compute i9>2o, 21. 

the private Spirits made b-y licenfed Diftillers, to have been more than equal 

•both to thole which paid Duty, and thofe exported from the King’s 

warehoufes. The average amount of Duty paid in the two years, ending 

29th September j 806, was ^.714,241. 10. 7. and the quantity of Spirits 52 . 

exported from the King’s ftores on the average of two years, ending the N'’49. 

10th of Oftober 1806, was 654,558 gallons, the Duty on which would 

have amounted to ^.141,820. 18. o. If therefore, we are well founded 

in the computation of the quantity of private Spirits made by the Diftillers, 

of which their teftimony can leave little doubt, it will follow, that by the- 

frauds of licenfed Diftillers alone, the . Revenue has, on the average, 

12 A fuftained 
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fliRuincd a lofs of 856,000. and upwards, for each, of the two lafl, and 
perhaps Icveral preceding years. This monRrous fraud on the Revenue, 
we are forry to remark, could not have been elfedled but by the collufioti 
and connivance of the Officers, whofe coiTupt intercourfe with the Dif- 
Appcndix, tillci^ appears to have been general, and would, almoft without other 
24, 25, 26. |je manifefted bv the enormous amount of their Fees. 

The refult of our enquiries on this head, impofes on us the painful talk 
of Rating our convidtion, that the Fees in moft cafes exceeded thofe ac- 
knowledged to us i>y the Officers. 

The Fees ufually received bv the Infpedlor have been already enume- 
AppeiiHlx, rated. The Surveyor’s Fees maybe rated- at about twenty guineas per 
6. j2. 26. month, from each Diftiller in his furvey. The amount of the Gauger’s 
Appendix, Fees it is difficult to eftimate, as he is dated to have received ten and fome- 
12. 26. times twenty guineas per month for a 500 gallon Still, and 20 guineas per 
month for 1000 gallon Still, befdes one guinea for ' every jmneheon of 
private Spirits removed under cover of a fraudulent Permit. The number 
Appendix, N“ 12. of puncheons adlually fent out in this manner fom the DiRillery of Mr. 

Forbes, while he worked a five hundred gallon Still, appears by his evi- 
dence to have been from twenty to twenty-five puncheons, weekly ; a 
quantit}', which w'ill be found nearly to correfpond with the average pro- 
duce of .private Spirits, made by Stills of that fize ; from which circum- 
dance, as well as from the teftimony of all the Didiliers, it may be inferred, 
that nearly forty puncheons of private Spirits were in like manner weekly 
lent out from a Still of 1000 gallons. 

Various were the modes by which the Revenue was defrauded of the 
Dutv on Spirits, but the ingenuity of the Didiller was chiefly exerted in 
the management of his Wafh, and the diipofal of his private Spirits. This 
managenient with refpedt to the Wadi, confided principally in making it 
appear to be in fermentation for the full time allowed by Law; whild It 
Append'x fometimes ready for the Still in twenty-four, and generally in 

14. from thirty-dx to forty-eight hours, after it was fet; for as the Officer 
could not, whild the fermentation w^as up, take an accurate dip of the 
Backs, but made his entry in the Minute and Stock . Books from the 
lad previous entry, the Didiller, during that time, took from and added to 
his Wafh at pleafure ; and, to avoid detedlion, had i-ecourfe to the pra^ice of 
Appendix, renewing his Backs. Backs were renewed either in part or in the whole ; 

N"* 12, 14.20. part, by receiving a fupply from other Backs (each furnifhing to that 
next before it, in the order of fermentation, a quantity equal to that which 
had been privately worked off ; whild the newed and lead fermented 
Wafh was replaced by a partial addition of Wurts, fo as apparently to pre- 
ferve the fame degree of fermentation) ; in the whole, when a Back, after 
it had been wholly worked off, was Ibpplied by an entire lubditution of. 
Worts, which, as they exhibited no fign of fermentation, might, unlefs de- 
tededbv the tade, readily pafs for Wafh, wdiofe fei'mentation was down. 
.It is true, that the tade may not be an infallible criterion-; we, however, 
feel ourfelves called upon to fay, that if the Officer had been anxious to 
perform this part of his duty, he could not have failed to detedt many 
mdances of frauds of this defeription. 

For the more effedually preventing die renewal of Backs, we recom- 
mend the iutrodudlion and condaut ufe of the Saccharometer, which has the 
property ot aCcertaining the gravity of Fluids ; and as it is the neceffary effedl 

of . 
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of fermentation progreflively to attenuate or leffen the fpecific gravity of 

this inftrument, wherever it fhewed an increafe of gravity after 
the commencement of fermentation, would infallibly denote the addition 
of new or lefs fermented Waflr. To prevent the concealing or privately 
workiiw offWaCh, the Diftiller fliould be required, when any ^¥orts are 
let down into the Backs, and fet for fermentation, to deliver to the next 
Officer who may vifit, a declaration in writing, Ipecifying the gravity of 
the Worts as found by the Saccharometer, their quantity as taken from the 
dip, in wet or dry inches (perhaps in both) and the number of the Vcffel 
in which they are contained. 

In ftggefting the propriety of taking the dips by the dry as well as the 
wet inch° vi'e have it in view to defeat I'ome, at lead, of the many fraudu- 
lent contrivances for diminifhing the dip of h effels ; Inch as the pi atftice 
of having falfe bottoms, and of finking blocks, and other fubftances in them, 
in order to prevent the due immerlion of the Rule; the Diftiller might 
alio be prohibited, under fevere jrenalties, from removing any Wafli, till 
a Gauge and Account had been taken by the Officer. The Officer, im- 
mediately on receiving the declaration, might be required to take the dip, 
ill order to afeertam its correfpondence with the declaration ; and to pre- 
vent any renewal of Backs, at each vifit to- try the gravity of the Wafli by 
a Saccharometer, with which every vilitiiig Officer Ihould be turniflied, and 
inftruaed to life : and the dip and gravity lb taken, as well as the Diftillerd 
declaration, fliould immediately be entered in apjiropriate columns of his 
Books; at every fucceediiig vifit' the gravity fliould be afcertained, and, 
when the fermentation permitted, the \ effel dipped, and entries made ac- 
cordingly. Any increafe of quantity after the fermentation had fubfided, 
or any increafe of gravity (during or fubfequent to fermentation) that had 
taken place fince the Officer’s preceding vifit, except fuch proportions as 
may be deemed lufficieiit to cover caftial inaccuracies, fliould (ubjedl the 
Diftiller to a fevere penalty, and the Back to be charged anew. At the 
fame time that we fuggeft thefe means of checking the frauds which have 
been praalfed in refpefl to Wafli, we cannot help viewing the prefent li- 
mitation of time allowed for its fermentation and diftillation, as occafioning 
both inconvenience and lot's to the Diftiller. The quantity in which Spi- 
rits are yielded, depends greatly on the degree of attenuation which the 
Wafh has undergone ; that is, the diminution of fpecific gravity wffiich has 
■takeiiqilace ; .and in proportion as the time for fermentation is limited, an 
iiicreale of Barm becomes necetfary tohafteii the procefs. In England and 
Scotland there exilts no regulation, by which the Diftiller is conftrained to 
work off his Wafli within a given time ; and by the annexed extraft from a;, 

a Scotch Diftiller-y Book, it appears, that twmnty-feven days elapfed before 
the attenuation was brought to its loweft point ; the Irifli Diftiller, there- ^5 q m 
fore, who is compelled to have his Wafti diftilled at the expiration of fix 
days, muft either fuhmit to facrifice a part of its produce, by ufing it im- 
perfetftly attenuated, or incur an increafed expence for Barm or Yeaft. 

. The introduaion of the Saccharometer, with fuch other regulations as 
we'have propofed, will, w^e truft, add fo much to the difficulty and, danger 
of committing frauds by means of the Wafli, as that, when experience fliall 
afford grounds to exped a faithful' and vigilant- difeharge of duty by the 
Officers, this reftribtion may be entirely removed. 

. We muft here ob'ferve, that ' as the allowance of longer time for fermen- 
124. S s tation. 
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(Ireland.)— Fifth REPORT of the COMMISSIONERS [Excife, 
tation, would probably induce the Diftiller to ufe a ftronger Wafh, and ex 
traft a greater quantity of Spirits, it would become neceffary to charge hi® 
with a further produce of Spirits, in addition to that which we have ahead 
•propofed, in cafe ofta reduaion of the ftrength and Duty. With refpcij 
to the difpofal of private Spirits, the management confifted chiefly in thj 
dexterous conveyance of them to purchafers, and was principally eflefted 
by the fraudulent ufe of Permits. Of the abufe of Permits, which could 
feldom happen without collufion between the Officer and Diftiller. tl® 
modes have been fo various, as that it would not be eafy, were it neceffary 
to enumerate the feveral Inftances which have come to our knowledo-e ; 
Ihall therefore confine ourfelves to the ftatemenc of fuck only as feem molt 
forcibly to call for obfervation. The firft objefl: of thofe who praflifed 
this fpecies of fraud, was to find a purchafer, who had a cover for a quantity 
of Spirits greater than his ftock ; having found this opening, the Diftiller 
obtained from the Gauger in charge, a Permit for the quantity of Spirits to 
be removed; the duplicate w-as left open, and the Gauger frequently con- 
cealed, until notice was received that the Spirits had been lodged without 
interruption ; the Permit was brought back and deftroyed, to prevent its 
being returned to the proper Office, and becoming a check upon the diipli- 
cate, which was then filled tip with a fidlitious name and quantity ; and as 
the Duplicate Book bore all the appearance of regularity, the Officer was 
fecurefrom the fufpicioii of blame, or hazard of detcdlioii; but if the Per- 
mit was defigned to be inftrumeiital to further fraud, the duplicate con- 
tinued open, till the Permit had been made out for a regular removal of 
Spirits ; in the meantime, by a flight alteration, the fame Permit was made 
to atifwer for feveral turns or fucceffive removals, and no traces of any 
farmer writing appeared, as it had been filled up with an ink eafy to be 
expunged. 

For the corredlion of thefe abufes,we recommend that Permits for the re- 
movalof Spiritsihould no longer be granted by the Gaugers ; but that in thofe 
fituations, where the number of Diftilleries migh't be fufficient to warrant 
it, a Permit Office Ihould be eftablilhed under the management of an intel- 
ligent and confidential Officer, for the purpole of iffuing Permits; and 
where no fuch Office was eftablilhed, that the Permit fhSuid be granted 
by the Surveyor. We would further fuggeft, that the Diftiller Ibould give 
notice at the Permit Office of his diftricl, of all fuch Permits as he might 
require for the enfuing day. The Permit Oi^ce might be fo connefted with 
the Office or Chamber, from which the diredlions for the daily routine of 
duty Ihould iflue, as that the Officers might be readily furniffied with lifts 
of all Permits demanded for the removal of Spirits. The Officers in charve 
of Diftilleries, would thereby be warned to give particular attention to the 
removal, and the Officers in charge of Dealers, to the delivery of the Spirits 
Lifts of Permits granted for fending Spirits out of the diftrift, mivht be 
tranfmitted to the .Permit Office (if any) or to the chief Officer "of the 
diftna into which fuch Spirits were permitted ; and the proper Officer 
there might be required, in the fame manner, to attend to the deliveiy. 
Where a Permit had not been ufed, or where the delivery had not taken 
place accordingly, the circumftance might be reported to the Office or 
Officer iffuing the Permit, in order that the neceffary enquiries Ihould be 
inftituted. It will be rtquifite, that the Office or Officer Ihould be rdgu^ 
latly furmlhed with Returns of the quantities of Spirits, for. which each 

Diftillef 
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Diftilkr is entitied to Permits, and the Account be fo kept as that Permits 
to a greater extent might not- be granted. 

In order to remove all pretence for any pecuniary intercourfe between 
the Trader and the Officer, we recommend that the Fees now payable for 40G.n1 c 
Permits be no longer fanaioned. * ^ 4 , n. c. 

It has been Rated to us, that, notwithHanding the injury which the - 4. 

Revenue has fuftamed, the Diftiller eventually profited but little by this ^ 

traffic m private Spirits; for, befides the rilk of feixure and penahies, a 
deficiency of produce, and a confiderable wafte of all kinds of materials, 
was attendant on the hurry and confufion with which the whole procefs 
was necelTarily carried on ; and in the end he was obliged to fell his private 
Spirits frequent y at twolhillings under the market price of pei mltted 
Spirits, and could not legally recover their value from a purchafer. Itlhould 
fem, tiierefore to be the intereft both of the Diililler and the Public, that 
all evafrons .of the Duty ftould be prevented. But as the fubjea has often 
been m much abler hands and this defirable objeft is ftill unattained, we 
cannot but be diffident of whatever we may venture to fuvgcll 
Inour fearch for information, we have not failed to direft our attention 
to the -different fyfteins eftabliffied for the regulation of Diffilleries both in ’ 

Eii^gland and Scotland. In England, the Duty is laid on the Waffi alone ■ 
and 111 order to pr-evem evafion, it is required that the Still be charged in 
-the prefence of the Officer, and then locked down and fealed by him and 
no opened until the Officer’s ne.xt attendance to fee it rc-char^ed The . 

S Ills in England are much larger than thofe ufed in Ireland ; and the Dif- 

of wShfo'°“ only twenty Still charges 

rf^alhfo every four weeks, and in the Sommer half-year, with only 
ixteern Where the Stills are large, and the number of cLrgestw “hi 
procefs IS carried on flowly, and little inconvenience refults to the Diftiller 
l om being obliged to charge his Still in -the prefence of the Officer. The 

I'f Scotland (we fpeak only of the Eowlands, where the 

mr “ dlrealy the reverfe ; there every thlnv 

ends to rapidity of work, and the Diftiller, making Spirits for home-con! 

y loj. per month for every gallon of Still five 

,pe ce per gallon on Waffi, and one ftilling per gallon on Spir 7 Hels' 

orVIffi’ifftuIy’ ^ Return upon oath of the quantity of Worts 

l of Spirits made, and the numbel of times 

till has been charged within .the month, 

ftrrf “foci there are of a very fmall fize, but offuch con 

nftion as to be capable of working with almoft incredible rapidity • and 

; t ;::„t:7f Smvr'"''’ fixteenth^rali ail 

prodlcfofL Lnr K tho month 

95 gallons ; and paying aDm/ fo'r tfe^^nth L folL- * 

■:»i ;• • 

>° 3 ° gallons of Spirits, at I r. per gall. ^ 



S 7 
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45 G. III. c.,100. 



Britini Aft, 
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■From this Book it appears, that the Stills were charged and wrought off 
. , 089 tunes in the courfe of the month. The Licence rs made to ceafe 
whenever 2,025 gallons- of Spirits, of the ftrength of one to ten over proof, 

fo' ever-v vallon of the Still content, flrall have been made. 

hr Finland, the D.ft.ller is allowed a credit in flock ol twenty gallons 
of.Spirits”, of tbeiflrength.of one to ten over Hydrometer proof, for every 
one hundred gallons of Wafli with which he is charged ; and in Scotland, - 
of fiKteen and an half gallons of Spirits, of that ftrength, for a like quantity 
of Wafli ■ and any -Spirits found in flock exceeding the credits are forieited. 
The Diftillers in -England and Scotland, intending to make Spirits for ex- 
portation. are required to give notice thereof, and dunng the continuance 
of flicli notice ate not permitted to work -for home confumption. Previous 
to the Aa of Union, no drawback was allowed in .Great .Britain on the ex- 
portation of home-made Spirits--, but we.learn, thatSpiidts riot .made under 
the-above regulations have been recently exported from ScotlaiH to Iieland,- 
aiid a drawback thereon claimed, equal to the countm-vailmg Duty on the 
import of Irilh Spirits into Great Britain. -Both m England and Scotland, 
all -accounts of 'Spirits -made for home-confumHion are -conaputed at the 
■fl'tenath of one to-ten over proof; and any-Spuits fold or -lent out at -a 
o-reamr ftrength are -forfeited. Tliete are the .material points in which 

,?he Eno-Ulh and Scotch fvftems differ from that-of Ireland. ^ 

The iVftem however, which obtains in-Scotland, in loime of .its prmcipa'i 
-features,' -reflmbles -that of Ireland; in-the former, the Licence Duty-oa 
ithe-Still-con-efjionds in effea with the monthly charges-of the hittei.; each 
-is formed on the, principle of fecuring, -in the -firft -mflaiice, a feed and 
-certain Revenue; in .each exifts the fame temptation to illicit praftices, m 
as much as the-Scotch Diftiller has the-fame intereft in concealing, what- 
ever exceeds the limitation of his -Licence, as the Itifti -Diftiller has rii aii- 
pe-arinv to confine his work to.the.mimber of monthly charges. The 'Eiighlh 

fvftem qppears to us the heft. -But when we-confider.how.much-the.fafety 
of the Revenue -under that lyftem -depends 011 the charging, locking down, 
and fealino-.of the Still, we can hardly venture to recommend a rehance-on 
-fuch fecurities in this Country .(where -fo dangerous a conneaion has loiig- 
.flibfifted between the Officer and the -Diftiller.) until more coiirea habits 

-of condua -fliall have been introduced and eftabhflicd. 

I'he hazard which would attend the iutroduaioii of the Engliflvfyftem, 
-and-the obieaions of which The Scotch J)ftem ,imrtakes in common wilff 
■the Irilh, prevent us -from recommending. the eiitir.e adoption-of either; ■ u 
we hav-e iiifcrted in tbofe qiarts of -this Report, where they leemed moil 
applicable, fuch -of the regulations of each as we -think might adiaii- 
taveouilv.be incorporated with the.prefent lyftem of Ir-eUtia, accompanieil 

wfth fu'ch -obfervatious as they appeared to require. As, however, it luaj 
be-thouvht, that the faithful execution of any r.egulations, under the prelent- 
fyftem, is not immediately to be expefled, we .are induced to fugge ftn, 
order to leffen at once both the.temptatioii and opportunities of fraud) t a 
an experiment might be made of impofmg the Duties on home-matt 
Spirits in Ireland, Tomewhat on the plan prevailing in the Lowlands 0 
Scotland, viz. by a Licence Duty on the Still, whic'h fliould corapole t e 
greater part of the charge, and a fmall Duty on the Waih and pins, 
refpedlively. . , j 

We.are aware, that a Licence Syftem was formerly adopted m 
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and fiuce been abandoned; but we are to obferve, that .it was un- 
guarded by I'urvev, and materially defe£Kve in omitting to fix the projior- 
Lns for the Still. The D.lliller availed liunfelf of this omiffion, by in- 

e-eafin<r the .powers of his Still, which teem conflantly to have exceeded 

, nomptttat.ion npon which the Licence Duties tvere charged; till, at 
1 ^erth the Legislature found it necefTarj' to provide, that the Licences 
floukl'ceafe when and fo toon as a l])ecified quantity of Spirits had been 



Ireland, the I.aw has fixed certain proportions for the Still. A 460.111.^.88. 

Vtv of'amtendages. however, were contrived to enlarge its .powers; Irot .yppedir, ^ 
Puce ihe Law has required fuel, appendages to be meafured as part of the t 
sim the ingenuity of the D.ftiller leems to have dilcovered a lubfctute for 
\ „ ijy iiUerina; the form, and increafing the hze of the Worm, It feems 
.ifrefor’e expedient, under any fytlem, that .proi»rtio„s Ihouki he. fixed for 
Ai-m and Worm, as well as for the Body of the Still ; and that all 
iiriemlav’es fnouhl be cl, urged as part of the Still, till they turn down at an 
anile of° tprtv-five degrees. I'hel'e regulations, belides equalizing the 
lowers of Stills, would tend to prevent tholi frequeut changes ot the Law 
with refpeft to their conftrutlion, which cannot but be attended with in- 
OTveiiience and e.xpeiice to the Dllliller. 

To exi)lain the mode of charge, under a mixed lyltem ot Licence and Appendix, ^■>30. 
.Survey fuel, as have been fuggellcd, we annex a Table of the Duty on Infh 
Biftilie’rs, Calculated weekW, according to the uuralicr of charges impoibej 
by the lad DiflUlery Afl ; and a icheme for the impofition of an equal 
Duty, modelled on the plan fuggefted. In this ichcaie the Licence Duty AppenJix. N’ 31. 
on the Still will, in two iiiftances, be found greatly dilpfoportionatc. 1 his 
circumftance arifey from a like dirprciportloii prevailing in the prefeut 
monthly chames, on which the calculations of the Ichemc are founded, in 
caib it flioukl be thought advifable, to regulate the charge on Stills by the 
ftrfac- expofed to fire, in order to give a view' of the efteft, we annex a AppmrJix, N”32. 
fcheiM calculated accordlnglv, and commencing with the prefeut charge 
of Duty on a 3 000 gallon Still, without making.aiiy allowance for the dit- 
coimt •' and another foherae, calculated with a deduflion for that allowance. Apprndiv, N- 33. 
Thefu-ft iiicreafes the Duty to the amount of the difeount allowed, which 
in the laft year exceeded',T. 87,000. The principle on which both .are Appendi.v, N" 34 . 
conftrufted, W'oukl render the continuance of difeounts unneceffaiy, as under 
Ihofc fehemes the impofition of a higher rate of Licence Duty on Stills of 
the Imaller fize, will pret'erve a llifficient advantage to the larger ones. 

By thelh fehemes it is propofed, to leave tp the Diftiller no power of 
evading a oreater Duty than three-halfpence per gallon on 'Wafli, and ihrec- 
pence per “gallon on Spirits, which, taken together, amount to a Duty .of 
mielhillinv“and fixpence per gallon, and hardly equal the depreciation at 
which theTiftiller has ufiially dllpofed of his private Spirits. The temp- 
tation to evade being thus in great mcaihre removed, and the naotives to 
concealment weakened, an objeft of fome imiMrtance would be obtained 



in the probable difeovery of the work aaiially done. 

If it Ihould be deemed advifable, to fecure a Duty equal to that which the 
Diftiller now pars, this objea might eafily be attained, by charging hitn, 
with fuch quantities of Wail, and Spirits monthly, as, together with the 

Licence Duty, fhali be adequate theieto. 

,,, T t Although, 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



1 



46 'O-IU. c. 88. 



Appendix, 

N«* 13,14, IS 



,(Irc.laiid.)— Fifth RKPORT of yiik COlMiMtSSIONICRS [Excif., 

Altliougb, as applied to the fyldcm at prefent prevailing in Irehuid we, 
have been diifideiit of recommending, that ibe limitation of time for the 
fermentation of Walh fhould he immeiliatcly removed ; yet, if the plan of a 
] licence Duty be adopted, the reft!rl 61 :ion might, perhaps, v'ltho’jt dang-r, 
be taken away. 

'['he calculations of the feveral Ichemes, are founded on a prcfumptlon 
furniihed hy the la(f DHlillcry Afl, that every one hmuli-cd gallons of hVaih 
will j.'roduce ten gallons of Spirits ; and, as the average ftrength at which 
’Sjhi'its are drawn may be taken at lourteen-per-cent. above Inih proof, u 
will be found, that ten gallons of that Rreng-th are equal to ele\en and a 
half gallons of proof Sj)irits. It would therefore be requifite, under the. 
plan we have luggftcd, that the DifHller Ihould be allowed credit in flock 
for eleven and a half gallons of Spirits, at the flrength’ of proof, for everyone 
hundred gallons of Wafh decrealed ; as hkewife for Inch larther quantity 
of Spirits as, with unlimited time for fermentation, he may be exjjecled to 
j)roduce; and anv excels fhould be chargeable with a Duty of three flii!-. 
lings and nine-pcncc-halfj^ennv per gallon, which ns equivalent to four 
fiiillings and four-pence per gallon on Spirits foui'.cen-pcr-cent. above, 
jiroof. 

If the quantity of Wafli or Spirits made, fhould be found to exceed, in. 
anv great degree, the proportions on which the fchemes are framed, it 
\-.’ould be eafv, if it were thought right, to impofe fuch further Licence 
Dutv on the Still, as, together with the propofed Duty on Wafli and Spirits, 
Ihould amount to the full Duty intended to be fec'ured ; but it might per- 
haps, for the prefent, he aclvifalile to lufler the increafe of Work to effecl a 
redixldion of the rate of Duti', whereby the licenfed Difliller would be 
enabled, with greater adi antage, to meet the unheenfed Difliller at market, 
and give the mofl efle^lual check to. the progrefs of the unlicenled trade; 
while the llirplus Work would, in the meantime, pay a Duty of one fliil- 
liug and flxpence j>er gallon. 

y\s this mode of charging the Duties is built on a prefumption, that the. 
Difliller ivill be left without fufficient temptation to evade, we venture to 
accompany it with the fuggeflion, that lome of the prelcnt regulation?,: 
which are obje^lcd to on the part of the Diflillers, might he removed ; viz.' 
■ the charge on the dccreale of Singlings, tlie Still charge, and the charge on 
difproportionate decreales. The ohjeciion made to the charge on the 
decreafe of Singlings, is founded on the Diflillers practice (which we have 
before noticed) of returning into the Siiigling Calk, fuch proportions of 
Spirits as «re run ofl' below a given flrength ; fi) that a charge from the 
decreafe of Singlings, would amount to a double charge of Duty on every, 
fuch proportion. 'Fhe ohjection made to the Still charge, is, that the 
quantity fi.xed as fuch bv Law, cannot, confiftently with the rapidity of 
work impofed, be put into the Still without the danger of its running 
foul ; and that if the Diflillei' was charged, as the Law requires, for a com- 
plete Still charge at each time the flill was worked, it would fubjedt him to 
be charged for a much greater quantity of Spirits than was adfually made. 
The obje£Hon to a charge on dilproportionate decreafes, is grounded as well 
on. the two former objeclions, as on the impracticability of the Difliller’s lb 
nicely regulating his work, a.s to make every part of his procefs meet the- 
,requ ill te, proport ions, 

Thefe 
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Theie moc'es of charge have, iu fahf, ftldosn been reibrted to; anil the 
charge on dilj)roportionate dccreafes, when made, apijears to har e been 
governed by tb httle uniformity of practice, as to afford the pre(um];tion, 
that no fixed interpretation of the laiK' had ijrevailed; lb long, however, 
as fuch regulations remain a pai t of the Law, and may be inforced, they 
iubjeCt the Diftiller to the rexatious interference of the Officer, and 
tend to continue that lyffem ot collufiun, which it is fo ellentiai to 
deftroy. 

As the expediency of repealing that provilion of the Law, by which the 
Diililicr is made liable to the charge of Duty, for not lelh than twentv-four 
weeks during the continuance of his Licence, has, in a formerpart of this 
Report, been foibmittcd tor. conficleration, we feel ourlelves called on to 
obiirve, that the adoiition of that mealure might ])erha]is be imprudent, 
under the change of Lftcm which «re have Ibggefted, until time and exjie- 
rience foall have given a more accurate knowledge of the power of the 
Still. 1 he lame reafon would, we fear, render it impollible to (lx any 
equitable drawback or dednCHon of cliarge, on account of Spirits e.xport;d, 
or warehoiifed for exiiortation ; though we do not aiiprehcnd, it need 
prevent the Diflillers warchoiding under Bond, and taking out Spirits made 
forhome-confbmption, hi the maimer we have before pointed out ; but for 
the eafe of exiiortation, it will become iieceffarv to prohibit all Drawbacks 
except on account of tlie Malt Duty, and to introduce fueh reciprocal 
regulations for the trade betivcen Great Britain and Ireland, as prevail with 
relpecl to the exportation between England and Scotland ; viz. to difeharo-e 
the Diftiller, while working for exportation, from all habilitv to Duty • but 
during that time, to place his Spirits under the moft vivllaut fuperin’ 
tendance of the Oificers, till warehoufed in the Kinffs Itores ; any dc- 
creaie of Wafti more than fufticient, according to fuch proportion a.s may 
be preferibed to yield the quantity of Spirits fhewn, ftiould fubjedl the 
Diftiller to a charge of gr. 9 ;.,/, per gallon, on fo much proof Spirits as 
the extra decreale fhall be calculated to ])roduce. 

We cannot clofe the fulijecf of Exportation, without remarkine, that it 
Will probably be necelTary, e\eti umler the prdciit lyftem of charo-ino- the 
Duty, to revile the exifting regulations for the traile or intercourfe in home- 
uiade Spirits, betiveen Great Britain and Ireland, with reljiect to the coun- 
tervailing- Duties and Drawi)acks. 



ijSi. 



Appendix, 

5' 7> ^5 9' 

13, Ji. 



4^ G. III. c. 100. 



1 he Act of L'nion direefts, “ that all articles of the grmvth, produce or 
“ raaiiufacfurc of either Country, lhall jiali from the one to the olher 
“ witnout Duty or Bounty on the Export; and be lubjebl to’nohiaher 
‘ Duty on Import, than the fimilar article of the grmvth, produce or 
‘‘ mauufticture of the Country imiiorting, lhall be liable to - neverth-lefh 
Brmfh Spirits, if imported into Ireland, are charge,ible with a hiaher Duty 
ftan ispaid internally on Irilh Spirits; and Irifh Spirits, if iinporteil into 

yotlaiid, are chargeable with a higher Duty than the internal Dutv on 

Scotch Spirits ; and the rate of Dnmhack, both in Ireland and Scotland, AG. nr. c ,oz, it 
appears to exceed the rate of Duty paid ; the cxcefs in both cafes operating N’ 35 . 

as a Bounty on the Article exported. ■ ^ 

Do underftand this more clearly, it muft be obforved, that Infl, Spirits 
are chargeable with a Duty of four .ftiillings, Brltiih, per gallon, and are 
“Ppolcd to pay. a further Duty, for the proportion of Malt ufed, of teu- 
pence, Britifh, per gallon ; the Latter film much exceeding that which the 
* 24 , 

<jua>itiue3 



4c G. III. c. 38. 



460,111. C.67. 
4?G.m.c. ,2. 
43 G.in. c. 69. 
43G. Ill, < ' 



45 O. III. c. 22 

46 O. Ill, c, 67, 
Appendix, '• 

12. 14, 
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{Irelaiicl.)— Fifth REPORT of the COMMISSIONERS [Bixcifc, 
quantities of iMalt appearing to be ufed, would wajTant. We hare before 
noticed, that Irifli Sjririts are drawn at an average ftretigth of fourteen-per- 
cent. above proof, and that the Duty is charged without any reference to 
ftreijeth, four (hillings per gallon on Spirits, fourteen-per-cent, above jiroiif 
is equalled by three Ihillings and sixpence per gallon on Spirits of tlie 
flrcngth of Irilh proof, or one to ten over EnglHh proof, to which, if ten- 
pence per gallon allowance for Malt Duty be added, the entire Duty paid 
by the Iridr Diftiller, on S|>irits calculaterl at jiroof, will amount to four 
Ihillings and four-pence, Brltifh. per gallon, liritilh Spirits cannot be 
exported of a greater ftrength, than one to ten . over jiroof, but as the 
countervailing Duty on Spirits manufaciured in Great Britain, and iin|)orted 
thence into Ireland, is, by an Afl of the laft Sedlun, lived at live Ihillingii 
and three-pence, Britilh, per gallon, and a Drawback to that amount allowed 
on the exportation of Irilh Spirits to Great Britain (e.xcept only fuch as 
are warehoufed, whicli Drawback is ten-pence per gallon for the Malt 
Duty) it follows, that the countervailing Duty and Drawback will exceed, by 
the fum of elcien-peiice per gallon, the internal Duty (inclulive of the 
Malt Dutv) on Irilh Spirits calculateil at the ftrength of proof. 

Irilh Spirits imiiortcd into Great Britain, are fubjecled to a countervailing 
Duty of 8r. zid. per gallon fur Siiirits, one to ten over jiroof, without any 
diftincftion made between England and Seotlmid, though the Duty is higher 
in the former than in the latter. 

If to the Duty on the manufaclure of Spirits in Scotland, be added, m 
allowance fimilar to that made in Ireland, for the quantity of Malt fup- 
jioied to be ufed, but jirojiortioned according to the difference of the Malt 
Duty ill the refpeftive Countries, the entire Duty 011 Spirits manufaifturcJ 
. in the Lowlands of Scotland, will be found to amount to 6 r. 5L.I. per 
gallon, and the countervailing Duty and Drawback, to exceed the internal 
. Duty on Scotch Spirits, by 1 r. 8 ld. per gallon ; and if, as there feems 
’ rcafon to believe, no greater proiiortion of Malt be ufed in Scotland than in 
Ireland, it is evident, that the excefs of the countervailing Duty and Draw-' 
back will be iiicrealed, in i>roportion as the Malt Duty is higher in Scotlairf 
than in Ireland. 

Wo have further to remark, that the Drawbacfci for S|ririts exported, 
are jilaced under the manageraenf of the Commiffioners of Cuftoms r and 
that the Commillioners of Excite have no power to interfei'c with refpeft 
to them. This pradlicc, exclufive of other inconveniences ariling from it, 
blends the Accounts of two Departments that ought to be kept perfeflly 
diftindt ; and we, therefore, fubmit the propriety of placing thefe Draw- 
backs, in future, under tb.c management of the CommilTroners of Exciie. 

Although the jireceding ohfervations and Inggeftions have, for tlie molt 
part, been applieci to Grofs Diftillerles,they will be found, iti many inftances, 
no Icfs applicable to the topics fubfequently conlidercd in this Report, in 
treating, therefore, of Rcclifying DIftilieries, it w'ill be our aim to abftain 
from incrcafing the unavoidable length of detail by any needlefs repetition. 

'I’he 'I'rade of a Redlilier and Compounder of Spirits yields only an iil- 
conliderable Revenue ; but, as it is capable, of being made a jiowerful allift- 
ant to the frauds of the Grofs Diftiller, has long been fubjeeft to legillative 
regulations. The lubftance of thefe regulations have been from time to 
time continued, and are, with fome alterations, comprized in an A 61 ', palled 
in the 38th year of His prelent Majefty, cnadling, “ I'hat no Perfon lliall 

keep 
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“ keep a Still for reftifying or compounding Spirits, unlefs liccnfed by the 
o Commiffioners of Excife, under the penalty of 30, and forfeiture of 
“• the Stilt. That no Still of a lefs content than 80 gallons ihall be li- 
“ cenfed ; that the Reftifier fliall pay a Licence Duty of 50 fliillings (the 
“ only Duty he is fubjea to) upon every 10 gallons content of his Still, 
“ for a Licence to be in force one year; that he thall not diftil any Wath 
“ made from Corn or Molaffes, or any other Material; and that if any Wadi, 
“ or other Inch Material, fltall be found in any Redtlfying Diflillery, or any 
“ Wafh or Singlings be put into or mixed with Spirits in the Still of any 
“ ReSifier, he (hall be fubjecft to fevere penalties.” In order, however, to 
render this prohibition more effedtual, it will be requilite to extend the pe- 
nalty to the cafe of any Worts, Walh, or Singlings, found in the poffeffion 
of, or in any houfe or place belonging to a Reftifying Diftiller, and to 
prohibit him from carrying on the trade of a Common Brewer. The Rec- 
tifier is further required to affix fufficient locks, keys, and faftenings, to be 
approved of by his Surveyor, to the difcharge cock and furnace door of 
every Still, and the Officer of Excife to lock and fecure the fame. When 
the keflifier is defirous to have the furnace door opened, he muft give no- 
tice in writing to the Officer of Excife in charge of his Diftillery ; if within 
pay City or Town where a Surveyor relides, twelve hours; and if in any 
other place, twenty-four hours, previous to the time (between fix o’clock 
in the morning and nine at night) at which he Intends to have his Still 
opened. It is the Officer’s duty to attend accordingly ; and to fee the 
Still charged, and not to open the furnace door of any Still that is not 
■fully charged, nor until he has examined the contents thereof, and feen 
the head aftually put on, and ready to be locked down. The Reaifier is 
required, under a penalty of /(.too, ,to charge his Still in the proportion 
of not lefs than feven parts in ten of the Still’s content, and to work off 
each charge within eighteen hours, to be computed from the time of the 
Officer’s taking the' gauge of the Still. TheReaifier is alfo prohibited from 
Jelling or fending out any Brandy, reftified, compound, or other Spirits, of a 
greater or higher degree of ftrength, than that of one in five under Llydro- 
meter proof; but Spirits of Wine, not exceeding i 20 gallons to any one 
perfon in the fame day, may be font out of a greater ftrength, if they have 
■been kept as a feparate ftock ; and the Reftifier’s flock muft, in fuch cafe, 
be debited for double the quantity fent out. 

In cafes where the ftrength of any part of the Reaifler’s ftock, in con- 
fequene'e of being compounded, or mixed with fugar, fymp, feeds, fruit, or 
other ingredients, cannot be eafily alcertained by the Hydrometer, the Rec- 
tifier, on receiving twelve hours notice from the Officer, is required to caufe 
the true quantity and ftrength of the Spirits lo mixed, to be legibly marked 
oil the outfide of every calk or veffel containing the fame ; and if the 
ftrength of fuch Spirits fhould be found to be untruly marked on the out- 
fide of any fuch calk, or after fuch notice be not marked, the Spirits and 
Calks are forfeited, and the Reaifier, for every fuch Offence, is liable to a 
penalty of ;,T. 50. ' 

. Reaifiers and Compounders of Spirits are allowed, for any increafe by 
.the mixture of water, fngar, fyrup, or fruit, Permits for fending out any 
number of gallons of Iriffi Brandy, reaified Spirits, or Compounds, not 
exceeding the rate or proportion of 150 gallons for every 100 gallons of raw 
124. U u Spirits, 






3S G. nr. c. 51. 
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Note. — In Sec. 24, 
the word “ to’, 
fliould have been 
“ from.” 



Note. — In Sec. 24, 
the word “ made” 
Ihoiild have been 
omitted, as Refti- 
fiersare prohibited 
f'om tnakingGi'ofs 
Spirits. 



Appendix, N® 36. 



Appendix, 

N" 37. 38, 39- 



Appendix, N* 42. 



Appendix, 
N®* 40, 41. 

Appendix, 
N“ 40. 41. 

Appendix, 

N«’40. 41* 43- 



(Ireland.)— Fifth REPORT of the COMMISSIONERS [Excife. 
Spirits, which they fhall have received from anyDiftiller, of the ftrength 
of one to ten over Hydrometer proof. 

It is required that, at leaft once in every three mouths, the Officers 
of Excife ffiall take an Account of the Rock of Brandy, redtified Spirits, raw 
Spirits, Compounds, and other Spiidts, of every Redlifier and Compounder ; 
and if, on taking anv fuch Account, the Rock fo taken, added to the quan- 
tity of Spirits for conveying which “to” fuch Redllfier or Compounder, 
Permits Riall have been granted, fince the time of taking the laR preceding 
Account of Stock, Riall be found to exceed the quantity of Spirits found by 
the Officer, at the time of taking the laR preceding Account of Rich Rock, 
added to the quantity afterwards received by Permit, at the Rrength of one 
to ten over Flydrometer proof, with the allowance of 50 gallons on every 
100 gallons fo “ made” or received ; computing Rich Rock at the Rrength 
of one in three and three-fourths under Hydrometer proof; a quantity of 
Spirits equal to the excefs is forfeited, and the Re6hfier or Compounder 
Ribjedl: to a penalty of 50.” 

If, on taking any Rich Account of Rock, it Riall appear, that the ReRi- 
Rer or Compounder has not made ufe of the whole of his allowance, fo 
much thereof as fliould appear not to have been ufed, deducting therefrom 
fo much as would be fufficient to reduce the Rock then Ibuiid in band, to 
the Rrength of one in three and three-fourths under Hydrometer proof, is 
to be cut off from the Reflifer’s credit. 

Such are the principal regulations of an A6I, which appears to have been 
carried into effedt in a few only of its moR immaterial provifions. In juf- 
tice, however, to the Officers, it may be proper to obferve, that as feveral of 
the claufes are intricately worded, or framed, with a reference to the EiigliRi 
praRice (with which they were not coiiverfant) no blame fliould attach on 
the inferior Officers, for the negledt of regulations which their Superiors do 
not appear to have uiiderRood, and for the execution of which no precife 
■ iiiRruiRions feem to have iffiied from the Board. We find, from the exami- 
nation of the Officers immediately in charge, that the Gaugers, though they 
appear to have vifited daily, rarely law the Still charged or locked down; 
and that the key was ufually left with the Rediifier. The Rrength of 
Spirits lent out by the Redlifler, though exprefsly limited by Law to one in 
five, or twenty-per-cent, under proof, was never an objedf of attention ; nor 
have we been able to difeover, that the Officers of Excife were in any in- 
Rance iiiRrudted to enforce this part of the Adi. 

The allowance of fifty-per-cent, is not by Law given to any Spirits fent 
out, except to Irifli Brandy, redlified Spirits, or Coi^pounds ; the Redlifier, 
' however, was never obRrudled by the Officer in fej^ding out Grofs Spirits, 
or taking credit for the allowance on them, in theTame manner as bn his 
other Rock. This abufe of the allowance, has eiiabled the Redlifiers to 
participate in the frauds of the Grofs DiRillers, and induced them to become 
their principal cuRomers for private Spirits. 

By the admiflion of two of the principal Redlifiers of Dublin, it is proved, 
that they were in the habit of purchafing confiderable quantities of private 
Spirits, which were ufually had at from ten-pence to one Riilling and eight- 
pence per gallon, under the price of permitted Spirits. Spirits in redli- 
fication experience an increafe of ten-per-cent, in Rrength, and a decreafe 
of about twelve-per-cent, in quantity.. The portion of the Redlifier’s Rock 
ordinarily ufed in making Shrub, and other Compounds, appears to have 

been 
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been inconfiderable ; but fuppofing it to have been one-fourth, it will ap- 
pear, that without allowing for decreafe by rectification, the ordinary 
courfe of his trade would furnifii the Rectifier with the opportunity of 
covering, under this allowance, nolefs than 371 gallons of private Spirits, 
upon every 100 gallons regularly taken into Rock ; but if, as there is great Appendix, N" 39. 
reafon to believe, no part of the allowance was in many inftances ufed, it 
will follow, that unlels he was checked by the Hydrometer, there was no- 
thing to prevent him from introducing, for every 100 gallons regularly 
taken into Rock, the enormous quantity of 62 gallons of private Spirits, of 
which 50 gallons would be covered, under the pretence of his allowance, 
whilfi the ufual decreafe, by redlification, would make an opening for the 
remaining twelve. 

To what extent thefe opportunities have been embraced, may be col- 
leRed from the annexed Extrafl from a Report made to the Board of Appendix, N' 42. 
Excifeiii 1805, by which it appears, that one rectifying houfe in Cork 
received, in the year ending 29th September 1804, 93,81 1 gallons of Spirits, 
and feiit out by Permit 1 36,336 gallons, of which 60,739 were exported 
at an average Rrength at 4~per-cent. above proof ; the latter W'ill be found 
to equal 55’^^5 gallons, computed at the Rrength of fourteen-per-cent, 
above proof, and dedudted from 93,811 gallons received at the fame 
firength, will leave 39,486 gallons ; which, with the allowance of fifty- 
per-cent. upon that quantity, would have given the Rectifier a credit for 
59,229 gallons only ; but the quantities permitted out will be found to have 
exceeded this credit, and the quantity exported by 16,368 gallons, fo that 
private Spirits, to that extent, muR have been permitted out. Nor is this 
the oiily injury which the Revenue appears to have fuRained, by the prac- 
tices of one Reftifying Houfe ; for, befides the excefs of allowance above 
ftated, aDrawback, equal to the Duties paid on Spirits drawn at fourteen-per- 
cent. above proof, tvas received on 60,739 exported at the Rrength 

of four-per-cent, above proof ; but if, as appears by the fame Extradl, we 
are warranted in Rqipofing the Rrength of Spirits ulually received, was 
from 23 to 30, inRead of 1 4-per-cent, above proof, it refuits, that upon the 
Drawback, there muR have been a lols to the Revenue in the farae propor- 
■tion : for although the Law direfts, that no Drawback fhall be obtained, 
unlefs proof of the payment of the Duties he made, and the identity of the 46 g. hi. c. 
■Spirits traced by due courfe of Permits, it is evident that this check muR 
be befficient, where no Account whatever of the Rrengths is taken. The 
taking an Account of the Reftifier’s Rock according to Rrengths, a raeafiire 
which under any fyRem we think ought not to be difpenfed with, will be 
facilitated by the regulation we have before propofed, of reRridling the 
Grofs DiRiller from fending out Spirits at a greater Rrength than proof; 
at which Rrength alfo the Redlifier’s Rock may be computed, fo that the 
Officers, except as to the allowance for Spirits of Wine, will not be incum- 
eted with any Account of Rrengths above proof. With refpedl to fuch as 
ai'e below proof, where, from the nature of the compounds, the Hydrometer 
cannot be an accurate teR, it may be neceffary to enforce by Law the mea- 
gre, already partially adopted, of giving to the 'Redlifier credit for fuch 
part of the allowance only, as Riall'be taken in prefence of the Officer; Appendix, N* 39. 
and to reRridt that allowance to twenty-per-cent, upon all Grofs Spirits 
received, which it appears will be fufficient to meet the exigency of the Appendix, N*» 96 
Mffier’s trade. ' ' ' ' . , . e. . . 

By 
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■ ' By an A& of i 797, the Redifier was prohibited from fending out Spirits 
ofa.rreater ftrength than one in eight, or twelve and an half per cent, 
unde°r irroof; by an AS paffed in 1798, this prohibition was further ex. 
tended to one <11 five, or twenty per cent, under proof, and has contuinej 
to be the Law down to the prefent time. It does not however appear to 
have been, nor indeed could it, at any time, be earned into effed without 
the ule of the Hydrometer, as however, fince the Union, a channel has 
been opened for the exportation of Spirits to Great Britain (where on im- 
portation all ftrengths not exceeding one to ten over proof are cnarged with 
■the fame Dutv) it is evident, that to enforce this prohibition, wonld be to 
preclnde the' Redifier from all fliare in the Export trade ; we therefore 
think it will be advifable to do away this reftridion, the objed of which 
will be fufficiently attained by keeping the Account of the Redifier s flock 
according to ftrengths, and confining his allowance as we have propofeh. 
If the fcheme we have fnggefted, for charging the Duties on Spims unclet 
■a mixed ivftem of Licence and Survey, be adopted, we are aware it will be 
requilite 'that the exportation of redified Spirits Ihould be guarded m the 
Tame manner as that of grofs ; and that no Drawback, exce,fl m lieu of the 
Malt Dutv, fliould be alloivcd ; but that all Spirits to be redified for expor. 
ration ftiould, as is the pradice in England, be taken only from fuch as had 
been made and warehoufed exprefsly for exportation ; and that, as well the 
Diftiller lending, as the DiftiUer receiving the fame, Ihould, before they are 
taken out, give Bond for the due and. fair export of fuch Spirits within three 
months ; a°id that any deficiency in the quantity exported, other than that 
to be allowed for vvafte by redification, Ihould lubjed the Diftiller to a 

double Duty thereon. , r r. / 

Having, in the preceding part of this Report, feparately treated of Grols 
and Rcdifying Diftilleries, we proceed to confider the fubjed of 

UNLICENSED DISTILLATION. 

Appendix This evil, the magnitude of which almoft exceeds belief, prevails chieSy 

N» 44 . 45 - in the northern, weftern, and fome of the central Counties of Ireland ; ai. 

idea however, of its extent may be, formed from the number of unlicenfed 



Appendix, K® 46-. 'j Stills. 



In 1802 

1803 - - 

1804 - - 

1805 - - 

6 Months to June 1806 - - 

Total - 



.. V7 An aaive and intelligent Officer, efpecially employed in the fuppreffi® 

AppBDda,N® 44 - of unlicenfed Stills in the year 1805, ftates, that he.deteaed loi in 

Barony 
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IJ'U'ony of Inniiliowen, in the fpace of 36 hours, and that he believes that 
barony alone contained upwards of 800. Another Officer, employed on Appendix, 45, 
tile like I'etvice, Rates his belief, that almoR every fecond hoiife in the 
lower part of that Rarony, has a private Still or Malthoule. ’ An eraiiient 
0ifliller in Dundalk has reprefented to us, that, during the laft year, un- Appendix, N” 19. 
licenled Diftillation increafed in his vicinity and the adjoining counties, he 
believes, nearly fix fold ; and that cuftomers, to whom he formerly fold 
fen puncheons of Spirits at a time, now take but a fmgle puncheon, and 
that only for the 'purpofe of getting Permits, to cover in part the Rock 
they take from the unlicenfed DiRillers ; and a DiRiller in Sligo informs Appendix, N" 47. 
us that previous to his lotting up a DiRiller there, 1 5 puncheons of Spirits 
were weekly permitted into that town ; but that latterly, in confequence 
of the great increafe of unlicenfed DiRillation, he has not been able to lell 
m the neighbourhood above feveii or eight puncheons weekly ; and that, 
althouo-h he ceafed working on the 29th September, and his Rock W'as ex- 
hauRed early in November, he does not believe more than five pur.cheons 
of Spirits, made by a licenfed DiRiller, have within the laR three months 
been received in Sligo. 

The extent of country which is occupied by unlicenfed DiRilleries, com- 
prizes fome of the moR wealthy and populous diRridls, and may be com- 
puted at, perhaps, one-third of Ireland ; it will not therefore be too much 
to aRume upon a point, where no corredl calculation can be formed, that 
the unlicenfed DiRilleries fupply one-third of the Spirits confiimed in 



Ireland. 

' From the annexed Returns it appears, that the Duty paid on home-made Appendix, N“ 22- 
Spirits, was on an average of the laR two years ^.714,241. 10. 7. ; and 
that, during the fame time, a quantity was exported from the King’s 
warehoufes, on wdiicb the Duty, if .payable, would have amounted to Appendix, N» 49 - 
^.141,820. 18. o. per annum. It is alfo in evidence, that the licenfed Appendix, N« 13. 
DiRillers evaded Duty on a quantity of Spirits, equal to both the quantity 
charged wdth Duty, and the quantity exported from the King’s ware- 
houfes ; whence it is probable, as w'c have before Riewn, that a lofs of 
Revenue was fuRained to the amount of 856,000 per annum. Befides 
the export from the King’s warehoufes, it appears that 231,646 gallons of Appendix, 
Spirits w^ere, on an average of the two laR years, exported from private ^“ 4 ^, 49 . 5 °. 
(lores; on which the drawback of the Spirit Duty, at 4J. 4r/. per gallon, 
amounted to ^.50,189. 19. 4.; this Run deduced from ,,T. 714,241. 10 7. 
will leave 664,051. 11. 3. as the whole receipt of Duty on home- 
made Spirits confumed in Ireland ; to which, if the above Run of;^. 856, 000 . 
be added, the. entire Duty, which ought to have lieen received from the 
licenfed DiRillers on Spirits conRuned in Ireland, will amount to 
1,520,051. II. 3.; and if it be granted, that one-third of the con-* 
fumption is Ripplied by unlicenfed, diRillation, we Riall be entitled to add 
^.760,025. 15. 7K as the Duty, which that portion ought annually to 
have paid ; making the entire I)uty, which Riould have been paid on 
home-made Spirits confiimed in Ireland, to amount to upwards of 
^.2,280,000 per annum; while the Duty, aclnally received thereon,. was 
little more than £.664,000. We do not profefs to place much reliance 
’On the accuracy of this Ratcment ; it w'ill, however, fei ve to give fome 
idea of the extent to which thefe frauds have been carried, and of the aug- 
mentation of Revenue which might reafonably be expedled from a due 
J24, Xx colledion 
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colledlion of this Duty, notwithftandlng that a confequent increafe of price 
Ilroald confiderably reduce the confumjjtion ; and if fuch a' rediiclion did 
take place, we may be allowed to look forward to correlpondent improve- 
ment in the morals and indullry of the people. 

Coniiderable difficulties a|)])ear to attend the detedliou of unlicenfed 
Stills, as perfons arc kept confiantly on the watch, and at the approach of 
any one fufjredled to be in learch, give the alarm by various fignahs ; fo chat 
the Stills, which are not permanently fet, may immediately be removed 
and concealed. ’ 

The Legiflature has from time to time made various provifions, and ferae' 
of them of great feverity, for the feppreffion of unliceuced Stills. The' 
principle on which thefe |;rovifions were framed, a]rpears to have been firft 
adopted in the Revenue Aft of 1791 ; and regulations have from time to 
time been f.nce introduced, to render its ojreration more efficient. . By an 
Aa of 1 806, which is the only Diftillery A 3 ' in force, any unlicenfed |)er-' 
fen having a Still, Still-head, Worm, or any other Utenfil for diftilliiw 
Spirits ; or any Spirits exceeding four gallons, except Spirits for which a 
I’ermit or Certificate (hall be produced ; or any Wafb, Pot Ale, Low Wines ' 
•or Singlings, found in his poffeflion, is made liable to a penalty of £. 20' 
for every fhch Still, Still-head, Wori-n, or other Utenfil for diftilling, and' 
to a forfeiture of twenty Shillings for every gallon of Spirits, or every ten 
gallons offuch Wafli, or every three gallons of fuch Low Wines or Singlino-s, 
lb found. Any perlbn harbouring, keeping, or concealing, or know.'infey 
jjermitting to be harboured, kept, or concealed, any Spirits, Low Wiiies 
Singlings, Wafli, or Pot Ale, unlawfully made or diftilled, is fubjedled to a. 
penalty of 5 for every iuch offence, and the Spirits, Low Wines, 
Singlings, Walh, and Pot Ale forfeited. Any perlon ufiiig a Still or Still- 
head for diftilling, or making or diftilling any Low Wines or Spirits, or 
brewing, making, or fermenting any Worts; Walh, or Pot Ale, wdierevvith 
and with the intent to diftil Low Wines, Singlings, or Spirits, wdthout 
having a Licence for diftilling, is declared guilty of a mildemeanor for the 
firft offence, and liable to tranljiortatlon for feven years for the lecond. By 
this Aft, any Juftice of the Peace receiving information ujion oath that any 
unlicenfed Still,,or other Utenfil for diftilling Spirits, had been found, or is 
ufed m any place within his jurifdiflion, is required to examine into the' 
truth of fuch information ; and if he has reafon to believe that fuch Still or 
other Utenfil has been fo ufed or found, to bind over the perfon or perfons' 
giving the information, to appear at the enfuing Affixes, or Prefentiiw' 
T erm, if in the county of Dublin, to give evidence, if neceftary, in fup'por° 
of fuch information ; and the Juftice is further required to caufe notice of 
fuch information to be' ferved on any tw'o inhabitants of the parilh, or if 
the Still or other Utenfil was found in any extra-j)arochial place, or on the 
mearmgs or bounds of any two or more parifhes, then on two fuch inhabi- 
tants of the townland in which any fuch unlicenfed Still or other utenfil 
was found or ufed ; and, previous to the next Affixes or Prefentinv Term 
to deliver to the Clerk of the Crown all fuch informalions fo made before' 
him, and all examinations taken by him thereon, and the Clerk of the 
Crown ,s direSed to lay the fame before the Court at the faid enfuing Affixes 
or Prelenting Perm; and if any perlon liable to pay Grand Jury Cefs in 
any fuch parifli or townland fliall appear, and offer to controvert the faft of 
finding or ufing fuch Still or other Utenfil, -or that the Still or other Utenfil 

was 
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,<.as uolicenled, or that the parift or townlancl mentioned in the informa- 
tion was the pan* or townland wherein fuch Still or other Utenfil was 
found or ufed, or (hall offer to prove that fnch Still or other Utenfd found 
,n fuch panfli or townland was collufively left or brought there for the 
jwrpofe of charging the parifo or townland with the penalty, or that the 
lame were not ufed in difl.llation within fuch parifh or townland the Court 
IS required to try the fa 3 or fads fo offered to be controverted or proved 
uithelamemanner as the trial of a traverfe to any prefbntment of a 
Grand jury, upon which trial the perfon giving the information is a com 
petent w.tnefs ; and if a verdift fliould be given agreeable to the inform" 
tion, or if no perfon fhould airpear at fuch Affzes or Prefentinv Term to 
controvert or ,,roye the fads, the Court is required to 6ne the“pariflr or 
townland in the fum of /;.5o; and to dired the Treafurer of the County 
to ifiue his warrant for levying the faid linn of /: 50 off the parifh nr 
p-maiid ™ which it fhall appear by the information that fueh Still wa 
ouiid or uled ; which faid fum of£. yo is to be levied by the Colledor of 
the Grand Jury Cefs, in like manner, and with like powers, authorities 
and remedies in cale of non-payment, as are provided in refped to aS' 
money to be levied under any prefentment of a Grand lurv ” 

The after deduding the coifs of recovery, is to be applied on- 
mmety to Charitable pinpoles therein mentioned, the other momty ^ tL“ ' 
Officer of Excife or Cuftoms, who fhall have given the informatL and 
profecuted the fame, to be difpofed of in retarding himf-if u r 
affiftants, under the diredion of the Commillio.iers of“Excir^; o^if the 
Informer be not an Officer of Excife or Cuftoms, then fuch moiety, unde 
k diredions of the Court, to be paid to the Informer; or to the Juftice of 
the leace to be applied according to his difcretion, in rewardino- the 

‘-^Wreffingunliceiifed Stills 
Any one inhabitant or landholder of a parifh or townland, who fhall 

have paid money on account of the penalty, may, at any time within three 
Jurats, proceed,™ behalr of the parifh or townland, to recover by Civil 
Bill agamft the- Owner of the unlicenfed Still or other Utenfil or Lainft 

ludv ’f I Affi ftant Barrifter or 

than Oif '■'=“'''=‘7 “ •’tid, fhall dired. Not more 

one perfon can recover on account of one and the fame penalty • and 
.ore than one fhall foe for the fame, the Bill of any ortii’i die 

hi'or brlr^'f n" “""'■wely leaving 

for d ft^ ^ ^ny panfli or townland an unlicenfed Still' or Utenfd 
toakl or townland may become liable 

Office civil^X T; incapable of holding any 

mce, civil or military, m the fervice of His Majeftv. 

'verlXm'rr’XX loft Spring Affizes a great number of informations 
profecuted, many convidions had, and penalties levied to the amounf 
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■ (ticlaiv..) * ‘ ^ _ Fermanao-h, Tvrone, Dor.negal, 

of £.7.9I° The infliaion of thefe penalties is 

Derrv, Leitrim, nloiugn. , “ ■ „ . decking for a time, unhcenfed 

Rated to have had an '-““'-‘^the laft Sommer Affizes there were alfo 

£^;:;;^:Uh::::th::::tr^ 

"T'trrfletfeL of all Laws will depend on the cekrity wdth, 
w^.rJn:hhnmntfoUm.tl.o^me,^^^^^^^ 

that the leaft poffible delay (honld take P'^“ P;f;=Ffi^/,he^va 
.tions to conviftton, for winch in thefe cafes, (honld 

-County (honld iffue his warrant .or h ^ time of 

(iimnlatethe Officer to mcreafed aaivity. „,^„tred, due diligence 

For -difficulties of proof, fuch as appeal to ^ve °ccu. r ’ ^ 

in theconduaof the profecntion ought, pted fome itlflative pm 

remedy ; for fuch other difficulties as have been Rated, fome le^illitiv 1 

^“luhTil'^larelnaant to recommend an extenfion of Laws^^^^^^ 
peimltv on the townland or pan(h, to the fmdmg any , 

trial in the proper County may be apprehended, we think the Com 
rne.-s of E^cife hmee the power of direfting the trial to take place 

to us Rom the Board of Exclfe. 

Apprnto.N=4C p,,d, the four years and a 

,806, under the head of Rewards and Expellees (exclufive ^ 

rL of i-.e 8 ,ozt. I. O. on account of the feizure of unhcenfed Stills , 

whereby^the townlands and parifhes incurred penalties to '^e ttmo™ 

r , .7 Lo. ; of which, during the fii'R three years of that penod, there « 
tiflrffthetownlands a Rim of ^.yeo only; 

(from thez 9 th September 180 J, the penalty was made “ ^ 

pariOi inftead of the townland, and mcreafed from ^.-Oto^,:, 
of/.q^q. 5-; the half-year ended in June 

In the year 1 802 , it muft be obiTerved, that the difficulties of cai rying 
execution the Ads then in force, gave rife to a recommendation 
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pg;^jing any further proceeding for fuch penalties ; fiiice which time, aixl ApoendiXj 56. 
until the latter part of the year 1805, notwithftaRding feveral lucc’effive ♦ 

alterations, for the purpofe of amending the Law, very few penalties have 
been levied, and thofe moftly upon the cliftridl: of Ennis '; the increafed 
ainotinr, however, of the penalties recovered in the following vear, manifeli 
the cammencement of greater exertion. 

'j'he iums Rated in the annexed Account, under the heads of Rewards to 
Revenue Oiiicers, Coaftahies, Military, and Yeomanry, comprize fmall Appe.ndix, N»46. 
Bounties, given under the regulations of the Board for the icizure of un- Appendix, N®59 
licenfed Stills, Still-heads, Vvorms, &c. Returns of rhele icizurcs are mads 
to the ]^02!rd quarterly, in a printed form, and certified by the Collcdlor Appendix, 
of the diftricl ; particularizing the perfons employed, the time when upon 
fervice, the number of Stills, &c. ieized, the f.i'ihftence money paid to 
Military and Conftal)le«, the place where feized, and from whom ; and 
containing columns for the remarks of the Officer, and for the Colledlor’s 
Report on each feizure. After the examination of this Return, the Board 
make their order on the Colledlor for payment of the rewards ; one-half of Appendix, N“6a. 
which has, within the laft two years, been withdrawn from the Officers in. 
cafes unaccompanied by the conviftioa of the parifh, or the Difriller. It 
appears, that the Returns do not in general contain Rich particulars of the Appendix, N*5S. 
feizure, as may enable the Board to judge of the propriety of commencing 
profecutions agairiR the townlands- or pariffics ; and that Rich profecutions, 
under their diredfion, feldom take place, unlefs where Officers are fpecially 
ient out by the Board for the purpofe of detecting unlicenfed Stills. 

Id render the operation of the Law prompt and effeiRual, we recom- 
mend, thatthefe Returns ffiouldbe made more frequently, and always con- 
tain Rich jiarticiilars as might enable the Board, in every cafe, to judge of 
the expediency of diredling a profecution ; and that copies of ail informa- 
tions before MagiRrates ffiould be fent up, in order that Rich as it might 
be proper to proceed upon fhould be feledlsd ; for w'e tliiak it highly im- Appendix, N“ 51. 
probable, that out of 469 informations brought forward at the laR Summer 
Affizes(of which 174 failed) 113 could have been quaffied for informality, 
if the cafes had been Rrbmitted to previous contideration ; iuch a precaution 
would tend both to prevent the recurrence of frequent failures, and tlie 
unprofitable expenditure of the pulilic money. 

There is ground for Rifpedting the feizure of unlicenfed Stills to be in Appendix, N®6i. 
•many inRances preconcerted ; and that the DiRiller Rijiulares tao afford the 
opportunity of making a feizure, upon cemdition of the Officers forbearing Appendix, N® yp 
to profecLite. We cannot, except on the fuppofition of ibme compadt of 
this nature, account for the extraordinary difproportion between the num- 
ber of feizures made, and of informations brought. It might therefore, 
pofiibly, be advifable to extend the principle already acknowledged, in the Appendix, N»6o. 
partial rediidion of the rewards, by adding to theprefent amount of them, 
tvhere the feizures are followed by conviftions ; and in other cafes with- 
•drawLig them altogether from the Officers of Excife. We have dwelt the 
tnore fully on this part of the fubjeft, becaufe we are purfuacled, that the 
Reqency of convi<Rions, efpecially of individuals concerned in unlicenfed 
fliftillation, would be amongR the moR probable means of effecling its 
^uppreffioii. 

NotwithRanding the feverity of the Laws in force againR unlicenfed 
^iftillationj they do not appear to have anfwered tlie end propofed. 

Yy It 
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It is, ]:;eihaps, in ibme meafure owing to the connivance of Rcvcmic 
^vppcndix, N' 45. Officei'S, to general combination, and to the countenance given by the pro- 
prietors of land, that the olijefl of thofe Laws has been lb long defeated. 
Ir is a jircvaiiii'tg opinion, that if unliceufed dlRiHation w^ere kipprefied, the 
\ alue of grain would be diminilhed, and the Farmer and Landholder 
thereby injured. There is no necdlity for combating this opinion : ith 
.obvious, ho'vvcvcr, that if legal difriliation could be introduced and' eii- 
' couraged, in tliofe parts of the Country where jirlvatc Ddiillers lb much 
abound, the Fanner could have no dilFiCulty in fnding a market for hii 
graiit. It mav, therefore, be advifable to encourage the introdudlon of 
licenfecl Stills in thofe jiarts where unlicenlcd diflillation chiefiy pj'evails; 
this might be attempted, !)v aaithorizing in fuch iituations the ufe of Stills 
of a fmaller lize, but of the prefcriljed proportions, leaving the place and 
number to be fixed at the dhcrction of the Commiflioners of Excife. This 
mealure, betides producing an augmentation ofRevenue, might be expefled 
to give life to and encourage a clafs of men in thofe diftnds, who would 
be interefted in aiding the Revenue to. fupprefs unlicenlcd diftiilation, and 
•would at the fame lime afford an example of ilibordination and obedience 
to the Laws. 

. The fidelity of the Officers is fo effential to the fecurity of the Revenue, 

that it would be faperfluous to infift on the policy of making their fituations 
Appendix, N« 62. Rich as they might be afraid to hazard. The fmallnefs, however, of the 
falaries ])aid to the Officers imrr,ediately in .charge of Diflilleries, would 
alone juftify the apprehenfion, that as long as the pi'ovifion made foi- them 
is infufficient even for bare maintenance, the Diftiller will eafily prevail 
againft the interefts of the Public ; we would therefore recommend, that 
a Gauger’s falary, independent of adventitious gain from feizures, fhoiild be 
fo far auo-mented as to be competent to his fupport ; that the Surveyor, as 
he is a more confidential Officer, ffiould be more liberally paid ; and that, 
as the good condubl of both thofe Officers will be enforced by the vigilant 
fuperintendance of the infpedlor, his falary fiiould be fuch as to place him 
above temptation. Ifbefidesthis a gradation of falaries in each rank was 
fixed, the Officers might become accuftoraed to look forward only to fuch 
legitimate fources of emolument, as would be the reward of fuperior vigi- 
lance and exertion. 

We cannot clofe this Report without exprefiing our convidlion, that the 
efficacy of thefe or any other meafures for the improvement of this branch 
of the Revenue, mufi; ultimately depend on the eftablifiiment and main- 
tenance of a ftrid fyftera of difeipline by the Board of Excife. 





J. S. ROCHFORT. (i.s.) 


Office of Enquiry, 


FRED" GEALE. (l.s.) 


Srickville-fireet, Dublin, 


ROBERT ALEXANDER, (l.s.) 


5th March 1807. 


CHARLES SAXTON. (t.s.) 
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APPENDIX. 



No. I. 

The' Examination of JOHfJ CROKER, Efqulfe} taken upon Oath, the 
29th December 1806. 

' THIS Examinant faith, 

THAT he is'^Surveyor General of the Port and Diftridl of Dublin. 

That from all the information he has been able to obtain, Diftillers in general are 
able to do the quantity of work required by law, and thofe who work 500 gallon 
Stills more. He thinks that the allowances now made for liberty of the Still to work 
. are fully fufficient, but from the complaints made by Diftillers of the want of Still- 
room, he would be inclined to allow them on Wafh one-eighth inftead of one-tenth, 
provided means could be devifed of taking an account of all the Wafti made. He is 
of opinion, that the allowance of ten gallons of Wafh for one gallon of Spirits is too 
great. He thinks that the Saccharometer, if ufe'd, would be a good check on the 
Wafh j he cannot form a decided opinion as to the propriety of allowing more time 
for fermentation, but Is apprehcnfive that it would be dangerous, as Diftillers have 
been fo much in the habit of renewing their Backs. The number of charges impofed 
on different fized Stills, were made according to the beft judgment Examinant could 
form from the information he received, but he had not the opportunity of grounding 
his opinion on any aflual experiments. 

The preferibing a fhape to the Stills, was with a view to prevent frauds on the 
Revenue from rapidity of work. 

He is not able to form an opinion, whether it would be better to prevent the fire 
from coming round the fides of the Still, and confine it to the bottom only. 

He does not fee any objedtion to allowing the Diftiller, under proper regulations, 
to draw off his Spirits at any ftrength he pleafes, and charging him with the excefs 
•above proof. He is of opinion chat the ftrength of Spirits ought to be tned by the 
Hydrometer. 

John Croker. 

J. S. Roebfort. 

Fred‘s Geals, 

- Robert Alexander. 

Charles Saxton. 



No. 2. 

A TABLE of Charges on Stills, impofed by the Diftillery Adi of 46 Geo. III. 
Chap. 88. 



Content of Stills. 
Gallons. 


Spirits chargeable 
per Month. 
Gallons. 


Number of 
Still Charges. 


3,000 


50,400 


48 


2,750 ■ 


48,125 


50 


2,500 


45 > 5°0 


52 


2,250 


42,525 


. 54 


2,000 


39,200 


; 56 


h 75 o 


35^525 - 


58 


1,500 


32.550 


€2 


1,250 


28,000 


64 


1,000 


23,100 


66 


750 


18,900 ' 


72 


500 


12,930 


74 
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A Scheme of charges on Stills, calculated proportionably to the 
Superficial Inches of the Bottom and One-fourth of the Side, commencing with 
the Charge impofed by the 46 Geo. ill. Cap. 88. on a Still of 3,000 Gallons. 



Content of 
Siill. 
Gallons. 


Superficial Inches 
,>f Bottom and one- 
fourth of the Side. 


Spirits chargeable 
Monthly. 
Gallons. 


Equal 

to 

Still Charges.- 


3,000 


19,257.15 


50,400 


48 ■ 


*.750 


18,163.27 


47,537 


49i 


2,500 


17,048.21 


44,618 




2,250 


15,889.07 


41,585 


5 -i 


2,000 


14,698.09 


38,467 


S 4 i 


1,750 


13.433.08 


35,157 


57i 


1,500 


12,134-39 


31,758 


6o| 


1,250 


■ 10^737-27 


28,101 


64 


1,000 


9,256.43 


24,226 


69 


750 


7,650,01 


20,021 




500 


5.834-<5i 


1 5,270 


8yi 


400 


5,024.88 


13,15^ 


931 


300 


4,157.84 


10,855 


103 + 


200 


3,163.48 


8,279 


ii8i 



No. 4. 



The Examination of NICHOLAS FANNING, Infpedtor General of 
Excifej taken on Oath, the lych, 23d, and 24th of September 1S06. 

This Examinant faith, 

That he is an Infpe^lor General of Fxcife j that he was appointed in the month of 
Odlober 1.801. His duty is, before the 2gth of September in every year, to meafiire 
the Stills and Ucenfils of every Dillillerin hisdiftri^t who wilhed to take out a Licence. 
The whole Excife of the diftridt of the city of Dublin was in his charge, conjointly 
with another Infpeiftor General, till about eight months ago, when it was divided into 
two diftridls, and he was put in charge of a northern one. duty is now confined 
to the infpedlion of Diftillers and Tanners alone. There are but five Diftillcries in 
his diftridt. He takes the dimenfions of the Stills, to fee that they are conform- 
able CO the fliape required by law, and afcercains the content by filling them with 
water. In meal'uring the Stills he generally ui'es a five gallon veficl, which he has 
previoufiy afeertained to be corredt. He has found frequent attempts made to deceive 
him when afeertaining the contents of Stills, fuch a.s lining them with copper colour 
tiles, and introducing blown bladders. He has reafon however to believe chat other 
Officers have been deceived 5 and he has now a Still under feizure for containing 35 
gallons more than the Licence was granted for. He regularly gauges and tabulates 
ail the other utenfils. He has .found, upon fubfequent examination, that fome-Bac-ks 

havt 
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have been enlarged after having been ganged and tabulated. He makes a retui-a 
•upon oath to the Board of ail the above particulars before a Licence is granted to the 
.Diftiller. It is his.duty to fee that the Gaugers and Surveyors under him are well 
acquainted with their dutyj but he Is not aware that they are required to have any 
-bcok of written inftruftions, nor has he ever feen any fuch in their cuftody. When- 
ever any accident happens to a Still, or any alteration takes place in it, it is his duty 
to examine it, and if there be any alteration to corredt it immediately accidents re- 
quiring his attendance frequently occur, at lead eight or ten times in the courfe of 
the year; within the laft year they have been more frequent. It is his duty aifo to 
examine the Officers Vouchers, to deliver out books, and to communicate fuch 
orders of the Board as he is required, to the inferior Officers, which he has ufually 
done verbally. _ A principal part of his duty is to make frequent check irifpcdcions of 
the piftilieries in his diftridt; he never has made any at night, unlefs in cafe of fpe- 
cial information. In mofl cafes he enters the Hate of the houfe in the Minute Book 
kept in the Diftillery, and if any material difference appears, he reports it to the 
Board. He fometimes omits to make an entry of his vUit in the Minute Book, in 
order to keep the Officer in ignorance of the account he has taken but he makes no 
entry of his check viuts in any other book. The reports to the Board, as they occur, 
are made on ioofc papers ; no book is kept for chat purpofe. He does not report 
every yariadon chat he finds, as where in a (lock of 30,000 gallons of Wafb, where, 
on taking the dips in the Backs, he finds a difference of no more than 1,000 or 2,000 
gallons from that appearing by the laft entry in the Officers books, he does not think 
it neceffary to report the circumftance to the Board, as it may frequently occur with- 
out any negligence of the Officers ; for during a ftate of fermentation, it is fcarcely 
poffible that the B.acks can be dipped with greater accuracy. He never fuffers any 
perfon belonging to the Diftillery to ufe the dipping rule for him, and rakes the dip 
with his own hand, unlefs when affifted by an Officer, and then he is at hand to exa- 
mine whether it be corredlly done. In dipping the Backs, as alfo Spirit and Singling 
calks, he lias frequently found ftools introduced' with a view of deceiving the Office” 
On his^ infpeftions, he has generally found the entries made by the Officers in 
the Minute Book to be very corre<ft. He is not required to vific at any particular 
time, but he makes his infpedtion about once a week, when not otherwife officially 
employed. 1 he Surveyors and Gaugers in his diftriifl are ordered through him to 
make their vifits a.s follows ; the Gauger three times on each day, between the hours 
of fix in the morning and ten at night ; the firft vifit Qiould be made between fix and 
ninejn the morning, the fecond vific between one and three in the afternoon, and the 
third from eight to ten, but as near ten as poffible. The Surveyor is to make one 
vific daily, and chat before one o’clock. He does not recolledt to have called on the 
Officers CO vary the hours of their vifits between the times limited. It is Examinant’s 
bufincfs to report if the Officers fail in making their vifiss accordingly, unlefs they 
account fatisfaiftorily for the omiffion. Examinant thinks that Difiillcrs make more 
Spirits than they pay Duty for, but to what extent he cannot fay. He conceives that 
this is done'by night- work, and by the renewal of Backs, which may be eafily done, 
fo as to evade detection by the Officer, as he is of opinion that Pot Ale may, in fix 
hours, by haftening the procefs, be made to appear like Pot Ale three days old, which 
has undergone the regular fermentation. He is of opinion that tlie manner in 
which the Diftillers now hurry their work in order to make private Spirits, is at- 
tended with very great lofs to them, by reafbii of the inadequate produce extraded 
from the Grain. He has underftood, that where Diftillers were accuftomed formerly 
to draw from feven to eight gallons of Spirits from a barrel of Corn, tliey do not now' 
in many inftances extradt more than from five to five-and a half gallons per barrel. Pie 
•thinks that an ufeful check would be obtained, by obliging the Diftiller to proportion 
the Kieve to the fize of the Still. The fees he receives now arc as follows; twenty 
guineas for every meafurement of the body and head of a Still ; whenever any mate*- 
rial accident happens fo as to require a piece to be put on the Sti’l, or any alteration 
to be made thereon, or in the head, notice is ferved on him, and be attends to re- 
mcafure them, and receives a frelh fee. He thinks he has been called oh to meafure 
each Still in his dift'ridt about three times in every year. Pie is entitled to one guinea 
for every pupil inftruefted ; the general number is from twenty to thirty in the year. 
He receives for braziers Permits at the rate of 5/5 for each, -about five guineas a year. 
Thefc were the ufual fees received by the Inipcdtor General at the time of this iixa- 
•minant’s appointment. Having ftated thefc and other fees, which he docs not now 
receive, to the Board, both in the yc;:rs 1S02 and 1S04, and the Board having ex- 
preffed no dlfapprobation thereat, he has confidered himieif juftified in continuing to 

receive 
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receive them. He does not, either diredUy or indiredlly, receive or take any other fee, 
gratuity, perquifite, or emolument, of any nature or kind whatfeever. 

T'^ich'^ Faming, 

,j. S. P.cchfcrt. P. Gen'. Excife. 

Fred’ Geale. 

Robert Alexander. 

Cha' Saxton. 



No. 5. 

"The Examination of Mr. HILL CLEMENTS ; taken on Oath, the 
nth, i2th, i;^ih, 14th, 15th 18th, 1.9th, 20th 26th, 29th, and 30th 
of AuguH, and 3d of September 1806. 

'T’hts Examinant faith. 

That he was appointed an ’extra fuperniimerary' Gauger in the year 1789, in the 

• diliridt of Dublin ; in about a year-and-a-half afterwards he was appointed a fupernu- 
mcrary, and in about three years after his appointment as extra fupernumerary, he was 
made a full Gauger, which he now’is. Shortly after his appointment fti 3789, he was 
removed to Cork, where he remained rill June i8o5j during this period he was 
employed in various branches of the Excife, rroftly in attending Malt Houfes, but 
for the laft three months he was in charge of a Diftillery. On his firft appointment, 
•he was put under the inftruftion of a Surveyor and two Gaugers for one month, and 

by them certified to be duly- qualified} before he was permitted to goon duty, he 
received a printed book of inftrudtions from the. Infpedor General, and has fince, 

■ occafionally, received from the Board-further inftruftions and abflradts from feveral 
A£ts of Parliament relating to the Excife, which have been fubfequently pafled. On 
his return to Dublin in 1805, he was at firil appointed to the charge of two Dif- 
tilieries, but latterly has been confined to the attendance on one, the only Still in 
•which is of the content of 1,560 gallons j this content he afeertained from an entry, 
made by the Infpecior General in the Minute Book, which is a book lying in the 
Diftillery for the ufe and infpedtion of ail Officers who vifit. In this book and in the 
Stock Book kept by Examinant, is a particular account of the fixed utcnfils ufed in 
the Diftillery, for Worts, Pm Ale, Singlings, Spirits, and -Feints, and a feparate 

• column opened for each veflel or utenfil. All chefe utenfils, except the Coppers 
. and Malh Kieves, have been, as he believes, previoufly gauged by the proper Officer, 
and their contents entered in the Tabulation Book, of which they are four copies ; one 
•in the cuftody of Examinant, one for the Surveyor, one for the Infpedtor, and one 

for the Examiner of Gaugers books ; this book ffiews the contents agreeable to the 
dip of the different utenfils. The inches of the dip are not marked on the VefTeJ, 

• but are always afeertained by the dipping of the rule, which he ufes hinifelfi The 

• Cooler has necefiarily a degree of declenfion for the purpofe of letting off the liquor, 

• and by experiment, the average dipping place is afeertained, which is marked, and 
the dip is always taken there, No check dip is taken, to afeertain whether or not 
the fame degree of inclination of the Cooler is preferved, becaufe as no charge is 
made from the Cooler, he confiders it unneceffary. Since his coming into charge of this 
Diftillery, he has not re-gauged any of the old utenfils, but relies on tlie corrcflrnefs of 
the Tabulation Book in relpedt to their contents, which he received from the Sur- 
veyor. All the utenfils which have been made fince his coming into charge, have 
;been gauged by this Examinant and the Surveyor, or by the Surveyor. 

He is ordered to vifit the Diftillery three times each day, except Sundays, which 
he does but feldom earlier than eight o’clock in the morning, or later than about nine 
in the evening, except on the evenings of Saturdays, when he ufually vifits between 
■eleven and twelve o’clock, and generally takes care to have the fire drawn; at this 
•vifit he does not take with him his Stock Book, as from the lacenefs of the hour it 
might be attended with danger of his being robbed of it on the way. The three 
vifits are made nearly at the lame hour each day. He never vifits after twelve oNlock 
at r.ight, or before fix o’clock in the morning. He vifits only once on Sundays, and 
then generally between four and feven o’clock in the evening, to fee that the Still and 
Houle are liirnt, and that there is no appearance of working for that day, as the 
Diftillery is not allowed to work on Sundays. At every vifit, except tbofe on 
^Suudays, he requires the Diftiller to exhibit all the veffels or utenfils ufed in the Dif- 

tiilcry { 
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tillery; he examines them to afcertain fuch as are empty, and fuch as contain 
liquor. Pie then enters in the Minute Book tlie day and hour of his vifit, and notes 
in the column for each veffcl or utenfil whether empty or with liquor; if with 
liquor, he dips the veflel and enters the inches of the dip ; and in the cafe of Backs 
concainin? Wa!h, he notes tlie flate of the fermentation; he notes alfo in the Stili 
column whether the Still be filent or charged; if charged, whether with Walh or 
Singlings. The like particulars he enters in his Stock Book, which, in thefe refpeits, 
is an exaft duplicate or copy of the Minute Book. 

After the clofe of the quarter, new Minute and Stock Books are opened, and the 
old Minute and Stock Books are given up by Examinant to the Surveyor, who de- 
livers them to the Examiner of Gaugers Books. The new books commence with 
the laft entry in the old books, and in the new Stock Book is brought forward the 
number of days the Still has worked during the current month, and the quantity 
of Spirits for which the Dih.iiler has been charged Duty during that time. 

The firfl: account he takes is of the Wort in the Wort Receivers and Coolers, as a 
check on the quantity afterwards received in the Backs; but as the Worts are ge- 
nerally put on and run off the Coolers during the intervals of his vifits, the account 
from the Cooler cannot be confidered as accurate, and he conceives it of little 
importance as the charge is never made on the Worts. He feldom knows w’hat 
number of mafiiing's are made in the day, nor is there any account taken of the 
fmall Worts, which are ufualiy mixed with the fuccceding day’s brewing. The next 
account is of the Wafn in rhe Backs, which is the firfl Rage in which the charge is 
made, and it is the firfl accurate, account be has of what is flrewn to him for the 
brewing of the day. At his vifit he generally taftes the Worts, Walh, Singlings, 
Feints, and Spirits, to fee that they are fuch as are declared ; he does not think chat 
the liquor in the Backs can be changed vvithout his difcoverlng it, he never did 
difeover at any time, when he tafted the liquor in the Backs, that they had been 
renewed. He makes his charge on the Walh, the Low Wines or Spirits, wliichever 
he fhall find to produce the molt Duty. That on the Wafh is made on the dccrcafe, 
if it be greater than the content of the Still, or on the content of the Still if that be 
greater than the decrcale of Wafii ; every decrcafe of Walh he confiders as a proof 
of the Still having been at work, unlefs in cafe of accidents, or of the decreafe being 
very inconfiderable. 

In cafe the decreafe of Wafli fliould appear beyond the charge of the Stil), he 
charges Duty on the extra decreafe. In this cafe he only charges the common Duty 
on the extra decreafe, let^thc cxcefs of fuch decrcafe be ever fo great. 

The charge from the Low Wines is likewife made on the decreafe, where that 
decreafe fiiall be greater than the content of the Still, if it be greater, than that 
decreafe. He has never known the charge on the decreafe of Singlings, to come 
nearer the charge on the decreafe of Wafh than about three-fourth.s, or nearer the 
charge on the increafe of Spirits. The decreafe of Singlings cannot be accurately 
fhewn, as they arc lb frequently, added to and diminilhed in the abfcnce of the 
Officer, and fo Ihort a time (lationary, that, from the nature of the bufinefs, he 
cannot keep any correft account of them. Where the increafe of Spirits (bail exceed 
the charge on the Waffi or on the Low Wines, the charge' is made on the Spirits. 
In making his charge on Walh, for every nine gallons of Walh he charges one 
gallon of Spiiits; and if making it on the Low Wines, he would charge one 
gallon of Spirits for every three gallons of Low Wines or Singhngs. 

The Dilliller, before every brewing of Corn, is required to enter a notice in a 
book lying in the Dillillery, for the infpeflion of all Excife Officers, of the quantity 
and kind of Corn intended to be brewed, and the time when the brewing is to take 
place, and the time when it will , be off. The Officer does not take any account 
•of the quantity of Corn ufed at each brewing, any farther than as above fpe- 
iCified. 

At the clofe of each day he computes the decreafe of Walh, and the reduftlon of 
it into Strong Waters, and enters the number of gallons of each in the proper co- 
lumns of his -Stock Book. Alfo each day he Ihcws the Spirit increafe, if any; this 
he finds by adding to the Rock on hand, the quantity permitted for that day ; and 
thence deducing the quantity on hand the night before, the balance will be the 
increafe chargeable on that day’s work. 

Ac the clofe of the week he totals the decreaRs of Walh, and the Spirits charge- 
able thereon, as entered in the Stock Book each day during the week in their 
refpedlivc columns; to the latter he adds the Singlings reduced to Spirits, which 
were in the' Dillillery at the clofe of the .preceding week; thefe he totals, and then 
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deducts the Singlings reduced to Spirits, which appear on hand at the clofe of the 
current week; the balance is the Wafn charge of ti^ week. 

He likewife, at the ciofe of the. week, adds to the quantity of Spirits then appearing 
in the Didillery, the quantity permitted during the week; tliefr he totals, and then 
deducts the quantity in the Diflillery at the dole of the preccd ng week, the balance 
is the Spirit charge for the current week: this he compares with the total of the 
daily entries made in the Stock Book of the increafe of Spirits, with which it ought 
to agree. 

The charge made up againll the Diftiller for the week, is examined by the 
Surveyor. The particulars of the charge are entered in a printed form, called a 
Voucher, which is ligned by the Surveyor and Gauger, and returned to the Colh-ftor ; 
from the grofs amount of the Duty both in Stock Book and Voucher is deduded 

1 6. -per-cent, which is allowed by law on a 1,500 gallon Still. In cafe of Spirits 
being warehoufed, the quantity chargeable for the week is fiaewn in the Stock Book 
and Voucher, and the quantity warehoufed being deduded therefrorh, the Duty on 
the difference is charged in Stock Book and Voucher. He aifo returns two weekly 
Vouchers for tlie Permit Stamp Dutv, to the Colleftor, which are examined and 
figncd by the Infpcfiior and Surveyor, and one monthly Voucher to the Permit 
Office, containing an account of the Number of each Permit granted by him for 
that month, widi tiic Dillilicr’s name, the perfoa and place where feat, and the number 
of calks and gallons. 

He charges the Diffilier eacl\ week for the work aiftua’ly done that v/eek, for the 
firft three weeks of the month ; and on the clofc of the fourth week, if he finds the 
total work to be lefs than rlie number of charges required by law, he charges for the 
deficiency; if the four weeks work exceeds the quantity required, ht charges the 
cxcefs. 

He never locks up the Still. If the Diftiller gives notice to difeontinue, the Still 
is taken down and removed, ana the works pulled down, fo as to prevent the Still 
ffom being died. 

He never tiies by the Hydrometer the (Irength of Wadi Feints; Singlings, or Spi- 
rit.s, nor does he make iiis charge ngainlt the Difliller according to the lirength of 
any of them; but he tries the flrength of Feints by the tafte, and he believes no 
Hydrometer now in ufe in this kingdom would fnew the ftrength of Feints. He 
notes the increafe and decreaCc of Feints, but he does not make any charge there- 
{rom, unlefs they be found mixed with Walk or Singlings, or charged in the Still. 
He never has fern the Feints mixed with Wafii or Singlings, or fpilled, or the Still 
charged folely with Feints; he believes however, but is by no means certain, that 
the Feints are in general u!ed in the Still with the Pot Ale, but he does not believe 
that they are ever mixed in the Backs with the Pot Ale. He does not know what 
time it would take for the Still to work off* a charge of either Walk, Singlings, or 
Feints. He almoff every day takes the liquor returned to him as Spirits, Singlings, 
Feints, Walk, or Vv^’orts, in the Diftiller’s ftock, to fee that they arc fuch as a°c de- 
clared. 

When he finds the Still at work, he requires from the Diftiller a declaration of 
what the charge confifts, and examines to lee that the charse agrees with the de- 
claration, and notes the charge in his Minute and Stock Books. Corn Walk muft be 
diftiiled within fix days, including the day of brewing and the day of diftiiiinm He 
enters in bis Minute and Stock Books, the day on which each brewing commences, 
and it appears by thefe books when the diftillation of a brewing has been completed. 
He does not recollecft: to have ever found a brewing remain beyond the time limited 
by law, widiouc charging it. 

In cafe he commits any error in his charge againft the Diftiller, if he difeovers it 
himfelf, he redlifies it in a fublcquent charge, by adding or deducing the amount of 
the error, as the cafe may be. i his he does, as he conceives he is empowered to do, 
on his own authority, without any application to the Board. The particulars of the 
error, and the correction, are always detailed in his Stock Book. 

The_ Diftiller is required to make weekly a return to the Colledor of the quantity 
of Spirits made during the week, which Examinant believes he takes from the dc- 
creafes of Walk or increafes of Spirits, whichever are moft. Thefe returns he has 
found, as often as he has feen them, to agree with his own; but he has never feen 
more than three or four of them. No Spirits can legally be removed from the 
Diftillery, without a Permit from the Gauger, who is furnilked with a Permit Book 
and Ticket Book, confifting of printed forms of a Permit and Duplicate, with blarik-s 
left for tiie mfertion of the number of the Permit, the diftrid walk, Diftiller’s name 
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the name of the perfon to whom fenr, his place of refidence, the number of cafles, 
the quantity of Spirits, the name of the peiibn who diftilled them, the day and 
month, the time for which the Permit is to be in force, and the time from which it 
comi'oences, with the name of the Officer who grants the Permit. The blanks of 
the permit and Duplicate being filled up, the Permit is tlten cut out, and delivered to 
the Difiiller. This Permit accompanies the Spirits to the place of deftinarion, where 
it ou'^hc to be delivered to the Officei- of chat walk, within 24 or- 48 hours after its 
arrival, whofe duty it is, immediately on receipt thereof, to examine the Spirits, to 
fee whether they correfponc! with the Permit. This Permit the Officer on receiving 
it ouerht to wafer to the duplicate of his Certificate Book, and then give the Certifi- 
cate to the perfon from whom he received the Permit, as a cover for the Spirits, 
whidi it protefts for three months, and then to be renewed. This Certificate contains 
a copy of the Permit, and certifies that the Officer granting the fame had examined 
the Spirits, and fworn the perfon to whom the Spirits were fcnc as to their identity, 
and that none ocher was conveyed by virtue of that Permit. When the Diftilier 
requires a Permit for the removal of Spirits, he gives notice in writing to Exami- 
nant, Hating the number of calks and tbs quantity of Spirits to be removed, the 
place whither, and perfon to whonn they are to be fent. Examinant does generally, 
but not always, attend at tlic removal, conceiving that his duty docs not require him fo 
to do. He uniformly takes flock at the next viftt, and he never grants a Permit on 
any day either at or after his hft vifit. The Diftilier, when he intends to warc- 
houfe Spirits, applies to him for a Permit, in the fame manner as for other Permits. 
The removal of fuch Spirits generally cakes place between the hours of ten in the 
morning, and two in the afternoon. He is more frequently prefent at the removal 
of Spirits for warehoufmg, than at the removal of Spirits on other occafions. On 
the next vi'fit after the removal, he cukes flock after the Spirits have been ftored 
and gauged by the proper Officer on the Quay; a receipt is given to Exami- 
nant, ligned by the Storekeeper, fpecifying the name of the perfon who ftored the 
Spirits, the number of calks ftored, their marks and numbers, the concents in gal- 
lons by gauge, their ftrength, and the day when received. He does not make any 
ufe of the endorftment on the back of the receipt of the ftrength of the Spirits, as 
he does not keep any account of their ftrength, either in ftock or going out of ftock. 
On getting this receipt, he dedufts from the number of gallons with which the 
Diftilier has been charged for the week, the number of gallons mentioned in the 
receipt to have been warehoiifed, and having made two copies of this, one for his 
Stock Book, and one for the Colledtor, he annexes one copy and the original to the 
Vouchers, which he returns to the Collector. He never tries the ftrength of the 
Spirits which he permits robe warehoufed. In making the entries in the Minute 
and Stock Books, and in filling up Permits and Tickets, he generally ufes his own 
ink, and fometimes the Diflilier’s. Examinant receives from the Diftilier no regular 
fees, but about feventy-two guineas a year for attendance at extra hours to grant 
Permits; this fum he confiders to be partly a gratuity, and partly in lieu of fees. 
He receives it in uncertain fnms, fometimes from the Diftilier ofhis own accord, and 
fometimes upon the application of Examinant ; he conceives, that he is by law entitled 
to the fum of three-pence for each Permit and Ticket, this he believes would amount 
to about thirty guineas a year. He thinks he receives annually, in addition to this, 
about twenty gallons of Spirits, but not more, for his own confumption; and he 
does not receive, cither dirccUy or indirectly, any ocher gratuity, fee, reward, per- 
quifice, or emolument, of any nature or kind whatfoever, under any pretence, or by 
any device or contrivance whatfoever. 

Hill Clemevls. 

J. S. Rochfort, 

Fred’ Geale. 

Cha^ Saxton. 



No 6, 

The Examination of BEAUCHAMP HILL, Efquire; taken on Oath, 

: the 3d, 4th, and 9th days of September 1806. 

This Examinant faith, 

That he has been a Surveyor of Excife for the laft four years, having previoufty 
been a Gauger for nearly twelve years. He has been in charge of his prefent 
124. furvey. 
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furvey, in which there are two Diftillerles, iince the month of June 1805. In each 
concern there is but one Still of 500 gallons content. It is his duty to vifit each of 
thefe Diftillerles once every day, to fee that the OfBcers under liim do their duty in 
taking the Diftiller’s ftock, and bringing the fame to charge. By a late order fronv 
the Infpedor General, Surveyors are required to vifit before one in the afternoon; 
previous to that order, Examinant vificed at uncertain hours during the day; he 
now vifits at uncertain times of the morning: he is not required to, nor does he 
vific at night. he takes an account of all Worts, -Wafb, Singlings, Feints, 

and Spirits, by dipping the different veftcls which contain liquor; jn dipping them, 
he generally ufes the rule hinifetf, and fomecimes he permits the perfon who attends 
on the parcof the Diftiller to ufe it, at the fame time taking care to fee chat the 
dip is corredly taken, He taftes the fevera! liquors in procefs of diftiiiation. 

The Diftiller is obliged to give notice of tiie lime ofeach brewing or mafhing, and 
of the quantity of Corn which he intends to ufe ip each mafhing, but the Officer is 
not required to, and does not take any account thereof. He is of opinion, that the 
taking an account of die quantity of Corn ufed under fuch notice, could form no 
check upon the quantity, of Worts to be produced, as the Diftiller is not reftriefted 
from drawing them off in any quantity, or of any ftrength, or at any time he pleafes; 
and as in the abfence of the Officer frefh Corn might be added, which he could 
have no means deceft. . The Diftiller generally makes two mafhings of every brew- ’ 
ing, cxclufive of the fmall Worts. The dips the Officer takes of the Worts in the 
Cooler, cannot enable him to keep any accurate account of the entire quantity that 
may be drawn from a whole brewing, or be any efficient check on the quantity 
found in the Backs; becaufe the Worts produced from the mafliings may be fre- 
quently put on and difeharged from the Coolers, in the intervals of the Officers 
vifits, which on fome occafions he has known to be the cafe with an entire brew- 
ing. He has reafon to fuppofe that the Wort is frequently run off in the abfence 
of the Officer, becaufc the quantities appearing from the dips of the Coolers rarely equal 
thole appearing on the dips of the Backs. After the Worts have been run off into the 
Coolers they arc let down into the Backs, there to undergo the neceffary fermentation 
previoufly to their diftillation. When he finds Worts in the Backs, he .dips them to try 
the quantity which they contain, and taftes the liquors to afeertain that they are Worts. 
He alfo dips the Backs at each vifit during the procefs of fermentation, and when going 
■down. Wliile the Backs arc in a ftate of high fermentation, he does not conceive that it 
is pofiible to afeertain the exact quantity of the liquor in them by means of the rule, 
which Examinant believes is the only inftroment now^ufed for that purpofe in Dublin. 
In thefe cafes, as he is not able to rely upon the dip, be enters the Contents the fame as 
•the laft dip before fermentation. When the fermentation is down he takes a corredt dip, 
and if he. finds any increafe he brings it to charge. When on duty in the Country, 
he ufed an inftrument called a Top, which he is of opinion was well calculated to 
enable the Officer to afeertain the true dip of the Backs while in a ftate of fermenta- 
tion. The next ftage of the procel’s produces Singlings; he dips the Singling calks, 
and enters in the Minute and Stock Books their contents at each vifit: from Sing- 
lings the Spirits are produced, which are run into the Spirit cafics; thefe he alfo 
di[)s. No Hydrometer is uftd to afeertain the ftrength of the Spirits, becaufe no charge 
is made therefrom after the Spirits are run off. Feints come from the Still, which 
are alfo dipped, and tailed in like manner as the Worts, Singlings, and Spirits, but no 
charge is drawn from them, provided they be below the ftrength limited by law, 
which he has never found them to exceed. 

The charge is made on die Diftiller either from the decreafe of Waffi, the de- 
creal'e of Singlings, or the increafe of Spirits, or the Spirit charge of the Still, 
whichever ffiall produce the moft Duty. I’bc charge from the Wafh, is made by 
charging one gallon of Spirits for every nine gallons of Waffi decreafed. From 
Singlings, by charging one gallon of Spirits for every three gallons of Singlings 
decreafed. 

The charge from the increafe of Spirits, is the increafe found in the ftock fince 
the laft account. 

The Sciil Spirit charge is made from the grofs content of the Still, deducing one- 
twelfth for liberty to work, and dividing the remaining content by three, the quotient 
_is the Still Spirit charge. In making up the Waffi charge, if the decreafe exceed by 
forty or fifty gallons or upwards one and an half of the Still, he feels himfelf 
jullified in chargu'.g fur twice the Still content. In every other cafe, where the decreafe 
exceeds two Still charges, he charges no more than the acftual decreafe. Thefe 
charges are daily drawn out by die Gauger in his Stock Book, and at the clofe 'of the 
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■week arc brought to a total and examined by the Surveyor. The quantify 'Of Spirits 
to be charged, and the amount of Duty thereon, are entered in a printed form called 
a Voucher, which is figned by both Surveyor and Gauger, and returned to the Col- 
•Jedtor of the diftria, as the charge on the Dilliller for the week. Examinant has 
fcldom known the Still to be locked down by the Officer. 

In cafe the quantity of Spirits found in Diftiller’s (lock, (liall exceed the produce 
iof his decreafes of Waffi or Singlings, the Duty is diarged on the increafej in cafe of 
any decreafe of ftock without a Permit the Diftiller is liable to a penalty of ten 
(hillings per gallon on fuch decreafe. In taking ftock he ufually takes the contents 
of the moveable calls, according to the declaration of the Diftiller, unlefs he ftiould 
fufpeift, from the view, that any of the calks were under-rated or over-raced, in 
•which cafe he gauges the cafks to afeertain the real concents thereof. 

Examinant has fometimes found Backs renewed, and has brought them to charge. 
Where Backs arc renewed, he believes it to be done by taking a part from the Back 
■moft forward in fermentation, and replacing it from the Back next in the order of 
procefs, and fo on till it comes to the ycungeft Back, which is replaced with Wort. 
-By this mode the renewing may be accompHffied, fo as to efcape the detedion of the 
•moft vigilant Officer. No Spirits can be permitted till the Duty thereon has been 
paid, to check which the Coikaers receipts are produced to the Gauger and Sur- 
veyor, to prevent Permits from being granted for any Spirits on which the Duty has 
not been paid. 

Previous to Examinant’s late removal to Dublin, he was on a Diftiilery fiirvey in a 
••Country diftridl, in which there was a Still of 1,500 gallons content. There is no 
•difference in the mode of doing the Duty cither of Gauger or Surveyor in the 
Country diftrifts, from chat pradtifed in Dublin. 

Examinant faith, chat the DiUillcry Jaws are in many inftances fo complex, that he 
■frequently finds a difficulty in the difoharge of his duty. 

Examinant now receives twenty guineas per month from each Diftiller in his 
furvey } he did not do fo for near fix months after his removal to Dublin ; but ftorti 
the unavoidable expcnce Examinant was at in fupporting himfelf and family, and the 
•very Inadequate means his Jalary afforded him of doing fo, was thereby driven to 
the neceffiiy of receiving the above ftared fee, which he would not have done had 
he been enabled by a rcafonable falary to fupporc himfelf and family independent 
thereof. 

Beauchamp Hill. 

J. S. Rochfort. 

Fred‘s Geale. 

Robert Alexander, 

Chat Saxton. 



No. 7. 

The Examination of Mr. ADAM LEICH, Surveyor; taken UDon Oath, 
the .2ift and 25th of Auguft, and ad September 1806. 

This Examinant faith, 

That he was appointed a Surveyor in the' year 1802, having been a Gauger from 
the year 1778 till tnat time. He is atprefent in charge of a furvey to which he was 
appointed in May la'ft. In this furvey there are two Diftilleries ; there is but one 
Still in each : the content -of one is 1,560 gallons, and of the other 1,033. 

•tents of the Stills were afeertained by the Infpedlor General, who entered them in the 
-Minute Books. He received from his prctieceftbr in this furvey, the tabulation of the 
'different utenfils ufed in thefe Diftilleries. When a new Still is to be erefled, theDiftil- 
ki muft give notice to the Commiflioners, to the Colleftors, to the Infpecftor, and to the 
Surveyor ; after which it is gauged by the Infpector General. He vifits the Diftilleries 
in his charge every day in the week, except one on which he is employed in examin- 
ing ’the books and vouchers which contain the week’s charge, and fometimes he vifits 
the Diftilleries on that day alfo. By a late regulation, the Surveyor is ordered to make 
his vifirs before one; he ufually vifirs after breakfaft, but fometimes before it. Ac 
;S-vifics he dips all the fixed utenfils containing liquor, and enters their refpeflive 
dips m the Minute Book, making an allowance for the fermentation ’of fuch Backs as 
require it. He in general allows the perfon who attends on the part of the Diftiller, to 
immerfe the rule in theBackj in any cafe where he finds it to be neceffary, he takes 
'24. j C the 
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•die rule himfelf. Ah inftrumcnt called a Top, was formerly ofed to afcertain the 
height of fermentation in the Backs. He never was furnifned with one, nor has he 
eve°r known it to be ufed fince he came on Dublin duty. .Whenever he fees Worts 
in the Coolers he dips them. He think.- th.at the dips taken by the Gauger in the 
Coolers, cannot always be an efBcient check on the Backs, as the fcveral parts of the 
mafoings fnay have run into the Coolers, and been difeharged thence in his abfence. 
He "cnerailv caRes both Worts and Vvafh at every vifit ; he likewife in general tajlcy 
the whole of the Hock which he finds on the premifes. He takes an account of Feints 
in the lame manner as of Pot Ale or Singlings; he never has feen them either fpilled 
or mixed with Pot Ale, nor has he ever been called on for that purpofe. If he happens 
to find a decreafe of Feints^ and an increafe of Poc Ale, unaccounted for, he con- 
cludes that the Feints have been put into the Pot Ale Receiver. 

He keeps no regular diary, but he returns one quarterly to the Examiner of Sur- 
veyors diaries, the particulars of which he takes from the Minute and Stock Books. 
This diary muH contain, in addition to the daily occurrences, the produce of the 
quarter, and the produce ofthe correfponding quarter in the year preceding, the cha- 
raaer and conduft of the Officers, their age, the number of years for whith they 
h.ave been employed, and the numbers in tiieir relpeiftive families. At the dole of 
every week, he examines th.c di&crent charges made by the Gauger in the Stock Book 
dnrinff the v/cek, but does not remember to have feen the charge at any tinrie come 
fiumthe Singlings, and thinks that it fcldom can, as the Pot Ale is frequently run 
into Singlings, and the Sing'dng.s run into Spirits, in the interval of the Officer’s 
vifics. The week’s charge is entered in a printed form called a Voucher, which is 
ligned by both Surveyor and Gauger, and returned to the Colleaor. If at any time 
the decreafe of Waffi Is not equal to onn Still charge, he charges a whole Still con* 
tent ; wherever the decreafe exceeds one Still charge, he charges only for the decreafe 
of Wath ; it fcldom or never happens that the decreafe is iefs than a Still charge. At 
.t!ie clofc of every week he cornpares the Gauger’s regiftry of Permits, granted for 
Spirits during the week, with the Permit Book, and alfo compares the entries' in the 
fira with the duplicates ofthe Permits in the latter, and with the entries in the Stock 
•Book, and fees that the quantity returned as permitted i.s correct. 'I'he amount of 
the Duty on luch Permits as have been granted, is likewife entered in a voucher, 
fumed by the Surveyor and Gauger, and returned to the Collcflor, together with 
tire charge voucher. With refpea to Spirits warchoufed, he compares the quantity 
dedufled from the week’s work in the Stock Book, with the Storekeeper’s l eceipts and 
the duplicates of the Permits; fmall differences between the quantity pennitred, and 
the quantity fpecified in the Storekeeper’s receipt, frequently occur. In taking flock 
he examines the vefiVls fnewn to him as containing Spirits, to fee. chat the. declaration 
is correft; if they are fixed vefferis, the contents are fltewn in the Tabulation Book, if 
they are move.abic ones, he take.sthe contents from the declaration ofthe Diftiller, 
unlcfs he fufpecis fraud, in which cafe he gauges them. The contents are not marked' 
on each calk. The calks ufoaliy Ihewn in Hock contain above too gallons. Exa- 
minant receives a falary of £. 70. per annum ; he receives from the DiHillers no fixed 
or regular fee; but he icceives a gratuity of uncertain amount for gauging'new uten- 
Jils that are put up; in return for which he fufnilffies the L'iHitler with a copy of his 
Tabulation Book. Before the DiHillers can take out a new Licence (which they are 
obliged to do annually) they muH give into the Exerfe Office returns ofthe contents 
of all their veficls certified by the Surveyor to be correct, for doing which Examinant 
expedts to receive a gratuity. Examinant faicli, he gauged a new charging Back for 
one of the DiHillers in his furvey, and gave him a tabulation thereof, and chat for 
that and other attentions he did receive a compliment of tvver.cy guineas; from the 
other he lias n(..t as yet received any money. Fie has received from the two DiHillers 
about one gallon of Spirits in each week, for the confumption of his own family, 
and feme other trifiing advantages, amounting in the whole to not more than ten 
guineas. __ _ _ ■ _ 

This Examinant faith, that he has not, either dircdlly or indiredtiy, received or 
taken any other fee, gratuity, perquifice, or emolument, of any nature or kind what- 
foever, except fucli as have anfen from leizures made by himfclf, or from penalties 
recovered upon his profecution •. nor has he taken or received any fee or gratuity, for 
having in any manner neglected or omitted to do his duty. 

J'” Lekh. 

J. S. Rochfert. 

Fred’ Geale, 

Cha‘ Saxion, 
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No. 8. 

The Examination of Mr. FRANCIS GAINFORT ; taken on Oath, the 
19th, 20th, 22cl, 25th-, 27th, and sgth of Auguft, and 3d of Sep- 
tember [ 806. 

This' Examinant faith, 

i’hat he was appointed a fuperntimerary Gauger about twenty years ago, and was 
put under the ufual courfe oflnftrudtion, before he was allowed to goon duty. 

That in the month of November laft he was put in charge of a Dillillery, in which 
there was bur one Still; the concentof which was i,oBi gallons. This Still was taken 
down in February laft, and a new one put up ; the concent of this lafl was afeertained 
by tlie InfpeRor General, who guaged it, and alfp biicd it with water, meafuring 
the water as it was put in, to be 531 gallons, and it was entered accordingly in the 
Minute Book by this Examinant, and in the Stock Book by the Diililier. He gene- 
rally vifirs the Didillcry three times each day; about eight o’clock in the morning, 
about two in the afternoon, and about feven in the evening, and makes an entry of 
the particulars of fuch vifits in the Minute and Stock Books, unlefs he happens to 
meet the Surveyor there, in which cafe the entry is made by him in the Minute Book 
(which is always left in' the Diftillery}, and by this Examinant copied into the Stock 
Book. 

On Saturday night he vifits about ten, to fee that the Still is fiicnt; and at that 
time I'.e generally takes care to fee that the Still is worked off, and the fire drawn ; 
he does not always take his Stock Book with him on Saturday, but on the following 
day tranferibes that vific from the Minute Book. On Sunday he vifits but once, 
and that generally about fix o’clock in the evening; at this vifit he is frequently pre- 
vented from feeing more than chat the Srill is filent, by the abfcnce of the Clerk or 
other perfon in whofe cuftody the keys of the Spirit (lores are. It is the duty of the 
Surveyor to vific on Sunday morning and cake (lock. At every vifit on week days. 
Examinant takes (lock by dipping die fixed ufenfiis, and caking an account of the 
moveable ve(Tcls; but the Backs cannot be accurately dipped when the fermentation 
is high. He feldom taftes the liquors contained in the feveral ve(T-ls, unlefs he fuf- 
peds fraud. He does not doubt but that the Backs might be partly renewed, and the 
fermentation forced, without his difeovering it. In caking the dip he immerfes the 
rule generally himfclf, but fometiraes permits the perfon who (hews (lock to do fo. 
The particulars of this (lock are in like manner entered in the Minute and Stock 
Books. All the fixed utenfils are entered in the Minute Book, in columns opened 
for each. He always ufes his own ink as well in making entries in the Books as in 
filling up the Permits. 

When Examin.'mc was put in charge of this Diftillery, he received from the Sur- 
veyor a Tabulation Book, (hewing, from the reipedive dips of thofe utenfils, their 
feveral contents in gallons. The inches of the dip are not marked on any of the vef- 
feis. The Cooler has a (light degree of dcclenfion to let the liquor run off. 

Before the Diftiller commences a brewing, he enters notice in a book called the 
Brewing Book (which always lies in the Diftillery) of the quantity and kind of 
Corn M-iich he intends to ufe, but this Examinant never takes any account of the 
quanlicy ufed. The dips he rakes of the Coolers, do not Ihew any accurate account 
of. the liquor put thereon, as he has not all the dips, the kft W'orcs being ufually put 
on the Cooler after his evening viiir, and run oT before his enfuing morning’s 
vifit. When tiie liquor is put into the Back, he has the firft accurate dip of what is 
ftiewn to him as the produce of the brewing when fermentation takes place; he 
marks in his Minute and Stock Books its difflrmt degrees at every vific, and 
enters the contents the fame as at the laft dip; when the fermentation is over, 
he again dips the Backs to fee that their contents correfpond with the former dip, 
and to note any difference that may appear. 

When he was put on Dublin- duty an inftrument called a Top, was given to him 
for the purpofe of afeertainingthe trite dip of the Back while in a ftate of fermentation; 
this inftrument is formed by a Bail faftened to a firing, which, being immerfed in 
the froth, the ball refts on the liquor, and the firing flacws the depth of the 
froth. At the time this Examinant ufed it he was of opinion that it v/as inaccurate 
and believes that it is now very rarely ufed. He keeps an account in both Minute 
. =nd Stock Books of the decreafe of Singlings and Waflr, and of the increafe of Spi- 
rits. He makes his charue from tire decreafe of Wadi, the decreafe of Singlings, the in- 
-creafe of Spirits, or the Skill charge, whichever he finds will produce the moft Duty what 

124. 
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he means by charging the contents of the Still is, that when he finds neither the decreafe 
of Walh or Singlings, nor the increafe ofSpirits, to equal one Still charge, hechargcsa 
Still content. The Spirits chargeable on the decreafe of Wafh, of Singlings, and ihe in- 
creafe or decreafe of Spirit ftock,are calculated daily, and noted in the Stock Book. For 
every nine gallons of Wafh dccrcafed, one gallon of Spirits is charged, and for every 
three gallons of Singlings decreafed, one gallon of Spirits is charged. Fie has, however, 
never made his charge on the decreafe of binglings, becaufe no accurate account can be 
kept of them, as Singlings are frequently both made and worked off in the intervals of 
his vilits. Ac the clofc of the week, he totals the quantity of Spirits that have been 
charged on the Wafh decreafes, from which he dedu( 5 ts the Spirits chargeable on the 
quantity of Singlings then remaining on hand ; the balance is the quantity of Spirits 
chargeable on the decreafe of Wafn, and is termed the Wafh charge. In like manner 
he totals his Spirit increafes, and if he finds them to exceed the quantity ofSpirits charge- 
able on the decreafes of Wafli, he makes his charge on theSpii ic increafe. The charge is 
then entered in a printed form called a Voucher, containing the number of gallons 
and amount of the Duty with which the Diftiiler is chargeable for that week, which 
is examined by the Surveyor, and being figned by Examinant and the Surveyor is 
returned to the Colleftor. On two late occafions, he found the weekly increafe of 
Spirits to exceed tlie Wafh charge between fix and feven hundred gallons of Spirits 
in each week. Thefe difeoveries were made foon after the Diftiiler, by an alteration 
of the law, became chargeable with an additional number of workings. The in- 
creafe in thefe inftances was fliewn by the Diftiiler on his ftock, and made up the 
quantity with which the Diftiiler would have been chargeable for deficient work, 
had not fuch increafe been flar.vn. This Examinant did not tafte the liquors pro- 
duced as the increafed Spirits, but believes that they were Spirits. Fie cannot accu- 
rately ftate how the increafe was efFedhed, but thinks it muft have been by. the intro- 
•duftion of materials of which he had no previous account. On other occafions, he 
has generally found the Spirit increafe to agree with the Walk charge for the week, 
within two or three gallons. Examinant fays, that the ftrength of the Wafti is ma- 
terially influenced by the quantity of the Grain, as is the produce of the Spirits there- 
from. 

Examinant never ufed an Hydrometer to try the ftrength of the Spirits. He has 
never kept any account of the decreafes or increafes of Feints, nor has he ever 
attended to fee them fpiUed or mixed with the Pot Ale. He generally attends at 
the removal ofSpirits for the purpofe of being w'archoufed. He does not attend 
at the removal of Spirits on other occafions. He does not take ftock on what 
remains in the premifes till the next vific. Fie does not recolleft to have ever grant- 
ed a Permit at a later hour of the evening than fix in fummer and five in winter. 
He attends for the Diftiiler at extra hours to grant Permits} he aifo attends to take 
up his receipts fi'om the Storekeeper when Spirits are warehoufed. When he gets 
thefe receipts, he dedufts the quantity of Spirits ftored from the week’s charge. He 
does not receive any ftipuiated fum, but a gratuity at the diferetion of the Diftiiler. Dur- 
ing the eight months, for which he has had charge of this Still, he has received about 
thiity pounds in money and value, and about ten gallons of Spirits} in addition to this, 
the Diftiiler gives him grazing for a cow, and an horfe. Examinant faith, that he 
does not, either tlircdUy or indiredtly, receive or take any other fee, gratuity, perqui- 
fue, or emolument, of any nature or kind whatfoever. 



y. S Rochfort, 
I-red" Geale. 
Cha‘ Haxton. 



Fran^ Gainfort. 



No. 9. 



The Examination of Mr. OLIVER DALY ; taken on Oath, tiie 8th, 
. 9th, iich, 15th, and 24th days of September i8c6. 

This Examinant faith, 

That he was appointed a fupernumerary Gauger in the month of July 1787. That 
he IS at prefenc a full Gauger, and in charge of a Diftillerv, on which he was placed 
m the month of June 1805. In this Diftillery there is but one Still, which is of 
500 Gallons concent. He vifics the Diftillery three times each week day; the morn- 
ing 
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in'^ viik is generally made between eight and nine o’clock, the mid-day vific between 
one and three, and the evening vific between eight and nine, except on Saturday, 
when he ufually attends about eleven, to fee chat the Still is filent, and preparations 
made for drawing tire fire and clofmg the week’s work 5 but [he Dilliller has liberty to 
work till twelve o'clock. FIc never vifits between the evening and the morning 
vifus ; at i'.is vifits he always takes (lock, and dips the Backs, when the Hate ot fer- 
inencacion allows. But Examinant thinks that Backs might be partially renewed in 
the interval of his evening and morning vifits, in fuch a manner as to prevent de- 
tedlion by the moft vigilant Officer, cither from the tafte or the dip. He has fome- 
times known the fermentation of the Walh to continue for only two days. The 
ufual time of its continuance in the Diftillcry which he is in charge of, is from three 
to four days. 

He makes the perfon who attends on the part of the DilHller take the dips, unlefs 
he fulpefts.fia'-id 5 in this cafe he dips himfelf. He generally taftes all the liquors at 
every vific. Ac his evening vific he dips the Cooler, but this has never given liim a 
check on the Backs, which lie attributes to the brewing in general not being olF the 
Mafh Kieve, and foiTX times to the undulation of the Worts cauied by the wind. 
The Dilliller enters in hisvBvewing Book the quantity of malted and raw Corn to be 
inalhed at each brewing, but this Examinant did not take any account thereof, becaufe 
he conceived tliat it could not operate as any check on the Wort to be produced, and 
he never was inftrudtcd lb to do. 

He vines once on Sunday between the hours of eight and nine in the evening, to fee 
that the Stilt is filent. If he ful^eds that any alteration in flock has taken placer 
fmee the Surveyor’s morning vific, he then dips all the vcfiels ; he generally finds, 
uj)on taking chde dips, chat the flock agrees with the entry made by the Surveyor, 
lie makes his charge by the decreafe of Walh, or the inertafe of Spirits, whicliever 
he findb to produce the greater Duty. If the decreafe of Wafb be lefs than one 
Still charge, he charges an entire Still charge. The Still charge is t.he grofs content 
of the Still, deducing one-twelfth part for liberty of the Still to work. If the de- 
creafe of Wafli amounts to or nearly to one Still charge and an half, he charges two 
Still charges, but if ic fliould exceed one Still charge and an half by fixty gallons or 
any further quantity, he only charges the a6lual dccrcalc of V/alh. He aciopced this 
mode of charging under the diredlion of the Infpeftor General of his divifion, and 
feels himfelf warr.aijted in fo doing, as no alteration in this refpeft,as far as he knows, 
has ever been made in his books by the Surveyor, or any ocher Officer whefe duty 
ic is to examine them. Examinant underftands, that a diverfity of opinion on this 
fubjcfl prevails among the fuperior Officers. He never makes his charge on die 
decreale of Singlings, becaufe he finds their decreafe is always Ihorc both of the 
Wafii and Spirit charge. No corredl account can be kept of the Singlings from the 
clips of the Officer, as they are frequently added to, and diminillicd, in the intervals 
of his vifits. 

In no inftance has he made a charge for the decreafe of Feints, no accurare account 
being kept of them, as he has fometimes known them mixed with Walh in clic Pel 
Ale Chavyer, and they are Ibmetimes dilpofeci of in his abfence. 

When Ihe Dilliller requires a Permit, be ufually fends to the houfe of this Exami- 
nant, by v.'hom it is furnilhed to him j if he fliouid happen to be in the Dittillery, he 
grants ic there, but he does nor in general attend at the removal of Spirits, nor docs 
kc conceive it to be his duty fo to do. He does not cake flock until the next vific i he 
fo.meiiiTies ufts the L'illilier’s ink and fometimes bis own, as well m making the 
entries in the Minute and Stock Books, as in the filling up of Permits. He receives 
a faUry of A'. 40. per annum. He has received from the Dilliller, for the fifteen 
months that he has been in charge of this Dllillery (during two of which the Still 
w.is filent) about fixty-five guineas, for extra trouble in granting permits. He re- 
ceived, in addition to this fum, about .five gallons’of Spirits ; and he has not, either 
direftly or indiredlly, received or taken any other fee, gratuity, perquifite, or emoJu- 
rnenc, of any nature or kind wivatfoever, except the lee of one guinea lor each pupil 
■who is put under his tuition. 

Oliver Daly. 

y. S. Rochfert. ' 

Fred^ Cede. 

Rolert dlexav.der- 
Cha' SaKton, 
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No. 10. 



The ^ Examination of Mr. PAT. FITZGEP^ALDj taken on Oath, the 
5th and Schdaysof September 1806. 

This Examinant faith, 

That he was appointed a fupernumerary Gauger in the )-ear 1 800. He has been on 
Dubiin duty as full Gauger for the iaft four years, and is at prefenc in charge of a 
Dilt llery in which there is but one Still of 1,053 gallons content. It is his duty to 
vihe three_ times each day, the morning vific is made between nine and ten, the 
mid day vifit between one and three o'clock, the evening vifit between feven and eight 
o’clock, and fometimes fo late as nine, and on Saturday evening at ten o’clock. He 
is not required to, and docs not make any vifit between the evening and the morninf 
vifiits; at each vifit he takes ifock ; the Didiller attends with a rule, and dips the Backs'! 
which are entered by this Examinant. 

He has lurncnmrs known the Backs to have been in a Race of high fermentation, 
from two to five days. Though he dips the Coolers, he does not conlidcr that cheib 
dips can be any check on the Backs, becaufe he never finds an entire brewing on the 
Coohr, and the DiftiJler frequently runs his Worts cfF at a very late hour of the 
night, although he dips the Backs at every vifit. He enters the dips of thofe which 
are in high fermentation, the fame a.s the laft dip previous to the fermentation. In 
order to prevent any change or renewal of a Back, he caRes every day, though not 
at every vifit, the liquor in the Backs j he can feJdom make his charge from the de- 
creafe of Singlings, becaufe they are frequently added to and diminilhed in the interval 
of his vifits, fo as to preclude the poffibility of his keeping, any accu.-'acc account 
the:eof. He keeps no account of Feints, as his Diftiller has no veRc] for Feints, nor 
docs he know whether they are fpilled or mixed with Singlings or Pot Ale. 

He makes the entries in the Mi.nute and Stock Books, and fills up Permits with 
the ink which he finds in common ufe in the Diftillery. WMien the DiRiller requires 
a Permit for the removal of Spirits, either forwarehoufing or for private confumpeion, 
he applies to Examinant, who giants thefime; and he does not always attend at the 
removal, not conceiving it to be his duty fo to do, nor does he take Rock till the next 
vifit, when he decrealcs the quantity permitted. 

Examinant receives a falary of £. 40. per annum ; he conceives himfelf entitled to 
receive from the DiRiiler a fee of three-pence for every Permit he grants, which he. 
thinks might have amounted in the laR year to about £. 30. j he has never made anv 
regular charge on account of this fee, but has received from the DiRiller in fums of 
various amount, during die laRyear, about feventv pounds in lieu of the above fees 
and for extra accomniiodation afforded to the DiRiller, by remaining at his lodoincrs 
certain hours each day more than his duty requires, to grant him Permits j faith he has 
not, either direffcly or indiredtly, received or taken any ocher fee, gratuity, perquifite or 
tmolumenc of any nature or kind whaefoever. * 

*v « . .. Patrick Fitzzerald. 

J. S. Rochforl. ^ 

Fred' Genie. 

Robert Alexender. 

Cha‘ Saxton. 




No. 1 1 . 



The Exammation of Mr. ANDREW HOLTON, Gauger; taken on 
Oath, the 20th and 23d days of OcRober 1 806. 

This Examinant fiiich, 

^That he has been in charge of a Stiil of 1,575 Gallons oontent, Hnce the eej clay 
of September lad; fince the egth -eptenaber, the Condenfer has been very much re-' 
duceJ in fize, noiwithSanding nhich the contents of the Still is increaled ic gallons, 
as the Condenfer is now meafured in, which was not the cafe before. 

^ He^vifits three times each day at uncertain hours, the iateft night vifit is made at 
nine o cock. At ever, vifit he dips the fevcral veflRs, and takes an account of (lock. 

I ich he en ers m his Stock Book, and afterwards enters in a Minute Book, which 
15 kept in a DiviBonal Office belonging to the Excife, There is not any Minute 
Book now kept 11, the D.ftillcry, he enters on a Hip of paper; which is kept in the 

Diffillcry, 
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DiHillery, the day and hour of each vifir. He makes his charge on the decreafe of 
WaOi, the increafe of Spirits, or the Sail charge, whichever he find.s will produce the 
greaccfl; Duty.^ He has been direfted by his fupcrior Officer, not to make any extra 
charge on a difproportionatc decreafe of Wr.fl-i. The Still was blent for the firft week 
after the 29th of September, and did not commence work til! the 6c!i ofOdober; the 
increafe ol Spirits which appeared at his vilic on the morning of Simdav the 12th, was 
8,181 gallons, which was woiked in fix days, and the increalc of Spirits at his vific 
on Sunday evening the 19th, he found to be, for the week, 8,423 gallons. He has 
lately had fhewn to him by the Diftillcr 738 gallons of Spirits, which appeared, by 
Examinant’s books, to be the produce of one Scifl charge of Singlings, and 1,203 aal_ 
Ions of Spirits, as the produce of two Still charges of hinglings. 

The Permits are granted to the Diftiller in the fame manner as before the 29th 
September laft, but he has received particular inftruftions not to ufc the Diltiiier’s ink 
in filling up the Permits, or making entries in his'Stock Book. The ink he ufes he 
provides for bimfelf. 

Andr^ Holton. 



J. S. Rochfort. 
Fred’‘ Gede. 
Robert Alexander. 



No. 12. 

The Examination of JAMES FORBES, Efquire; taken on Oath, on the 
iith, 15th, and i8ch days ofSeptember i8c6. 

This Examinant faith, 

That he has been concerned in different DlfliUeries, and a few years fiu.ee he was 
concerned in one wherein there were two Stills of 1,000 gallons each, and one of 50® 
gallons; latterly he has been concerned in one wherein there w-as only a 500 
gallon Still. The Diftiller is required to give notice of the quantity of Corn in- 
tended to be brewed, but he believes that notice is feldom given of more than one 
half of the quantity really ured. The procefs of Diftillation is as follows : the Corrs 
is firft ground, then maflied with vrater, and the Worts, after being cooled, are fet for 
fermentation, to promote w'hich a quantity of Barm is added to them, and they become 
Waffi ; the Wafh is then pafted through tlie Still, and makes Singlings, and chefc beino- 
again pafted through the St?ll, produce Spirits; the latter part of this running being 
weak is called Feints; when Singlings arc put into the Still, a fmall quantity of foap 
is added to prevent the Still from running foul ; a dcfcrt-fpoonfuli of vitriol, well 
mixed with oil, is put into a puncheon of Spirits, to make them fhew a bead when 
reduced with water; this is only done with Spirits, intended for home confumption, 
and no vitriol is ufed in any other part of the procefs. In his Diftillery, the former 
practice was ufe about one-fourth part Malt, and the remainder a mixture of ground 
Oars and Barley and O.atmeal ; latccily, the cuftom has been to ufc only as much as 
v.'ould prevent the Kieve from fetiing. Ho has found that Malt alone produced 
a grc.ucr quantity of S{)irits, than the mixture of Malt and raw Corn of the fame 
quality, with that of which the M dt h.ad been made. He generally pur from 50 to 
£4gallons of water to every barrel of Corn of J2 fione. K/iclTbrowing was divided 
into three maPnings nearly equal ; the produce of the two firft was put into the ier- 
mencing Backs, and the produce of the laft, which wa.s final] Worts, was put into the 
copper, for the purpolc of being heated, and ufed as water to the next day’s brewing, 
v/henas much w’acer was added as would make, with the fmall Worts of that brewing, 54 
gallons to each barrel of Corn. The Fvieves were fo tabulated, that he always knew the 
quantity of Worts which would come olf at each mafhing. Their ftrength he afeer- 
tained by Saunders’ Saccharometcr, and at the above proportions he obtained, from 
a mixture of the two firft Worts, an increafe of gravity I'rom 20 pounds to 22 pounds, 
per barrel of 36 gallons, above water proof, at a temperature of about 88. The Imali 
Worts gained at the fame temperature about 6 pounds. The Grain, after the laft Worts 
ivere oft, retained nearly the firne bulk as when put into the Kieve ; the whole of 
the Grain was put in at tlic firft n-:afhing; he never knew any frefh Grain to be addci.1 
to the feconrl mafiiing. T.he Worts of the firft and fecond mafhings wci'e run 
through the Mafh Kieve into the under Back, in which ftate they were ufually found 
to correipond with the coinj^utation made, frem the MalVi Kieve and under Back, in 
the latter of which a correfl gauge might be taken of them. He ufually commenced 
^ brewing 
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brewing at fix o’clock in cite morning, the F.rft; Worts were run ofFinio the under Backs} 
and required from sn hour co an hour and a half to be forced up into die Cooler > 
the fecond Worts came off at the end of cwt) hours from die difeharge of the firii, 
and reouired about the fame time co pals into the Coolers. The Imall Wnres were 
generally run off latc at night, and being then, or early on the following morning, put 
into the Copper to be ufed for the next brevang, were icidom fhewn on the Coolers. 
He thinks chat any decreafe of die Worts by evaporation, whilll on the Coolers, 
mull have been very inconhderabie, and that a corred gauge of the VVorcs might be 
taken in the Coolers as well as in the under Backs. I'he quantity of Wafii in the 
Backs, was Immd to be nearly correipendent with that of the ftreng waters which 
had been on tile Kieve and in the Cooler. The fermentation of the Worts was 
produced by means ofYeaff, and was in general fo contrived as to be apfiarcntly 
kept up for the foil time allowed by law ; h.c has however ufually had his Walk ready 
for the Still in 24 hours from the time in which it was let; during fermentation, the 
Oi'Ticcr could not take an :\co. rate dip, but made the entry from the declaration of 
the Dildller, or from the laff entry previo.is to fermentation, in the Minute and 
Stock Rooks, whi.ff the Dhbiier was conihintly varying the quantities, as his intercll 
or inclination direv 5 lcci ; and Ircquemly, duiing the whole proeds of fermentation, the 
quantity was taken folely from the declaration of the Difcillcr, for the Officers very 
rarely dipped or tailed the liquors that they flocked. Backs are renewed in two 
ways, cither bv additions made to ciitrn from other Backs in the Diflillcry, each fup- 
plying a certain portion of Waffi co the Back w-hich is next before it in the order of 
fermentation, whiill the newefb and Icaft fermented Wafh is repleniffied by Worts, or 
when the fermeniation is dowm, by an entire fubllitution of Worts, which exhibiting 
no fign of fermentatiorj, may be miflaken for Vv'alh in that date, and in due time dif- 
pofed of in manner above deferibed, or ffiewn as frefh Worts, whichever the often- 
.sble Hate of the houfe requires. The former pratSlice prevails when a part of any 
Back, and the latter praflice when the whole has been clandeftincly worked off. 

The Commiffioners of Excife dilpenfed w-ich the requifites of the 45th Geo. 
3'd. c. 104. telativc to the f:ze of Backs, for fix months, in favour of this Examinant, 
that he might be enabled during that time co alter them agreeably to the law ; but no 
alteration had been made by him up co the time of his quitting bufinefs, in June 
hfl. 

He has ordinarily, in courfe of work, charged a 500 gallon Still with Waffi, and run 
it off in from 20 co 23 mimucs j he has feen a 1,000 gallon Still charged and worked 
off in 23 or 30 minutes. He underdands, that it is now' the praflice of fome Dif- 
tillers to heat the Waffi nearly co the Race of boiling, before the Still is charged with 
it, by which means he believes the procefs co be accelerated by three or four minutes. 
Tie has feen a i,cco gallon Still charged with Singlings, and worked off in from 
40 to 50 minutes, and chinks a 500 gallon Still requires nearly an equal time. Feints 
from Pot Ale ufually are run off in from 6 co 7 01101110$ ; rr.aking allowance for every 
delay, about fix charges of Spirits maybe run off in the 24 hours, from a Still of 500 
gallons content, each charge cllimaccd at 150 gallons. The I''dnts were always put 
back into the Pot Ale Receiver ; 20 gallons of Feint.s is the ulual quantity run from a 
500 gallon Still charged with Singlings ; he thinks there is more Spirit extricled from 
Feints chan from Pot Ale; there was no' delay between one charge of Ikit Ale and 
another, nor between one of 'Singlings and another, and between a charge of Pot 
Ale and Singlings; the Still could be cleaned in Id's than a minute: it very rarely 
occurred, that the ordinary accidents which happen to the Still dci.ayed the work to 
any confiderable degree. Didillcrs ufually work the whole of Saturday night, and 
rill abi)ut ten o’clock on Sunday morning, when the fire is drawn, and the houfe pre- 
pared for the vifit of the Surveyor. After he has made his vifit, and after the injury 
(if any) fuftained by the Still in the week, has been repaired, the bufinefi is recom- 
menced; the Still i.s never charged with Waffi beyond about feven-eighths of ihc Sciil, 
nor wich Singlings beyond about four-fifths, exciuiive of the head. The Dilltllers in 
Dublin differ very materially from each ocher in their praftice, in almoft every ftage 
of the procefs. 

The charge is made againfi; the Diftiller on the decreafe of Waffi, or the increafe 
of Spirits, whichever is found t > produce the higher Duty. This decreafe and 
increafe are calculated fi om the dips of the different veffek, as entered by the Officer 
in the Minute and Stock Books. The Officer does noc always immerfe the rule 
himfeif ; he often allows the Diltiller, or the . perfon who attends for him, to do it. 
He t links, however, that the dips, when made, are generally correftly taken, and the 
entries thereof properly made; this is done to protccl tlie Officers ia charge of the 

Dilliilcry, 
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Difliilery in cafe they fhould be unfearonably vifited by a Superior. The quantity 
in fuch Backs as are in a ftate of fermentation, generally exceeds confiderably the 
-quantity of Worts declared in the firft dip. The Officers in charge of the Dif- 
tiilery ufually accommodate their vifits to the wiffies of the Diflillcr, who has his 
work regulated according to the time of their vifits, but if the Officers ffiould happen 
to come at an inconvenient time, they will poftpone their vifits to another hour j the 
evening vifits entered in the Minute and Stock Books are feldom made. Previous 
to the lafl: regulation which took place in .June, from a Still of 540 gallons, which is 
chargeable with 2,075 gallons of Spirits weekly, he has frequently drawn 5,joo 
gallons in one week, he thinks however 5,000 to be a fair average. This increafe of 
Spirits was ufually put into moveable calks in the Spirit Room, fometimes turned on 
end to appear like empty calks, and remained there till a convenient opportunity 
offered for fending it out, part was removed in jars of the fi 7 .e allowed by law, but it 
was principally done by means of Permits. The Diftillcr firffc finds out a piirchafcr, 
who has an opening in his ftock for a quantity of Spirits. The Gauger fills up a 
Permit for the quantity, which covers the Spirits to the purchafer, but does not then 
fiil up the Duplicate of his Permit Book, the Permit and Tickets arc brought back to 
the Diftillery, and having been originally filled with an ink prepared for'the purpofe, 
the writing is difeharged, and the Permit refilled with a quantity to a regular pur- 
chafer, agreeably to which the Duplicate is then filled up in the Permit Book, and the 
Tickets are correfpondentiy altered ; the Officer ufually conceals himfelf till the irregular 
Permit is returned. Pie has knowm entries written in the Minute and Stock Books 
to be difeharged, and new ones inferted in the fame manner. He ufually made 
Spirits about i4-per-cent above proof, by Saunders’ Hydrometer. 

Spirits exported by him at from 1 1 to T4-per-cent above proof, by Saunders and 
Hyatt’s Hydrometer, were charged in London at from 24 to 26 gallons per cent. 
.Before he fent them to the Cuftom-houfe for exportation, he either reduced them 
■with water to ftandard, or drew them at- that ftrength from the Still. To every fix 
gallons of ftrong Spirits, one gallon of water was added in the Difiillery, which 
reduced them to the firength ufual for exportation. The reduced Spirits are permitted 
to the King’s warehoufes, and the Diftillcr given a credit for a decreafe of ftock, 
equal to the quantity fo permitted, by thefc means he has one gallon of private 
Spirits to difpofe of, for every gallon of water mixed with the Spirits exported ; 
befides this> the Diftillcr draws back the allowance given in lieu of the Malt Duty, 
on every gallon of water' added ; when he warehoufed Spirits, with the intention of 
afterwards ufing them for home confumption, he left them at their full ftrength. 

The Redtifying Diftillcr gets Spirits from the Common Diftillcr at 14-per-cent above 
proof, .and he runs them through the Still to about 24-per-cenc above proof, this 
gives him, with his Feints, a credit in his ftock of about ten gallons in every hundred, 
to be replaced by a frefh lupply. Befides which he may difpofe of a great deal in 
fmall quantities by retail, and by law is allowed to fend out 150 gallons for every 100 
pennitted to him, on the fuppofition that the Spirits, when mack up by the Redtificr, 
will be , reduced fn much j thus he is enabled to take off large quantities of private 
Spirits from the Diftiller, managed by Pelmit fraudulently iffued in the manner before 
deferibed. The Rcftifying Diftiliers had fomc time back a great advantage in making 
Shrub, in canfcqucnce of being allowed a credit in their ftock, for the quantity of 
water fuppofed to be ufed, for vvhich they obtained a Permie from tlieir Officer, and 
under cover of it conveyed private Spirits from the Grofs Diftillcr co any perfon they 
pieafed, or at .ocher times brought private Spirits into their own ftock, which were 
covered by the allowance above mentioned j but, he believes, this is now in fome 
meafure checked. 

The ufual rate of fee he paid to the Gauger was ten guineas per month for a 500 
gallon Still, and twenty 'guineas fora 1,000 gallon Still he has however fomecimes' 
paid twenty to the Gauger for a 500 gaiion Still, befides one guinea for every pun- 
cheon of private Spirits removed under cover of a Permit, in manner before deferibed. 
In addition to this, he paid the Gauger at the rate of fixpence for every Permit legally 
granted. The ufual quantity of private Spirits permitted each week, in the manner 
before deferibed, was from 20 to 25 puncheons. The accuftomed fee to the Sur- 
veyor was 20 guineas per month, to prevent him from too clofcly examining or 
enquiring into the condubt of the Gauger. The fee to the Infpeflor was 40 guineas 
for each time the Still w'as meafured, which muft be done as often as the Still is re- 
paired, which is generally two or three times a year, and kmetirnes ofeener. This 
• happened but twice in his DiftiJIery in the courle of die Uft year, but he believes 
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has been more frequent in other Diilllleries. He is of opinionj that if the OfficerS:did 
their duty, the Diftillers could not do much fraudulent work. 

As the trade is now carried on, the Diftiller is fubjeft to very great inconvenlencies 
and lofies. He is obliged to fell his private Spirits to the retailers and confumers 
at, from 1/9 to 2/2 per gallon under the price of permitted Spirits, he is alfo fubjefb 
to the rilk of fcizures, to Ioffes from hurrying and fhifting his Walh, and to heavy 
payments to Officers to enable him to evade the Duty ; the amount of thefe he cal- 
culates at nearly is. per gallon on all the private Spirits made j ‘befides which, if he 
fells private Spirits to a man who is inclined to take advantage of him, and not to pay 
for them, the Diftiller cannot enforce the payment by law, nor prove tiie debt under 
a commiffion of bankruptcy. In addition to this, he muft always be in the power of 
his fervancs, and be obliged to give them high wages, and keep them in his fervice, 
though they may be idle or fraudulent, or he may not have occafioti for them. On 
the whole, he is-.of opinion that the Diftiller fuffers in thofe various ways, to nearly 
the full amount of the Duty that would be payable to the Crown on all- the private 
Spirits made, and that the Diftillers would be in a better fttuacion if all evafions o‘f 
the Duty could be effcdually prevented. 

James Fori>ef. 

y. S. Roebfort. 

Fred^ Geale. 

Robert Alexander. 

Cha‘ Saxton. 



No. 13. 



The Examination of Mr. ROBERT HAIG.i taken on .Oath, the 18th, 
and 20th of November 1806. 

This Examinant faith. 

That he is a Grofs Diftiller; he formerly worked Stills of 1,500, 1,000, and 500 
gallons content, but previous to the 29th September lafl: he worked a Still of 500 
gallons, and is now preparing to work one of 1,500 .gallons. This Examinant faith, 
that for fome years pad confiderable quantities of Spirits have been made, he 
thinks more than double the quantity chargeable by law, or for which the Duty was 
paid. 

The Diftillery was ufually kept correfppndent with the entries in the Minute and 
Stock Books, fo as to be found corredt at the occafional vifits of infpedling Officers, 
who were not in colliifion with the Diftiller ; the ink ufed in making thefe entries could 
be readily difeharged, and other entries fubftitured. Examinant, faith that very con- 
fiderable fums of money have been paid to Officers in charge of Diftilleries. The 
Officer was paid, and the Diftiller did what he pleafed. The Officer and Diftiller 
regulated the ftate of the Houfe in fuch a manner, that the account taken in the 
Minute and Stock Books might fubjeft the Diftiller to no more than the Duty 
arifing from the number of doublings impofed on him by law. Examinant begs not to 
be required to enter into further particulars. The ordinary gravity of Worts made 
in Dublin, is from 50 to 60 pounds to the barrel, by Dicas.’s Saccharometer. Previous 
to the 29th of September laft. Stills commonly ufed in Dublin were fitted with a 
. condenfer, ftopper, and line-pipe, which, operating as a head to the .Still, enabled this 
Examinant to. charge his own Still completely full. But in c-onfequence of the re- 
gulations adopted under the laft Diftiliery A6t, which require thefe appendages to be 
meafured in as part of the Still, he has been induced to alter the conftruaion, and 
thereby loft this advantage. This Examinant thinks the allowance of one-eigiith, 
made for liberty of the Still to work, is upon the prefect confhruction very infufficient. 
This infufficiency muft neceffarily expofe the Diftiller to repeated infraftions of the 
law, as the decrcafe of Waffi ufed at each charge of the Still, can pever be pro- 
portionate to the Still charge required by law, and thus the Diftiller muft be una- 
voidably left at the mercy of the Officer. This Examinant is of opinion, that a like 
•hardffiip would occur if the charge flmuld be drawn from the Singlings, in as much as 
the Spirits, whenever they begin to come off from the doubling Still at a left 
;ftrength than that of I4;per-cent. above Iriffi proof, are run into the Singling Receiver, 
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from whence they- go again into the Still, -and the Officer would tlierefore To far have 
a power of charging' the Diftiller with'double' Duty, Spirits are generally made from 
12 to i6'per-cenc. above Iriffi proof, were- they made weaker they would not be 
retailed to the confumer in fo pure a ftate, nor would they find fo ready a fale. He 
is of opinion, that theftandard ftrength of Spirits ought not to be fixed at lefs- than 
16-per-cent, above Irifh proof, becaufe at no lefs ftreng-th will Spirits Hand what is 
. called the phial proof, unlefs aided by a mixture of vitriol and oil, by which the 

- flavour of the Spirit is materially injured. Phial proof is a mixture of two parts of 
Spirit of the -above ftrength with one of water, and is the ftrength at which Spirits 
are ufually fold by the retailers. He begs to add, that he thinks it would be better 
10 have no ftandard -fixed. Ac the ftrength of which Wafh is ufually made in this 

. Country, 100 gallons- yield from 1 1 to 11 gallons of Spirits of the foregoing ftrength. 
Examinant conceives, that the Irifti Diftillers work at a difadvantage of ten-pence per 
.gallon upon Spirits,- compared with the Engllfti Diftilier. The Irifla Diftiiler is 
obliged to produce a certain quantity of Spirits in the -month, in order to complete 

- which his work is hurried, a double fee of- fervants -is employed, nearly a tenfold 
confumption of coals is requifite, confequent lofs of materials (frequently whole 
Still charges of Singlings and-Wafh) is fuftained, and an increafed expence of repairs 
to the Scill-and -Furnace is incurred. Befides chefe difltdvantages the Diftiiler, vvhen 
fo hurried, finds it impoffible to extradt from the Grain within one-fifth or one-fixth of 
the Spirits which the Grain would produce, -if the Diftiiler was at liberty to ferment 

. and diftill as. he thought proper. 

■Rsbert H&ig. 

J. S. Rochfor.t. 

Fred’‘ Geale. 

Robert Alexander, 

• Cha‘ Saxton, 



’No. 14. 



The Examination of NICHOLAS ROE, Efquire; taken on Oath, .rhe 
a9th and 31ft 06 tober,and lath'Novcmbcr 1806. 

This Examinant faith, 

That he is-a-Diftiller In the city of Dublin, and works a Still of 1,575 gallons 
• content. Previous to the a 9th September laft, when a-change in the' law took place, 
it was meafuredat 1,560 gallons. Before the above time, confiderable quantities of 
Spirits were made by this Examinant, and, as he believes, by D’iftillcrs in general, 
beyond what paid. Duty. He aifo believes that it was cuftomary to pay very large 
fees to chc Officers in charge of'Diftilleries, but begs to be allowed not to .enter into 
particulars. Thefe extra or private Spirits were readily difpofed of in various ways, 
but always fold at a reduced price, varying from one (hilling to one (hilling and eight- 
pence, and fometimes two (hillings per gallon under the price of permitted Spirits, 
This Examinant faith, that the perfon who condu6ted the bufinefs for him, took care 
to have the Diftillery correft, at- the ufuai hour of. thofe Officers vifits w-ho were in 
charge of the Diftillery, fo that if a vifit (hould be made by a Superior or check 
Officer, he might find the ftate of the Houfe to corre'fpond with the entries made in 
the Minute-Book, by the Officer in charge of the Diftillery. The extra work was 
generally done at night,, and in the intervals- between -the Officer’s vifits. He feldom 
made-a return to the Excife Office'of the quantity -of Spirits made during the week, 
unlefs where he hadan objedlion to make to the Officer’s charge, -when he would make 
the return and ftate. his objeftion. 

Examinant ufually made between .9,000 and 10,000 gallons of Spirits every week. 
The weekly charge .on his Still at this time, according to the number of Still charges 
impofcd monthly by. law, was 5,000 gallons. He could have made more, but shat, his 
worm tub was not , proportioned to the fize -of-his Still. His . Still, as then con- 
ftruefed, was alTifted by a line-pipe of the content of 300 gallons, which joined the 
head of the Still. This confidcrably increafed the capacity of the Still as to work. 
From the quick work to make private Spirits, he conceives that the Diftiiler loft from 
half a gallon to three quarts of Spirits produce per barrel of Corn of twelve ftone. 
The Corn generally ufed ‘was Oats, with a mixture of Malt-and Barley j the Wafh 
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ufcd for making private Spirits was produced from the Backs, which were renewed 
in the abfcnce of the Officer’s vifits ; if the Officer was expefired to be particular, the 
Back, out of which a quantity of Walli had been taken, was renewed from the next 
Back ivioft forward in fermentation, fo as to preferve the fame appearances as at the 
Officer’s laft vifit. If the Officer was not particular, or that the time permitted it, an 
entire Back, in which the fermentation had fubfided, was ufedand renewed with Worts. 
The Waffi had frequently been made ready for the Still in 30 hours, and by renewing 
tlie Backs, the fermentation was apparently kept up for the time required by law, 
wlfich is fix days, including the days of brewing and of diftillation. Examinant is 
of opinion, that more Spirit would be extracted from the Grain, if the time of fer- 
mentation was unlimited. It has not been the pradice of this Examinant to heat 
the Waft, but he has heard that other Difiillers have done fo, and have thereby- 
accelerated the procefs of diftillation. Examinant generally ran off a charge of 
Wafli in fifty minutes ; he ufualiy put from 1,000 to 1,100 gallons of Waft into the 
Still, and from 13 to 1,400 gallons of Singlings for a Still charge of each. 

Since the 29th of September laft, the law has required every appendage to the 
Still to be meafured in as part of the Still, and the Commiffioners have refufed to 
licence any Still with a line-pipe. His Still, as now meafured, is of the conrent of 
1,575 gallons, which is 15 gallons more than it was rated at previous to the 29th of 
ScpteiT)ber, exclufive of the line-pipe afore-mentioned, which was not then meafured 
in. He now charges the Still ufualiy with i,ood or 1,100 gallons of W.aft, which is 
as much as he can ufe confiftently with the expedition of working that is necefiary for 
the. purpofe of making out the number of doublings required by law. The Waft 
charge on his Still, agreeably to the regulations of the Ad, is 1,418 gallons. If the 
law was flridly enforced, he would be liable to be charged for every Still charge, 
double Duty on 3 or 400 gallons of Wafii. If he charged the Stillwith the quantity 
of Wafli now denominated a Still charge by the, law, he could not do the number of 
doublings required in the month ; befides the delay to the work that would be oc- 
cafioned by charging the Stillwith the quantity of Waft, denominated by law a Still- 
charge, it would, in addition, expofe the Diililler to great rifk of lofs from the WaQi 
boiling over, in confequence of the Still being- charged with fo great a quantity. 

Examinant thinks, that the Diftiller .ftould only be charged either on the decreafe of 
Waft, or on the increafe of Spirits, and tJiat no charge ftould be made according to 
the Still charge either of Waft or Singlings. 

This Examinant underftands, that the pradlice of private diftillation in the north of 
Ireland, has become much more e.xtenfive and prevalent of late than it was fome 
years ago. 

Nicholas Roe. 

y. S. Rochfort. 

freS Gea'le. 

Robert Alexander. 



No. 15. 



The Examination of JOHN STEIN, Efq.; taken on Oath, the 21ft and 
25th of November 1806. 

This Examinant faith. 

That he is a Diftiller in the city of Dublin; previoufly to the 29th September laft, 
he worked a Still of 1,000 gallons concent; fince that time he has worked one of 
.500 gallons only, exclufive of the head, which has been meafured at 33 or 34 gal- 
lons. Prior to the month of June laft, he was chargeablefty law with 3,500 gallons 
per week, but he made on an average about 6,500 gallons; he does not think that 
he ever made more, than 7,000. The ftatc of the Houfe was fo managed by this 
Examinant, with the connivance of rhe Officer in cliarge, as to appear correct at 
any occafional vific of infpeilion, and very large fums were, paid to the Officers on 
that account, whilfl: in ether refpedls tins Examinant did in general as he thought 
proper; he begs to decline entering into further particulars. The principal mode 
.of getting rid of the extra Spirits, was by fending out a double turn upon Permits. 
•Whilft he worked a 1,000 gallon Still under the former Ails, he was enabled to fill 
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the Still completely; as the arm conneded with the condciifer, which v/as not 
then meafured in as part of the Scill’s content, operated in like manner as a Still head 
of at leaft 300 or 400 gallons. Since the 29th September lad, this arm is diredcd 
to be meafured in, and lie has in cnnfcquence now fo iruich reduced it that he has not 
been able to charge his Still (confiftcnc with the rapidity of work which the num- 
ber of'doublings chargeable occafions) with more than half tiie quantity of Wafli 
fixed by l?w as a Still charge, and thus every time the Still is charged he expofes 
himfclf to penalties, and is unavoidably in tfie Officer’s power, it is true that he 
would, by working flower, be enabled to employ greater Still charges, but in that 
cafe he could not complcre the number of doublings required under, the prefent law. 
"With refpeft to Singlings, this Examinant fiith,'^ that the Difliller labours under 
ftlll greater diflidvantages, becaufc he finds it not only impoffible to fill Ijis Still with 
;ihe quantity required by law, alihough he is made chargeable with a quantity of 
Spirits computed from the Still charge of Singlings, but allb btcaule, from this 
circumftance, he is obliged to fhew a difproportionate decreafe, and thereby is made 
•liable to a double Duty upon fucli difproportion; befidcs this, the weaker Spirits of 
each doubling charge being returned into th-^ Singling calk, are liable to a fcconcl 
charge of Duty, and frequently increale the penalty by augmenting fuch difpro- 
porrionate decreafe. But the provilions of the law have never, to his knowledge, been 
enforced by the Officers, and he believes have been latterly difpenfed with by orders 
from the Board, This Examinant thinks, that as it is impoffible to draw any jull 
charge from the Singlings, the Diftiller might be relieved from thefc difadvantao-cs 
without lofs to the Revenue, if the charges were drawn from the Wafii and Spirits 
only. 

John Stem. 

J. S. Rochforf» 

Frederick Gecle. 

Robert Alexander. 

Charles Saxton. 



No. 16. 



The Examination of Mr. WILLIAM KNIPE, Examiner of Surveyors 
and Gaugers Books j taken on Oath, the 3d and 13th November i S06. 

This Examinant faith, 

'I'liac he is Examiner of Surveyors and Gaugers Books; that he was appointed 
about two years ago. The Eftabliffimenc confifts of himlelf as principal, an affiflanc 
or firfl Clerk, and an extra Clerk. There are now 1 6 affiftant Examiners, many of 
whom are old, infirm, and incapable of doing any duty. The duty of Examinant is 
to examine all Books ufed by the Gaugers and Surveyors at the different diftrifts 
throughout Ireland, for which purpofe they are returned quarterly into his Office. The 
Surveyors Diary Books are feldom returned. When this Examinant came into 
office, there was a confiderable arrear of bnfiners j the principal attention is paid to 
the Diftiliery and Malt Books. All the Diftillery and Malt Books, which Itave been 
returned for the quaiter ended 24th June lafl, have been examinrd. The books for 
the other branches of the Excife Duties undergo but a partial examination, which 
arifes from Examinant’s not having a fufficiency of capable Clerks. In the exami- 
nation of the Diftillery and Male Books, frequent lliorc charges were difeovered, 
which could not be recovered, as fix months had dapfed before the difeovery was made, 
after which time no furcharge would lie until after the paffing ofchelaft Diftillery Aft, 
which has e.xtended the time to nine months. The books are often not returned for 
four months. Examinant does not fee any ohjedfion to their being returned monthly. 
If any error from a fhort charge is difeovered, timely notice thereof is fent to the 
Board, and alfo to the Diftiller or Malcfter, who muft: (hew caufc within one month, 
or a iurcliage voucher will then be fent down againft them. If the error be againft: 
the Diftiller or Makftcr, the particulars are returned in a voucher to the Commif- 
fioners, who make an order for allowing it in furure charges. It fcklom happens that 
the miftake h.as been made ag3infttheTrader,moftgenerallyin his favour. Applications 
for allowances, in confequence of accidenJs, are frequently made to the Board, and are 

124. 3 F generally 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



IJS (Mand.]-FIFTH REPORT of the COMMISSIONERS [Appx. 
geoerally rrferred to this Exatninao, that 

arc accidents for which an laid*^ before the Board, 

allowance. The proofs rccomm F allowance fought for is made, a 

any fee or gratuity of any kind whatfoever. 

y. S. Rochfort. 

Fred' Geale. 

Robert Alexander. 



No. i~. 

, ,, ■ ■ EAr Wir SON BOMFORD, Clerk of Deliveries 

"'rn’^^rSeTeele^Off’^l^aken^n Oath, the td^k and c6th of 
November 1806. 

This Examinant faith. Kino’s fores. Confiderable quantities of 

Iriih'spirits are ufually ftored' in the 

Slil'’andba'?ofp:r«^^^ 

:^be^^^irdrMrni:;pS^ 

fh ooe. or ilTor liome confumption, the perfon to whom d.fcharged, the deft nation 
of?he.veiM. or the perfon to whom permitted, the date of borjding if y 

of duty paid if taken out for home confumption. the quantity bonded y p. d 

for, the date and number of the Storekeeper’s permit, where PS™'™d “ and th 
nt mber of cafks and gallons permitred. Before Spirits are ,n ended “ be <b Pped 
for exportation, a certificate, Ggned by the Deputy Compttollet brought to tte 
StoteSepe? certifying that boSd had been entered into for the due exportation, 
according to law, of the number of caOts of Irilh Spirits mentioned m the oemficat , 

■ alio mennoning the date of the entry outwards, the name of the exporter. 

of the vcffel and mafter, and the portof deftination. , „ . . „ u„ rumned 

The Storekeeper then grants a Permit for the quantity of Spirits to be . pp > 
and dcliyers them to a Debenture Officer to be foipped h.ntry is then ma . 

Sprits fo deliveted.in .he fevetal columns of the Lodger before-men loued When 
sUitsa.e intended to be taken out for home confumpnon, ‘be Storekeeper 
tide t. figned by him, mentioning the Diftiller’s name, the ‘'‘‘"’bet °f esto of Inlh 
Spnit;, the marks and contents in gallons, and the date when ftored. on e back of 
which the Gauger alfo iudorfes tlie number of cafks, and the 

hnufed This ticket ,.s brought rathe Colkaor, who enters on it the Duty 
Intereft, and gives on it a receipt for the amount of both. A duplicate of “'=‘10 
anrtec;,pt is lodged with the Storekeeper, on which he grants a Permit for tI eSp 
rits fpecified, and deli.crs them to the pe.fon Ifodiie'ng ‘icltet h 
ticket, and enters in the afore-mentioncd Ledger the number “/ eafts dc 
name of ihe perfon to whom delivered, the dale of payment °f *£dot), o ^ 
Soirits for which Duty has been paid, and number of the Srarekceptr s 1 emu , 
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number of cafks and gallons permitted. By a late order of the Board, the Store- 
i P.ner is required to return ^veeUly to the Examinator of Excife, an account of the 
Spirits warchoufed, of thofe delivered out for exportation and for home confumption, 

^‘^TMs^Exrmi^^^ faith, that he has been about four years a Clerk in the (lores, dur- 
;ncr which time he has never known a flock account taken of the Spirits or ocher 
lo°ods in (lore, by any Check Officer. No account of Irifh Spirits warehoufed is 
Lpt by the Bock-keep.r to the ftcres. _ 



J. S. Rochfort. 
Geale. 

Robert Alexander. 
Charles Saxton. 



No. iS. 



A Sketch of the Mode of fiirveying the Diftilleries in England, and 
fecuring the Duty on Spirits. 

the Revenue arifing by home-made Spirits in England, is charged upon .the Worts 
or Walh from which the Spirits are extrafted. The Rate or Duty on Wort or 
Wa(h brewed from Grain, is 1/4I per gallon, and the Drftillcr rs allowed a credit of 
zo uallons of Spirits at the ftr-ength oft to 10 over Hydroraemr proof, for every too 
vallons of Wadi brewed or made from Corn or Grain r and it not having been found 
poEble to pimducc a greater proportion of Spirits at that ftrength, without incurring 
a lofs in the value of the materials more than equal to the value of any Duty that 
could be obtained by extrafting a greater quantity, all that has been found ncceffary 
in England is, to afeertain the aftual quantity of Wort or Wafli brewed or made. 
There^s a variety of rules, regulations, and reftridlions provided by different Adis of 
Parliament, principally of the 26th, 28th, and 30th years of the King, under which 
Spirits are made and carried into confumption in England ; there are, however, 
leveral fubordinate regulations contained in other Adts of Parliament. 

The Diftiller for home confumption is furveyed in fucceffion by different Ofneers, 
at uncertain and unexpedfed hours both by day and night, and thofe Officers are very 
frequently, and at times equally unexpeoffed, followed by Surveyors, supervifors, 
and General Surveyors, in fuch a way, and under fuch circumaances, that neither 
■the Trader or Officer can be prepared for their vilits; and upon this very rapid and 
uncertain futcefljon of Officers of different deferiptions, the prevention of fraud or 
connivance is confidercd to depend. It is the duty of every Officer of every defcrip- 
tion every time he vifits the Trader, to note in his Survey Books, while upon the 
foot, the operations depending i to gauge and afeertain. as far as poffibie, foe quan- 
tity quality, and nature of the materials preparing or prepared ; the condition of tne 
Still, and of the Low Wines. Spirits, and Ecints run therefrom ; and when the Walk 
in the Backs is in fo h’oh a ftate of fermentation as not to admit of an accurate gauge 
bcinv taken, it is fhewn in that ftate by the Officers, who do not on fuch occafions 
infer? the gauge or quantity, bccaufe neither the one nor the other can, as before ob- 
ferved be truly afcercained. The Diftiller is not allowed to fend oot Spirits m any 
quanti’ty lefts than an entire cafk of 100 gallons, nor at a greater ftrength than z to 
10 over Hydrometer proof; and the ReftiHer. to whom ihe Spirits are ufually lent, 
not being allowed credit for the purpofc of lowering, except in die cafe of Spirits 
received at the ftrength of i to 10 over Hydrometer proof, the Diftiliers are thereby 
virtually prohibited from felling or fending out at a lower degree of ftrength; they 
are allowed permits for no more Spirits than could be made from the q uantity of Wafli 
charged, computing the produce thereof at 20-per-cent, of Spirits of the ftrength of 
1 to 10 over Hydrometer proof. The ftocks are taken at uncertain intervals, both- 

bv quantity and ftrength. . i /• 

^The Corn Diftiliers in England are few in number, ard are, in general, mea of 
high charafter and great reiponfibility: their profits arc in general lair and ampie, 
and it is believed that fince the imroduaion of the prelent Syftem of Survey which 
has prevailed, now neaily 20 years, very few frauds have been attempted at the_ 
regular Diftiliers; and while a fufficient number of aftive and intelligent Officers of 
every' defeription are employed to fecure the Duty on Spirits, m the way it is now 
fecured in England, it is believed very litllc evafion will be acicmpted. 
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Splrics diftilled in England for exportation are chiefly made under the regulation of 
th.e Ad of 2 Geo. 3. cap. 5. and are not cliarged with Duty. No Diftiller is 
allowed to work for exportation, in any DiftiilcTy employed at the time in making 
Spirits for home confumption, nor even while there are any materials which may- be 
employed in making Spirits for home confumption remaining on the premifes. When 
the Still is not at work, the Furnace is always fecurely locked, and the vifiis arc fo 
frequent, that even if the Furnace could be opened, the Still, being very large, 
could not pofTibly be worked without dilcovery. During the whole time a Still is at 
v/ork upon Spirits for exportation, the Still is attended by one or niorc Officers, who 
rake care that every drop of the Spiiits diftilled is, as foon as the Still is ofF, made up 
to what is called Export Strength, which is regulated by the before-mentioned Ad, 
and then removed to, and received in a warehoule adjoining the Diftillcry, under 
the locks of the fuperior Officers, from whence the Spirits can only be taken, out for 
rcdification, which redificarion is attended, and the Spirits made up and fccured, in 
like manner as when firft diftilled. Spirits made for exportation, cannot by law be 
delivered for home confumption; and an accunatc account being always taken of 
the rtrength and quantity of ail Spirits feciired in the export warehoufes, it could, not 
avail the Diftiller to open the warchoufes, or otherwife privately take out the Spirit^ 
becaufc for every gallon miffing, allowing for that only which is regularly expjrted, 
the Diftiller would be charged double the value of the Duty. 

y. Graham, 

li'.xcife Office, London, Gcn‘ Surveyor. 

Nov' 8tb, 1S06. 



No. 19. 

The Examination of Mr. MALCOLM BROWN; taken on Oath, the 
23d and 24th of December iSo5. 

This Examinant faith, 

1 hat he has been a Diftiller at Dundalk flnce the vear 1804, and has, during that 
time, worked a Still of 500 gallons content. That the average quantity made by him, 
jircviou.s to the laft Diftillery Act, was from 3,500 to 4,000 gallons of Spirits weekly. 
That he could have made a greater quantity, it he had not been reftrained by the limits 
of his market,^ and the perfuafion that a further increafe of work would have been 
injurious to his intereft, by lowering the price and leftening the produce from his Grain. 
At that time his Still was furniffied with a condenfer, ftopper, and back-pipe, which' 
enabled him to charge his Still nearly full; but fincc the laft Diftillery Aft, thefe 
appendages have undergone an alteration, by which, inftead of the legal Still charge, 
which is 468 gallons of V/afli, or 455 gallons of Singlings, he can only ufc 
200 gallons of Waffi, or 3C0 of Singlings, without the ri(k of making his Still 
run foul, and being unable to work off the quantity required by. law, or of expofing 
ninafclf at each time of charging his Still to the Duty payable on the Still charge, 
which, if enforced, would amount to nearly a double Duty. 

^ Examinant faith, that during the laft year unlicenl'cd Diftillatlon has inc'reafed in 
his vicinity, and in the adjoining counties, to the beft of his belief nearly fix-fold, 
which he conceives has, in a great degree, arifen from rhe advance in the price of 
Spirits latterly. That there appears to be but little aftivity uled to fupprefs un- 
licenfed Diftillation, which, if fuffered to continue, will in a fliort time operate to the 
ruin of the liccnfcd Diftiller, or force him out of the trade. That cuftomers who 
ufed fometimes back to take from his Diftillerv ten puncheons of Spirits at a time, 
will now take only a Angle puncheon, and that chiefly for the ftke of getting Permits 
to cover in part the (lock they take in from the unlicenfed Diftiller. That he has no 
doubt, from the fhort experience he has had, that he is equal to make the full quan- 
nty impofed by the late Aft, and -is able to draw a larger quantity of extract from his 
Grain than he previoufly djd ; for fince the number of charges impofed have fo nearly 
equalled the power of his Still, he has found it his intereft to difeontinue the praftice 
of renewing his Backs, and has given his Waffi the full time allowed for fer- 
mentation. 

~ r> , - Malcolm Bro'-jon. 

J. S. Rcchfort. 

Fred^ Geale, 

Robert /ilexander, 

Cba’ Saxton. 
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No. 20. 



The Examination of Mr. GEORGE BIRCHj taken on Oath, the 26th 
of December 1806. 

This Examinant faith, 

That he is a Diftiller near rite town of Rofcrea; that during the laft year he 
worked at one time a Still of about 1,578 gallons content, at another a Still of 
1 , 75 ° gallons content. He believes, that he ufually made a quantity of Spirits ex- 
ceeding the monthly charges, but in what proportion he cannot fay. He never found 
nine gallons of Walk to produce three gallons of Singlings, nor three gallons of 
Singlings to produce one gallon of Spirits, which are the proportions preferibed by 
Jaw 3 he was obliged therefore to have recourfe to the pradice of renewing his 
Backs as often as occafion required, in order to make up for the deficiency. This 
pradice was always attended with a confiderablc lofs of produce. If the duty of the 
Officer had been ftridly executed, no renewal could have taken place. He begs 
leave to decline entering into the particulars of the connedion which fubfifted be- 
tween him and the Officer. He has always ufed a turf fire, but as he has never ufed 
a coal fire, cannot ftate their comparative ftrengths 3 he thinks that the coft of fuel 
for his Didiilery in the laft year was about ,T. 2,000, He has made as hot a fire 
with turf as his Still could well bear, but thinks the turf fire is lefs fteady, and more 
damped by every addition of fuel. He has now a Still of 1,769 gallons, which he has 
not yet worked. He does not think he fliall be able, in future, to fill his Still with 
more than about two-thirds of the quantity which the law confiders to be a Snll 
charge ; and, from having worked a Still of the fame fize laft year, he is of opinion 
he will not be able to make near the quantity of Spirits now required by law. 

George Bircb. 

y. S. Rockfori. 

Fred‘s Cede. 

Robert Alexander . 

Cha^ Saxton. 



No.,'2r. 

The Examination of Mr. JOHN CASSIDY ; taken upon Oath, the 
17th and 2ift of January 1807. 

This Examinant faith, 

That he is a Difiiller at Monaftereven ; he works now, and has for many years 
paft worked a Still of 500 gallons content. Previous to the 29th September laft, 
he had a large head and condenfer, which enabled him to do more work: fince 
that time, when thefe appendages became chargeable, he has reduced them to as 
frrall a head as the Still can work with. Previous to the 29th of September, 
he made confiderably more than the quantity required by law, fince that time, he has 
worked better than four weeks; he was deficient about i,iiOO gallons of the quantity 
chargeable by law, in the firft four weeks: he expeefts that in the enfuing four weeks, 
he will be able to make near the'quantity required. The Officers in charge of his 
Diftillery, were in the habit of receiving fees. 

He worked with a turf fire until the year 1804, when the number of charges 
were increafed, and lie was unable to make the quantity required j fince that time 
he has worked with a coal fire, which he thinks more powerful. ‘ 

Previous to the commencement of his working under the laft A£c, he added a 
round of copper, of about twelve inches diamere.", to the tep of the worm, and one to 
the bottom, of the fame diameter with the reft of the v/orm, which he believes is 
about fix inches. In confequence of this alteration, he is enabled to do more work 
than he could have done if the worm had not been altered, without a greater lupply 
of cold water to keep the worm cool. 

yohn Cajftdy. 

J. S. Reebfort, 
fred^ Geale. 

Robert Alexander, 

Charles Saxton. 

124. 3G 
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No. 



-An ACCOUNT of the Number of Stills iicenfcJ ; their Content in Gallons.; 
1,500 Gallons; the Rate of Duty per Gallon-; the Number of Gallons of Spirits 
Day of September 1791, to the 29th Day of September 1806. 



YEARS 


z 


Their Cantents 
Gallons. 


of Doublings 
chargeable Monthly 
on Stills of 


Rate of D 
per 

Gallon. 


fy 


Number of Gallons 
of Spiiits 
aftually charged 
with Duty. 


500 

Gallons. 


1,000 

Gallons. 


1,500 

Gallons. 
















1 , 


d . 




ikjth September 


1792*" 


- - 


- " 


- - 


- - 


- * 






3,801,172 


— 


i"93 


- - 


- - - 


- - 




- '■ 






3.370.647 


. -- 


'794, 


- - 




- - 


- - 


- - 


> 


2 


4.141,678 


















2 & 




— 


•179; 




■ 


* 


■ 




i . 


6 


3.8-19.959 





■1796 


TheB 


sgillry for thefe 




- - 


- 


■I 


6 


3,970,946 


















— 


.1797 






































— 


1798 


■ ■ 


- 


" ■ 


■ 




1 ^ 




4,205,566 






















— 


179.9 


• • 


• 




■ “ 




i . 


6 


■4.305.769 




■tSeo^ 




, . . 


- - 


- - 




2 


6 


.2,252,741 
















Sugar - 3 


7 




— 


,1801' 


31 


33.9IZ 


-23 


20 


18 


D» - - 3 


7 1 


1,181,518 
















Malt - 3 


oi-J 




_ 


1802 


92 


72.75' 


23 


20 


rS 


C 3 


04 


3,984,876 






















— 


•J803 


J15 


-82,29a 


23 


29 


iS 


I 3 


9 i 


4.588.479 


- 


•1804 


90 


64,506 


23 


20 


18 


^1: 


9 i 

4 


3.741.589 


- 


180.5 


70 


53.130 


34 


30 


28 


4 


4 


3,703,086 


— 


j8o6 


47 


35.163 


50 


44 


40 


4 


4 


3.749.330 



-At the-comnienc«in»nt of this Accoimt, vh. 29th September 1791, the Duty was 1/. zd. per Gallon. 





25th March - 


3 795-' 
1798 


t was raifed to i 
- - - to .2 


6 

0 




•D” - - - 


'7.99 


- - - to .2 


6 


•“'Ditl not operate until opening 
-thcJDillillerks. 


•jllAuguft 


1800 


- - - to|^ 


7 


14th July 


1803 


- - • to 3 


9x 




noth ju'y - - 


.1804 


... to 4 


4 
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20j 



the Number of Doublingi 
charged with Duty j and 


5 chargeable J 
the Amount ( 


klonthly on Stills of 500, 1,000, and 
)f‘Duty in each Yearj from the 29th 


Grofs Amount 
of 

Duty; 


Amount of. 
Drawbacks 
Paid. 


Net Amount 
of 

Duty. 


'OBSERVATIONS. 


£■ 


t 


£■ d . ^ 




222489 4 2;| 


13 16 85 


222,475 7 6{ 




«97>2I7 15 9 i 


57 0 '61 


197,160 15 3| 




242,316 Z 3I 


68 9 I'J 


242,247 13 2§ 




249,949 17 9 


72 16 io| 


249,877 0 lof 




298,623 3 0 


3--233 0 4I 


.295,390 a 




327,027 18 i| 


163 1.3 8 


326,864 4 5^ 




356,611 19 © 


483 17 li 


SSfi.isS I lol 




475,588 9 0 


3J+ S 3} 


475.254 “ 81 




292,771 18 I 


1 

1 124 13 0 


' 292.647 5. * 




211,676 19 II 


27,457 s 7 


'184,17911 4 


'This Year the Diflillers were prohibited fronk 


609,825 16 3 


123,337 10 7I 


486,488 5 7j 


working Grain ; but a partial Didillation took 
place from Sugar, without limitation -as to 
Monthly Work. 


722,303 8 4I 


‘84.061 7 4{ 


538,242 I oi 


1 Note;— The-Diftilieries were flopped 5th April 


762,461 8 o| 


17S.S17 6 4 


582,644 I 8| 


i3oo, from a Scarcity of Grain, and re-eom- 
menced the i ft. January 1802. 


702,246 7 5I 


*3 I2 


576,931 14 4 




726,236 13 8^ 


1 66,157 2 0; 


660,079 II 8|: 





Hood, 

* Mdafles or' Sugar, Exairt^ Excife, 

JanJ" gth, i8o7. Sworn. 
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No. 23. 



An account, fpecifying the Names and ReGdences of the Gross Distillers, 
who have taken out Licences for the current Year; together with the Size of 
their rerpcdi/e Stills. 



DISTRICT. 


NAMES. 


RESIDENCE. 


CONTENT. 


Dublin City - ► - 


Nicholas Roe - . - - 


Marybone-Iane - - • - 




Rofs ------ 


Geo. Corlctt - - - - 


Rofs ------- 


522 


Dublin City - - . 


John Stein ----- 


Marybone-Iane . - - 


533 


Cork ------ 


Francis Walker - - - - 


Sc. Domiiicks - - - - 


i> 53 ° 




Anthony Perrier - - - 


Dodges Glen . - - - 


MSS 


. . . . - - 


Hewett & Co. - - • - 


Watercourfe - - - - 


I.S 3 ® 


Dublin City - - - 


Sylvefter Coftigan - - - 


Thomas-ftreet - - - - 


523 


Cork ----- 


Francis Walker - - - 


St. Doranicks - - - - 


i> 53 ® 


Droglieda - - - - 


Dclahoyde and Co. - - 


Drogheda ----- 


509 


Clonmel! - - - - 


W. Randal Vaughan - - 


Nenagh ------ 


S 43-5 


Liffiurn ----- 


Henry Rowan - - - - 


Belfaft ■ - 


503.6 


Dublin ----- 


James Trant - - - - 


Little Mary-ftreet - - - 


53 S 


_ 


JohnJamefon - - - - 


Bow-ftreet ----- 


535 





Law'rence Nihill - - - 


Scrand-ftreet - . - . 


S >7 


Newry - - - - 


_Cauiiield and Grier - - 


Newry ------ 


541 


Cork ------ 


Will" & Tho* Wife - - 


Northman ----- 


j,Si6 


Dundalk- - - - - 


Read, Browne & Co. - _ - 


Dundalk 


520 


Maryborough - - - 


Geo. Birch ----- 


Rofcrea 


1.769 


Dublin City - - - 


Charles Rooney - - - 


Watling-ftreet - . - . 


552 


— ... - 


John Hutton - - - - 


Mount Brown - - - - 


530 


Clonmell - - - - 


Mich’ Cormkk - - - - 


Tharles 


515 


Dublin City - - - 


Jn" Coftigan - - - - 


Queen-ftreet - - . - 


533 




John Power ----- 


Thomas-ftreet - - - - 


523 


Naas ------ 


Jolin Caffidy - - - - 


Monaftereven - . . - 


525-4 


Drogheda - - - - 


John Lynch ----- 


Drogheda . - - - - 


512 


Dublin City - - - 


Robert Haig _ - - - 


Dodder B.ank - - - - 


LS 43 


. - - - 


Sylvefter Coftigan - - - 


Thomas-ftreet - . - - 


524 


Cork - - - - - 


Morgan Caldwell - - - 


Milfield 


538 


Dublin City - - - 


John Stein ----- 


Marybonc-lanc 


1,590 


Clonmell . . - - 


Jn". & Jeremiah M'^Chean 


Killlnauie - - - - - 


573 



Excife Office, Dublin, 7 

19th January 1807. J Ceorge Waller. 
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No. 23 — continued. 



An account, fpecifying the Names and Refidences of the Rectifying 
Distillers, who have taken out Licences for the current Year ; together with 
the Size of their refpeftivc Stills. 



DIS'TRICT. 


NAMES. 


RESIDENCE. 


CONTENT. 


Dublin ----- 


Thomas Farrell - - - - 


Longford-ftreet - - - 


{OO 




James Kelly ----- 


Church ftreec - t - - 


100 


_ 


Thomas Power - - - - 


Mary’s-lane 


118 


— 


Pai'‘ Finucane - - - - 


Stafford'ftreet - - - - 


zc6 


— 


Tho’ & Will"* Donoghoe 


Earl-ftreet ----- 







Charles Colgan - - - - 


Thomas-ftreet - - - - 


H 7 





William Lyons - - - - 


John-ftree: ----- 


236 


— 


Ricy White - - - - 


Fownefs-dreet - - 


105 


— 


Thomas Cary - . - - 


Bull-alley ----- 


16s 


Cork 


WilF Ryan 


Glenville-Iane - - - - 


616 





George Rogers - - - - 


North Abbey - - ; - 


. 7 * 





Jofeph Webb - - 


Great Britain-ftreet - - 


, 370 





William Craig - - - - 


Paul-ftreet ----- 


,8g 





Henry B. Wife - - - - 


North Abbey - - - - 1 


484 


— 


Jn® Barry - - - .1 - 


Weavers-lane - - - - 


f 280 
^lS 93 


— - - ' - - 


Dennis Corcoran - - - 


Watercourfe ----- 


2 i I 


- « . - - - 


James Rogers - - - - 


D® 


JS 37 

I172 





Chrid'' Martin - - - - 


Barrack-dreet - - - - 


190 





John Parker . - - - 


Halfmoon-ftreet - - - 


124 





Will" Caldwell - - - - 


Milfield ------ 


345 


Limerick - - - - 


Dan* Molony - - - - 


Limerick ----- 


220 


Waterford - - - - 


William Bell - - - - 


Bowling-green-lane - - 


Z3S 



Excife Office, Dublin, 
19 Jany 1807. 



} 



George IValkr. 



3 . 24 - 



3H 
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No. 24. 



The Examination of Mr. GEORGE WALLER, Firft Clerk in the Office 
of the Secretary of Excifej taken on Oath, the 21ft January 1807. 

This Examinant faith. 

That in the fpring of the year 1803, headed as Secretary to the Board of Excife, 
during the abfence of Mr. Worthington ; that, to the beft of his recolledion, a 
Memorial was at that time prefented to the Board by- the Diftiliers of Dublin, remon- 
ftrating againft being examined couching the fees which they paid to the Officers in 
charge of their Diftiileries ; chat no order was made thereupon,- nor is it now to be 
found among the Records of the Office, chough fearch has been made for the fame j 
he has heard that fome copies were made of it, but none are now to be found in the 
Office. 

G€orze Waller. 

J. S. Rochfort. 

Fred’’ Geale. 

Robert Alexander. 

Saxton. 



No. 25. 



The Examination of the Right honoorable Earl ANNESLEY, Firft 
Cornmiffioner of Excife ; taken on Oath, the 19th and 20th of Ja- 
nuary 1807. 

This; Examinant faith. 

That having, fome time previous to the month of March 1803, heard that the 
Officers in charge o'f Diftiileries were in the habit of receiving gratuities,' or, as he 
confiders them, bribes, to a large amount, he reported the fame to the Revenue 
Board, and the Diftiliers were thereupon fummoned to attend in order to be examined 
relative thereto ; that, inftead of attending purfuant to the fummonfes, they prefented 
a Memorial to the Board, which, as this Examinant has (on application to the 
Secretary to the Commiffioners of Excife) been informed, is not to be found amoncr 
the Records of his Office. To the beft of hi.s Lordffiip’s recollection,- the cop)^ 
inferted in this Examination, contains the fubftance, if not the very words, of that 
Memorial. 

To the Right honourable and Honourable the Commiffioners of His 
Majefty’s Revenue. 

The Memorial of the Diftiliers of Dublin. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

We folemniyaffure your Lordffiips and Honours, that, in declining to attend 
you upon the fummons which you have lately iffued upon the inveftigaclon of the 
conduft of the Revenue Officers of the City o( Dublin, we did not intend to flievv any 
difrefpeift to the Commiffioners of His Majefty’s Revenue, or to the Laws which they 
adminifter, and we increat your attention to the reafons we affign for declining to 
take any part on that inveitigacion. 

We are well apprized that the objetft of - the intended examination is to compel 
us to make difclofures of confidential communications, which we cannot difclole 
without involving ourfclves in ruin and difgrace. We intreat you to confider that the 
Officers who arc placed over us, and againft whom you feek our teftimony, are 
armed by the laws with fuch powers as would enable them to crufh the moft refpec- 
tablc men amongft us (or) any Diftiller, be he ever fo regular or guarded, if he 
ffiould happen to become an objed of rcfentmenc. We do not murmur againft: the 
rriukiplied feverity of thofe laws, and the numbcrlefs regulations enforced by high 
penalties, and which it is not in the power of human precaution exadly to conform 
to, but we deprecate being compelled, by ads of perfidy, to irritate men, who have 

it 
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it in their power to convert thofe laws to our deftru6tion; and that fuch of us as 
gave genera! offence by difclofures, which would be deemed perfidious and dif- 
honourable, would be objedls of vigilant, artful, and unceafing perfecution. 

We beg. leave to reprefent, that the Diftillers of Dublin pay one-half of the whole 
Excife of the kingdom of Ireland ; that many, whofe names are hereunto fubfcribed, 
pay above £. 20,000. per annum, and that there is more regularity, and fewer frauds 
in the Capital than elfewherej and that therefore it is peculiarly fevere, that a pro- 
ceeding of this opprelTive kind fhould originate here. 

We confidently ftate it as an incontrovertible truth, that having eredted confider- 
able works, and embarked large capitals, in the manufadture, we are as much 
intercfted as the Government in preventing illicit trade; and we are ready to concur 
in all inveftigadons and regulations, whicli may have for their objedt the prevention 
of fraud, v/ithout expofing our charadlers and properties. Which now threaten 
them. 

We beg leave, with humility, to reprefent, that the mere rumour of our being 
thrown into embarrafiments, has already produced a confiderablc efied upon the 
corn market, and if v/e Ihould be driven to ceafe work, even for a fhort period, 
much public and private detriment would enfue, independent of the lofs to Hia 
Majefly’s Revenue, 

We, therefore, humbly intreat your Lordfliips and Honours, not to require us to 
do what we deem difhonourable and dangerous in the extreme, and not to enforce 
penal laws againft us in confequence of our declining to do fuch afts. 



Dublin, 13 March, 1803. 

Silvefter Coftigan and C®. 

L. and L. Nihil. 

Edw"* and Rich'’ Grange and C®. 
James Morris and C°. 

Pat. Hyland and C®. 

Jn® Stein and C°. 

Law and Hale. 

John Power. 

Jamefon and Stein. 

O’Conner and Coftigan. 

Edward Kelly. 



Micld Reilly and C®. 
Plalpen and Hannan. 
Robert Haig. 
William Hutton. 
Charles M®Lean. 
Nicholas Roe. 
Chriftopher Halpin. 
Richard White. 
George Edwards. 

M. Chamberlain. 



This Examinant further faith, that he does not believe that any meafures were, in 
confequence, taken by the Board, at which he fhortly after ceafed to give liis 
attendance. 

His Lordftiip Is of opinion, that the falaries of the Officers and Clerks employed 
in the Excife are, in moft inftances, infufficient. He confiders that the eftabiifh- 
ment of preventive Officers is injurious to the Revenue, and tends rather to cover 
•than prevent frauds. 

He underftands that the Diftillers complain of being charged by Still charges, 
alledging, that they cannot put the quantity required by law into the Still, con- 
fiftently with the rapidity of work expected from them, and alfo of the charges, by 
difproportionate decreafes, or on the increafe or decreafe of Singlings ; but he is not 
fufficiencly acquainted with the procefs of Diftiilation to be able to determine whether 
the Diftillers can put into their Stills, and work at each charge refpedtivcly, the 
quantity of Walh or Singlings denominated a Still Charge j or whether the Diftiller 
can produce from his Wa.ffi the quantity of Singlings, or from his Singlings the 
quantity of Spirits, required by law ; however, his LordOtip is inclined to believe, 
• from his own experience as a Commiffioner, and the information he has received 
from prafiical Officers, that the complaints of the Diftillers are not well founded. 

He cannot form an opinion, Whether it would be advifable to allow the Diftillers 
more time for the fermentation of their Wafti, and charge them with a greater 
proportion of Spirits, but, from experience, he is afraid of any meafiire that would 
give the Diftillers a greater open for the commiffion of. frauds. 

Annejley. 

Kochfort. 

fred- Gsale. 

Robert Alexander, 

Charles Saxton, 

124. 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Ubrary and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



208 (Ireland.)~FIFTH REPORT of the COMMISSIONERS [Appx. 
No. 26. 



The Examination of W. B. SWAN Efquire, Infpedlor General of 
Excife and Licences of Ireland ; taken on Oath^ the 10th, 12th, i6th, 
and 22d of September 1806. 

This Examinant faith, 

That he has been upwards of twenty-five years in the fervice of the Revenue. 
His firft appointment was as fupernumerary Gauger. He was appointed Infpedlor 
General of Excife and Licences of Ireland, on the 13th of Odlober 1801, with a 
falary of £. 565. 3. 9. per annum. He has been for upwards of eighteen years 
employed in infpedting the Excife and Licences in different parts of Ireland. On 
his appointment of Infpeffor General of Excife and Licences of Ireland, he conceived 
he had authority to vifit and check in every branch of Excife and Licences, both in 
Dublin and in every other part of Ireland ; but he did not confider his duty called on 
him to leave Dublin unlefs diredled by the Board, or fome Member thereof. The 
reafon of his requiring an order from the Board, or fome Member thereof, to go out 
of Dublin, was to entitle him to his travelling expences. By a general order, made 
on the 26th of May 1804, he was defired not to go out on any infpeftion, nor to 
execute any information out of his fphere of duty in Dublin, without the fpecial 
order of the Board, figned by their Secretary, or, if in the Country, by the order of 
any one Commiflioner there. This order he conftrued as confining his duty in 
Dublin, to the fuperintendence of the Rcdlifying Diflilleries and Licences, which had 
been particularly under his charge, previous to his appointment as Infpedtor General 
of Excife and Licences of Ireland; and to thefe dudes he has accordingly confined 
himfelf fince the iffuing of the above-mentioned order, except in cafes where he has 
been fpecially direded by tiie Board. Previous to his receiving the afore-mentioned 
order, he frequently, without any fpecial order, made detedions and feizures upon 
Maitilers and Diftillers in Dublin. But his detedions in the Country diftrids have 
been to a very great extent. Examinant faith, that the frauds committed by licenfed 
Diftillers, to evade the payment of the full Duties, which at different times have 
come to his knowledge, are very numerous. Their great objed is to make as much 
private Spirits as they can, and to get the fame difpofed of by every means they can 
devife. Jn Dublin, fome of thefe private Spirits are clandeftincly carried away in 
Jars, within the fize limited by law, and, when out of the Diftillery, are beyond the 
.reach of the Officers of Excife. But by far the greater part is removed under 
'Permits, in which the ink ufed is fuch that the writing can be readily effaced Thefe 
Permits effedually prored the fraudulent removal of Spirits ; for in cafe of interrup- 
tion from the preventive Officers, or Officers not in charge of Diflilleries, notice is 
inftandy given to the Officer granting the Permit, and the Duplicate in his book is 
made to correfpnnd, whilfl the Permit is given up, and the Certificate regularly 
obtained. But when no fuch interruption occurs, the Spirits are lodged, the Permit 
is brought back, and again made to anfwer a fimilar purpofe, as often as may 
fafely be, till at length the Permit and Duplicate are filled up as they are intended 
to remain. 

Thefe Dealers having received a quantity of Spirits into flock under regular 
Permits, the Permit is exchanged for a Certificate, which covers the Spirits fo per- 
mitted for three month’s. No regular account is kept of their decreafes of ftock, 
confequently they can cover a frefh entry of Spirits into their ftock, equal to whatever 
may be the extent of the decreafe by their retail trade. The Diftillers find out 
fuch Dealers as have an opening in their ftock, and fend in a quantity of Spirits equal 
to the decreafe; thefe Spirits are covered by a Permit from the Diftillery, as before- 
mentioned. In other cafes, there being in the Dealer’s ftock a decreafe, which has 
not oeen taken an account of by his Officer, an opening is given for fuch decreafe 
o be made appear as arifing from a quantity of Spirits permitted out of his ftock, 
when the Dealer will, with the connivance of his Officer, fell to the Diftiller this 
opportunity of covering a quantity of private Spirits; and a Permit is according filled 
up as for Spirits going from the Dealer, under cover of which the Diftiller removes 
to a cuftomer an equal quantity of his furplus Spirits. In both of thefe cafes, the 
Dealers ftock, if vifited by an Officer, or the Permit if examined, would appear 
corredl. 

The Diftiller ufually allows the Dealer, as Examinant has heard and believes, from 
j/y -i to 2/2 per gallon, for the Spirits covered by thefe Permits. 

Sometimes 
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Sometimes the Officers, knowittg the decreafe in the Dealer’s flock, will fell 
Permits to the Diftilkr for iuch decreafe, iifmg the Dealer’s came in filling up the 
Permit without his privity ; and making in his book the decreafe of the Dealer’s ttoclc 
as arifing from his fries. 

He has difcovered in Diflilleries covers of wood over the Coppers, fecured to 
beams underneath by bolts, fcrews, and a variety of faRenings ; and in the centre of 
thofe covers a fmali hole, capable of receiving the head of a Still, which, when ap- 
plied, renders the Copper completely fleam- tight, and in every refpea capable of 
anfwering all the purpofes of a Still. 

In a Still licenfed for five hundred and two gallons, he has detefled a private en- 
largement of the body, and on meafuring it found it contained one hundred and 
thirty gallons over ; he has alfo fometimes difcovered fraudulent vcflHs brought by 
the Dilliller, to be ufed in the admeafurement of the Still. In other Diaillerics, he 
difcover ed veffels artfully contrived, placed under the floors, capable of containing 
feveral thotifand gallons of Pot Ale. He is of opinion, that very great frauds arc 
alfo praflifed by Diftillers, in obtaining remuneration for lolTcs firflaincd by burfting 
of Stills, lofs of Pot Ale, and various other allcdged accidents ; applications for ihefe 
are often made upon fabricated affidavits, which, from the collufion of the Officers, 
arc not really fworn to ; the application of the Diftillcr is ufually re.fcrred to the 
Officers immediately over his Still, who generally, through collufion, report in his 
favour to the Colkaor ; and he gives his report to the Board on the ftatement made 
to him by fuch Officers. Examinant thinks, that nine-tenths of thofe allcdged ac- 
cidents never really occur. 

At his different iiifpeftions he has generally found the work, as entered in tne 
Minute and Stock Books of the rcfpeaivc Diflilleries, to correfpond within very 
trifling quantities, with the charge the Dillilier is fubjea to by law ; and on infpedtion 
of a Diftillery feme time back, he found in the Officer’s book a loofc paper, con- 
taining an account of the qiiantiiy of Pot Ale. Singlings, and Spirits, neceffary to be 
decreafed, in order to confbtute the month’s charge. This fo exaft a coincidence, he 
believes does not arife from the Diftiller doing merely the work for which he is 
liable to be charged, but from the dips and charges entered in thefe books, being, 
through collufion between the Officer and Diftillcr, made to agree with the monthly 
charge to which the Diftillcr is liable ; and he is the more confirmed in this opinion, 
from the large quantities of Pot Ale, Singlings, and Spirits, lie has in different 
infpeaions detefted in Diftillerics, over and above the quantities entered in the 
Officers books i and he alfo thinks, that tiom the nature of the procefs itfelf, this 
jixaa coincidence could not fo generally appear except through fiaiiious entries. 

Examinant faith, that he has heard and believes that the Officers immediately in 
charge of the Diftillerics. all receive fees from the Diftiller; that the fee ufually paid 
by Diftillers in Dublin to Gaugers who are in charge of large Stills, is twenty guineas 
per month. He underftarrds that the fame fum is paid monthly to the Surveyor : 
what is paid to die Infpeaor he cannot fay ; but he has heard, and ’oelieves, that they 
received a fee of twenty guineas each rime they mcafurc a Still. He docs not know 
what the firms paid by Diililicrs to Surveyors and Gaugers in the Country are, but 
has rcafon to believe they mull be very confiderable. He believes all thefe fees ope- 
rate againft different O.fficers doing I'ncir duty. ^ . 

tie is decidedly of opinion, that the frauds pra6liled in the Didillenes could not 
fxift or be praflifed without the collufion and ncglefl of the Officers who arc in 
charge of them. In his opinion, thefe frauds will continue unlcfs a better deferip- 
tion of Officers art employed, paid by adequate falaries, and prohibited, under the 
anoft fevere penalty, from receiving any fee, reward, or gratuity, of any kind wlrat- 
foevtr, from the Diftillers; and further, that all intercoorl'e between the Officers and 
Diftillers, except for the mere purpofe of doing their duty, flrould, if poffiblc, be 
prevented. , 

He has been informed by a Diftiller of confidrmble ermnerce, that a five hundred 
gallon Still may be charged with ?.(h, and run oiT in a fpacc of from fifteen to 
twenty-two minutes. Hc'believes that a five hundred gallon Still charged with Sing- 
ling.s, may be run off in from forty to forty-five minutes. A few days fince he was 
prelent in a Diflillcry where a five hundred gallon Still was at work, charged with 
Wafh, which he faw'run off, except the Feints, in twenty-fix minutes, including 
the ti.r.e of charging, but he believes 'hat it cou:d have been done in a fiiorcer time, 
as he obferved means ufed for the purpofe, as he conceived, of picionging the 
operation. 

The Rcdifying Diftillers pay no Duty, except a Licence Duty of lOi. 
124. 3 ^ 
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foT'every ten gallons of the Stii! content. Thefe Stills are required bylaw to be 
charged in ihc preiimee of the Gauger, who fiiould lock on the head, and, when the 
Still is (ilent, the furnace door and diicharge cock. The Still ought not to be un- 
locked by the Gauger until notice is ferved on the Surveyor. I'his is the pradice 
ot Dublin. The Officer keeps an account of the Kedifier’s flock of Spirits, and 
none 'hat are habie to Permits firould be permitted to come into, or go out of the 
Keflifying Diftillery, without the proper Permits.- It is the duty of Examinant to fee 
that the inferior Officers in charge .of this Department do their ducyj it is his diuv 
alio to meafurc and gauge the Stills, and return upon oath to the Board the contents' 
and dimenfions thereof j and in general, though not required fo to do, he fwears the 
Refliher or !i:s Clerk, as to the quantity and identity of the Spirits received under 
Permits. Upon gauging the Stills, he has received a fee of two guineas for every 
Still under one hundred gallons, and three guineas for all Stills above one hundred' 
gallons 5 this fee he has for fcveral years given to the Surveyor for his alTiduity. He 
does not, either direcflly or indueftly, receive any other fee or gratuity whatfoever, 
except occafional rewards ri om the Commiffioners of the Revenue.- * 

He thinks that frauds are frequently commitred by Rectifying Diflillers, in work- 
ihg their Stills as Grofs Diflillers, which he believes is generally done at night. -He 
is of opinion, chat Redtifiers fbould not be allowed to ufe Stills of a le-fs concent than 
two hundred gallons, as fmall Stills are fet up at ib eafy an -expence, and the bufinefs 
in confequence frequently put into the hands of a very low -defeription of perfons.' 
•He is alio of opinion, that the RedUfier Ihouid be obliged to enter into bond, with two 
iufficienc fecuricies, in the amount of five hundred pounds, conditioned that the Rec- 
tifier is not, or will not, during the time of his Licence as a Redlifier, be concerned in 
any Grofs Diftillery, or ufe the Still to be licenfed as a Grofs Diftiller j that no Grofs 
Diftilier has or fliall have any lhare, diredtly or indiredlly, in the Still required to be'- 
licenfed, and that he will not ufe, keep, or receive any Spirits without having ob- 
tained a leg.al Permit for the fame, and chat he will not, diredlly or indireftly, com- 
mit any fraud whatever on the Revenue in the courfe of his bufinefs of redlifying. 



y S. Rockfort. 
Fred‘s Geal'e. 
Robert Alexander. 
■Cha^ SiiKlon. 



W’" B., Swan,. 
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No. 28. 



The Examination of Mr. PETER HUMPHRYS; taken on Oath, 
the 22d of Jan. 1807. 

This Examinant faith, 

He is a brazier in the city of Dublin, and extenfively employed in making and 
repairing Stills j that fince the laft Diftillery A& took effca:, he has made very con- 
fiderable alterations in the Worms of Stills of 500 gallons, by adding to the upper 
part about fcven feet, of fi'om twenty-two to twenty-feven inches bore, for the 
purpofe of giving room for the expanfion of the Strain ; and to the lower end about 
fifty feet, of about four inches bore, for the purpofe of more rapidly cooling the 
Spirit. He thinks the Spirit is moftly condenfed in the firft three or four rounds of, 
the Worm. 

The Worms of Stills of 1,500 gallons have been moftly made new, and are about 
fix hundred feet long.j thofe of Stills of 5.00 gallons are about four hundred feet 
long. 

Feler TIumpbrys. 

y. S. Rochfort. 

Fred'’ Geale. 

Robert Alexander. 



No. 29. 



The EKamination of Mr. JOHN NOWLAIS-; taken on Oath, the 
29th of January and loth February 1807. 

This Examinant faith, 

He is a brazier, and much employed in making Stills. 

Large Worms enable the Diftiller to carry on the -rapidity of his work without lofs 
of produce, as he can ufe a hotter fire and boil faftcr. 

In confequence of the rapidity of work that is now re-quired from the Diftiller, the 
Worm, in the circumference of its circle, is .confiderably enlarged, but the bore re- 
mains the fame. 

The Worms now ufed are nearly four Times as large as they were previous to the 
laft Diftillery A£t. He is now making for a Still of 1,500 gallons, a Worm which is 
twenty feet in diameter, and nearly eight .hundred feet in length. 

y(d:)n Noitilafu 

y. S. Rochfort. 

Fred’- Geale. 

Robert Alexander. 

Cha^ Saxton. 
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•No. 30. 



A table of CHARGES on Irifti DIftillers, calculated weekly, with and without a DedudUon of the 
^Pifcount according to the Charges impofed by the Aft 46 Geo. III. Chap. 88; which took place from the 
jjtli September j8o6. 



Still 

Content' 

Gillons. 


Charges 

pet 

4 Weeks. 


Gallons Spirits 
cbargeible 
per Week. 


Total Amount 
ofDutychargeable 
per Week, 
4/4 per Gallon. 


Total Duty 
chargeable per 
Gallon of Siill 
per Week. 


Difcount 
allowed 
per Week. 


Net Amount of 
Duty payable 
per Week. 


Net Amo'inC 
of Duty payable 
per Gallon of 
Still per Week. 


Difference 
per Gallon of 
Still 

per Week. 




48 


,.,600 


£■ 2. d. 
2,730 0 0 


£. I. 4 
0 18 2l 


£. i. d. 
436 16 0 


£. I. d. 
2,293 4 0 


£. I. d. 
° IS 3i 


1 

"■ 1 
Q 1 


*.750 


S° 


. 12,0311 


2,606 IS 5 


0 18 11-'- 


417 1 8 


2,189 '3 9 


0 IS II 


0 0 7i 




S* 


u,375 


2,464 Ji 8 


0 19 81 


394 6 8 


2,070 5 0 


0 16 


0- 0 7i 


ifiSO 


5+ 




2,303 8 9 


I 0 s\ 


368 II 0 


1,934 17 9 


0 17 , 


0 0 71 


,,000 


56 ! 


9,8co 


2,123 6 8 


1 I 2-r 


339 14 8 


1,783 12 0 


0 17 10 


0 0 7-J 


r. 75 ° 


S8 


8,88i|: 


1,924 5 5 ■ 


1 I ni 


307 17 8 


1,616 7 9 


0 iS 


0 0 


1,500 


6z 


8,i37f 


1,763 2 6 


1 3 6 


282 2 0 


1,481 0 6 


0 rg 8j 


0 I 3l: 


,!,S50 


64 


7,000 


1,516 13 4 


t 4 3l- 


242 13 4 


1,274 0 « 


I 0 4f 


0 « 7i 


1,000 


66 


S-775 


1,251 5 0 


I 5 0} 


200 4 0 


i,csi I 0 


1 1 oj 


0 a 7-i 


750 


71 


4,725 


1,023 15 ° 


» 7 35 


— 


t.023 15 0 


I S 'i 


0 4 I 




74 


3.237I 


701 ,9 2 


1 8 o§ 


___ 


701 9 2 


2 S 9i 


0 0 8i 



No. 31. 



A SCHEME of CHARGES on Irifh Dilliilers upon the Plan — of a Still Licence Duty — a Walh Duty — and 
a Spirit Duty— proportioning the Amount of Duty upon the feveral fized Stills, according to the Number of 
Charges impofed by the Aft 46 Geo. HI. .Chap. 88. without a Deduftion of the Difcount; and the ‘Quantities of 
I Walk and of Spirits as direfted by the faid Aft — 'The Spirits calculated to be drawn off by the DilUller at the 
I hrength of 14-per-cent, above Irifli Proof, and reduced to Irilh Proof, when charged with Duty. 



Still 

Contest, 

Ciiloas, 


Calculated to j 
mcreafe Walh' 
per Week. 
Gallons. 


Calculated to 
iiicreafe Spirits 
at-the Strength 
of Irifh Proof 
per Week. 
Gallons. 

1 


Licence Duty 
per Gallon, 
of Still, 
per Week. 


Amount of 
Licence Doty 
per Wetk. 


Amount of 
Wafli Duty 
per Week at 
i^d per Gallon 


Amount of 
Spirit Duty 
per We6k at 
3d per Gallon. 


Total 

Amount of ' 
Duty 

per Week. 


Total of Duty 
per Gallon 
of Still 
per Week. 


Difference 
per Gallon 
of Still 
per Week. 


3,000 : 


126, coo 


14.364 


£. d. 

0119 


-£. I. d. 
■■ 1,762 10 0 


£. I. d. 

787 10 0 


1 £■ '• d. 
179 11 0 


: £. I. d. 

2,729 11 0 


£. d. : 

0 18 


£. I. d. 


2,750 


120,312 ! 


13 - 7 'S 


I 0 12 3 


1,684 7 6 


751 »9 0 


371 '8 9 


2,607 15 3 


0 18 n-| 


0 0 


2.5CO 


113,750 


12,967 


0 12 9 


1,593 IS 0 


710 ig ~9 


162 I 9 


2,466 15 6 


0 19 8J 


0 e 9| 


2,250 


106,312 


12,119 


0 13 3 


1,490 12 B 


664 9 9 


'51 9 9 


2,306 II 3 


I 0 6 


0 ° 9i 


2,000 


98,000 


11,172 


0 13 9 


■ >, 375 - 0 0 


612 ao 0 


139 13 0 


2,127 3 0 


I 1 zi 


0 0 9i 


if 7 S 0 


88 , 3 12 


10,124 


0 T4 2 


1,239 II 8 


555 1 -6 


126 II 0 


1,921 4 2 


I 1 iij 


00 8 


'i> 50 o 


«'. 37 S 


9,276 


0 IS ft 


1,137 10 0 


508 II loj 


115 19 0 


1,762 0 10-i 


I 3 si 


0 X 6 i 


1,150 


70,000 


7,580 


0 IS 8 


979 3 4 


437 10 « 


99 '5 0 


1,516 8 4 


I 4 3 


0 0 9I 


1,000 


57,750 


6,583 


0 16 2 


808 6 8 


360 18 9 


82 5 9 


1,251 11 2 


1 5 


0 0 95 


750 


47,250 


5,386 


0 17 8 


662 10 0 


*95 3 


67 6 6 


1,023 * 9 


1 7 4 


0 * 2l 


500 


32,375 


3,690 


0 18 3 


45S 5 0 


.0. 6.0, 


.46 ft_ 6; 


.704 14 4 


1 I 8 


0 0 lOj 
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No. 31. 



A -SCHEME of CHARGES on Stills calculared proponionably to ths foperficin! Inches cf the Boti 

and oiie-fourth of the Side, commencing with a Charge on. a 3.0C0 Gahons Still, equal to that impofed by thp 
Geo. JII. Cap. 88. withoata Deduftion of the Difeounr. 



Sii il 
Callous. 


Calculated to 
increafeWafli 
per Week. 
Gallons. 


CalciiUted to 
iricreafe Spirit 
•It the Strcn|tli 
of IriQi Pi'oof 
per Week. 
Gallons. 


Licence Duty 
per Gallon 
of Still 
per Week. 


Amount of 
Licence Duty 
per Week. 


Amount of 
Walli Duty 
per \5’eelr, at 
i^OperGallon. 


Amount of 
Spiiit Duty 
per V/eck, at 
3d per Gallon. 


Total 
Amount of 
Duty 

per Week. 


Total Duty 
per Gallon, 
of Still 
per Week. 


Gjllgj^ 

Still 

petWitl, 


3.000 


116,000 


14.364 


£■ >• rf- 
0 II 9 


£■ >• 
1,762 10 0 


,f. 1. J . 

787.10 0 


£■ 1- tf. 
179 II 0 


.C. 1. 
2,729 If 


df. 


£- ^. d . 
0 18 2-1- 


Trrri 


2.750 


118.507 


13.509 


0 12 Oi 


>,658 2 7| 


740 13 4i 


168 17 3 


2.567 13 


3 


0 i3 8 


0 » ' 


2,500 


111,015 


12.655 . 


0 12 5 


I.S53 5 lol 


693 16 10’ 


158 3 9 


2405 6 


6 


0 19 24 




2,250 


103,851 


11.839 


0 12 11 


' 1.453 0 H 


649 I 4j 


147 19 9 


2,250 1 


8 


I 0 0 




2,000 


95.812 


10,922 


0 13 4I- 


1,340 1 1 9 


598 16 6 


136 10 6 


2,075 i3 


9 




" ■ j* 


1.750 


87.664 


9.993 


0 14 0 


1,226 10 10 


547 i3 0 


124 iS 3 


1.899 7 


I 


I I 81 


0 0 ii< 


1,500 


79,406 


9,052 


0 14 


i.m 0 1 


496 5 9 


113 3 0 


1,720 S 


10 


I 2 iij 


1,250 


70,000 


7.980 


0 15 8 


979 8 4 


437 1“ 0 


99 15 0 


1.516 ‘3 


4 


143 




1,000 


<>0,375 


6,382 


0 16 loj 


844 IS I? 


377 6 IcL 


86 0 6 


1,308 2 


6 


. 6 4 


A . 


750 


50.039 


5.704 


0 iS 8 


700 2 o| 


312 14 ic'- 


7160 


1,084 2 : 


[I 


» . j 


fco 


38.171 


4,351 


I I A>, 


534 1 2t 


238 II 4| 


54 7 9 


827 0 


4 


I 17 cA 




+00 


32,812 


3-740 


t 2 llj 


459 2 3 


205 I 6 


46 15 0 


710 18 


9 


I 15 6| 




300 


27,103 


3.089 


1 5 si 


379 4 Z'x 


169 7 lol 


38 12 3 


587 4 


S 
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No. 33. 



A SCHEME of C H A R G ES on Stills, calcujatsd psoportionablr to the ruperficial Inches of Che Eotiom, and 
ooc.fourth of the Side, cdmmencing svith a Charge on a 3,000 Gallon Still, equal to that ■!.. pofed b v the 46 Geo. III. 
Cap. 88. with a Deduflion of the Difeomu. 
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No. 34. 

-Ai: A C COUNT of the Amoont of Difcoiint allowed on Stills for the Year 
■ending agdi September 1806. 

Amount allowed on Stills entitled to C' 

D“ D“ to 8 p' C' 

Total allowed - - _ ,^.87,407 14 



^.58,300 2 a 

29,107 12 



Sam. Hoodt 

Affii' Exam^ Excife. 

January 22J 1807. 



No. 35, 

CALCULATION of the Duty paid on Spirits diftillcd in [he Low Lands 
of Scotland. 



Licence Duty /. 162 on 2,025 gallons - - - - 

Spirit Duty 

Walh Duty, ^d. per gallon, 100 gallons computed to produce 164. 
gallons of Spirits 



Per Gallon. 
1 . d 

•I 7^ 

1 O 

2 



5 H 

The Malt Duty in Scotland is 3s per Barrel Winchefter, which 
weighs on an average 38tbs. and equals i6j. ;^d. Britifh per barrel of 
12 Hones. The Malt Duty in Ireland is lo^. Bricilb per barrel of 
12 ftone.=?. The Irifh Diftiller is fiippofed to pay Duty for the 
proportion of Malt ufcd equal to \Qd. per gallon of Spirits. A 
proportional addition to the Scotch Diftiller’s Duty for the Malt 
he ulcs is--------__7.i 



Total Duty in the Low Lands of Scotland - - 6 5I 



No. 36. 



The Examination of JOHN MORGAN, Efquirc, Surveyor of Licences 
and Re£li6ers5 taken on Oath, the 23d, 25th, 29th, and 30th of Sep- 
tember, and 13th Odober i8c6. 

This Examinant faith, 

That he is Surveyor of Licences and Reflifiers ; that, previoufly to the transferrin^ 
■of Licences from the Excife to the Stamp Office, he had the Southern Survey 
Dublin under his particular charge. It was hi.s duty and pradlice to caufe notices 
to be ferved on all perfons in his Survey, declaring to take out Licences for the fuc- 
cecding year, to pay the Duties on fuch Licences to the Colie«ftor, immediately after 
' .3 L the 
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JCr.e 29th Septt'mber, and to fee that faid Duties were paid. It was aifo his pnifticc 
•to make infpe6t:ons in his Survey, to fee that there were not any Retailers vending 
Spirits without having taken out Licences. Since the transfer of this branch of 
Duty to the Stamp Office, he has difeontinued the praSlicc of making ocncral m- 
■fpedlions for that purpofe. His duty as Surveyor of Reftifiers is, to examine and 
check the Spirits in the poffeffion of ReStifying Dinners j to examine the weekly' 
•returns of the Stamp Duties on Permits, and the monthly returns of the Permits 
granted by the Officers in charge of the reftifying DilHlleries ; and to take care 
that their increafes of rsdlified Spirits, do not cxcecci their decreafes of grofs Spirits. 
The Reclificr in fhewing (lock, declares what part thereof is grofs Spirits, what part 
jeftified, and what part compound Spirits. If this Examlnanc ffiould find the quan- 
tity of retftified Spirits, to exceed the decreafe of grofs Spirits, he would feize the 
•excefs i but where they are equal, he would not conceive himfclf .warranted to make 
any feizure, though the ftrength of the rectified Spirits ffiould comiderably exceed 
the ftrength of t'he grofs Spirits. But this Examinant never tries the ftreno-th of 
-the Spirits, either coming into, or permitted out of, the Redtifying Dillillery, by the 
Hydrometer, nor is any account taken of it. At the time tach charge is put into 
the Still, the head ffiould be locked down by the Officer, but is never fcalSi i and when 
the Sri.lis off, the head ffiould be laifed, and the difeharge cock and furnace-grate 
locked.'- 'He has feen a lock belonging to a reddfying Sciil, for which be paid 20 
ffiillings Britiffi, opened by means of a fficlccon key. For every too 'ballons of 
grofs Spirits taken into ftock, the Reftifying Diltilicr may ffiew an increafe^f <0 per 
cent cn his ifock of Spirits, upon the iuppefuion that they will be reduced fo much 
in ftrength, and increafed fo much in quantity by this procefs of compounding j but 
Jn wking this account of flock, neither the ftrength of the grofs, redlified, or con°pound 
Spirits ffiewn in ftock, is ever afeertained by an Hydrometer. ^ 

. At the comidencemenc of each month,' the flock of Spirits, grofs, redlficd, and 
•compounded, remaining on hands from the preceding month, and brouc^hc to otm 
total, is entered the firft article in the current month’s account, to the Redlifier’s 
credit, at the clofeof the current month ; to the aforefaid flock, is added the quantity 
of grofs Spirits received, the water tifcd, and the Spirits produced from Feints^ 
during the month; the whole is then brought to a total, and from this total is dedudled 
the quantity of Spirits permitted out during the month; the balance is compared 
with the ftock aduaily found to be remaining on hand at the eJofe of the month 
But in cafe of difagreementj no penalty is incurred unlcft the ftock remaining with 
the quantity of water ufed, ffiall exceed fo-per-cent. on the decreafe of orofs Spbics 
and a proportionate allowance on the decreafe of rectified Spirits during the month’ 

If it ffiould exceed the 50-per-cent, the excefs would be feized. 

_ If the ftock found remaining, fliould be lefs than the above-mentioned balance the 
difference would be dedudled from the Redlifier’s credit, and the ftock adluallv re- 
maining, only brought to his credit in the fucceeding month’s account. ^ 

If the Difliilcr (hews any part of his flock as compound Spirits, mixed wkh fu^-ar 
fyrup, feeds, fruit, or other ingredients, he is required by law to maik the ftrength of 
fuch Spirits on the ca/k; but this is fcldomdone, and if it were, Examinant is Dncr-c 
-of any mode of dilcovering whether fuch ftrength were truly marked or nor “ * 

In few inftances has he known the Redlifier to make ufe of the whole allowance 
•as theincrcale by compound fddom exceeds 15 or 20 per cent. V 

In his Survey, it is the praftice to require the Diftiller to ferve a notice on the 
•Officer, every time he means to mix water or any ingrcdien:s w-ith the Spirits he 
intends to compound 5 but if the Spirits ffiould appear not to have been mixed in 
prefence-of the Officer, this E- aminant would not conceive himfelf warranted in 
withhold. che bcfore-nicntionod aliownnce. F,xar,iinMi thinks, that the allowing the 
Rt^lifier ocdit in h.s Itock, equal to the quantity of gro6 hpirits received, wouTd be 
iuIBc.em to cover any increale ariOng from the addition of water and ingredients -s 
he IS ot apiniun, that the reduftion in quantity by the procefh 0“ redlifvins 
on an average, equals the increafe from the addition of water and ingredients 

lo taking ihe accounf of ftock, or permitting out neutral Spirits Co?Spirits of Wine) 
mo d.ftinttiou is made between the ftrength of that, and ocher neutial Spirits- ncithe- 
mre ilic bpints oi Wine exprefled by the Permit to be double Spirits, nor is tlie 
he&fier ocbicid at the rate of 200 gallons of Spirits, for every ioo gallons of Spirits 
•or \^ me permitted out of ftock. ® ‘ 

If the Re-aiSer fliouid raife his Spirits to an extraordinary ftrength, a decreafe of 
ftock wo’jld be caufed, wl.icl, might be filled up by the fraudulent introduaion of al 
-additional quantity of Spirits, widiout its being difcovcrabic by thj: Officer. He 

m-ighi: 
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might afterwards reduce fuch ftrong Spirits to the ufual ftrength, and fend them out 
in hnall quantities in the coiirfe of his retail trade. 

In examining the Certificate Book of an Officer in charge of a Rectifying Diftillery, 
he found fcveral Permits, where the leffer numbers were of a date pofterior to the 
greater. That is, the Permit No. i. was of a date fubfequent to No. 4. which having 
excited a clofcr examination of the Permits, he found that the numbers of the 
Permits had been altered, by expunging the original writing, and then filling up the 
Permits for large-quantities of Spirits from Grofs Dirtillers and Factors. The Du- 
plicates in the Officer’s Permit Book, were different from the Permits thus altered. 
•He apprehends that this fraud was committed by the Reflifying Diftiller himfelf, 
without any collufion with the Officer, becaufe he conceives, that if the Officer had 
•been privy to it, he would have taken care to make the Duplicate to correfpond with 
the Permit. This Examinant faith, that he has found himfelf much at a lofs to 
interpret the ACt, which regulates the bufineis of the Redlifying Diftillcrs, as the 
ACt has frequent reference to an Hydrometer, and to a computation of ftrengths not 
generally underffood. Examinant has a.falary of 60. fubjea to the ufual dedudion 
of £. I. 10. for the Charity Fund, befides which, the fees of his fituation are about 
:thrce hundred and fifty pounds, of which fum, about forty pounds are the fees paid 
to the Inlpeftor General of ReClifiers, at the rate of three guineas for each Still above 
.ICO gallons, and of two guineas for every ocher in bis infpedion, and by him made 
over to this Examinant. The remainder arifes from a payment of half-a-crow-n, 
every time a Still is unlocked for the purpofe of being fet to work. Examinant 
docs not receive or take, either diredtly or indiredlly, any ocher fee, gratuity, perquifite, 
■or emolument, of any nature or kind whaefoever. 



y. S. Rochfort. 
Fre£^ Geale. 
Robert Alexander. 
Cha^ Saxton. 



John Morgan. 



No. 37. 



The Examin.ation of Mr. EDWARD WILSON, Gauger ; taken on 
Oath, the 29th and .30th September, iff, 8ch, loth, and 15th days of 
Odlober iSo6. 

This Examinant frith, 

That he is a Gauger, and is now in charge of Finglafs Walk, over the tanners 
■and paper-makers ; that, previous to his removal to this diftridl, he had been in 
-charge as Gauger over Reftifying Dlftilleries ; he had at firft four Diftiileries in charge,, 
dutdatteriy only two. His duty was to take ftock. This he did fometimes daily, 
and fometimes only once in two or three days. It was aifo his duty to fee that no 
.grofs Spirits were brought into the Reftifying Diftillery without Permits; and 'like- 
wife, when the Still had been charged, to note down the confequenc decreafe of grofs 
and increafe of reftified Spirits and Feints. He confidcred an increafe of redtified 
Spirits, within lo-or -la-per-cent. of the quantity of the grofs Spirits decreafed, to be 
the average proportion. 

For the purpofe of keeping the account of the Redlifier’s ftock, two books were 
made life of, the one called a Minute Book, which was left in the Diftillery, the other 
a block Book, which remained with the Officer. In thefe books, which are duplicates 
of each ocher, whenever it appeared at his vifit that the ftock had undergone any 
change, he entered the particulars of ihe .ftock found at each vine. 

The account taken of ftock comprehended the grofs, the redtified, and the com- 
pound Spirits and Feints in the different veffels, and where Feints had been worked 
off, an account was taken of their produce; for this purpofe all the. veffels were 
dipped, and in large veffels the Contents afeertained by means of tabulation, and (Ti 
Tmall ones by ftriking a mean area.; the kind of Spirits was taken from the decla- 
ration of the Rcdfifier, but was fometimes afeertained by Examinant’s tafte. He in 
no cafe has ever tried the ftrength of the Spirits by the Plydromccer, nor was he ever 
dirediied to ufe one. 

.Before the Still is charged, the Redfifier is obliged co give notice in writing to the 
124. Surveyor, 
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StJ^^•eyo^, of tlie tiir.e at which the Still is required to be iHilocked ; the Ganger of 
the Walk generally attended, but as he was frequently engaged in other parts of his 
duty, the key was often fent to the Redlifier, when it was intended that the Still 
ihould continue filenC} for fome days the key was frequently in Examinant’s pofTelTion 
but while the Still was at work, the key ufualjy remained in the polTcfllon of the 
Redtificr ; it was however fometimes taken up on Saturdays, to prevent his working 
on Sundays. It was impofTible for Examinant to attend at every charge and difeharr^ 
■of the Still as latterly ; befides attending on the W’’alk, he executed the duty of Pro- 
Purveyor of ReClifiers and Licences, and if the key had been retained in his cuftody, 
the Redlifier would have been interrupted in his bufmefs, and his Still (while at work) 
endangered; when Spirits were permitted out, he enJorfed on the Permit of what 
Tort the Spirits were, but in the Minute and Stock Books he entered only the quantity 
pemitted. He made no difference in taking dock, between fuch part of a Reflifier’s 
ilcick as had been declared to be Spirits of Wine, and the other reclified Spirits. 

At the clofe of the month, he took an account of the dock then remaining on 
hand, to which he added the quantity permitted out during the month; and ifthefe 
Ihould be found to exceed the flock handed over from the preceding month, and the 
.Spirits received in the current month, more than 50-per-cerit. on the decreale of grofs 
Spirits during that month, he would feize the excels. If the flock found remaminor 
added lo the quantity permitted our, ihould be iefs than as above-meutioned, the dif- 
ference would be deduced from the Reflifier’s credit, I'o as to leave him entitled to 
the allowance’ only on the flock of grofs Spirits remaining. The Redlifiers are 
allowed by law 50-per-cent, on the grofs Spirits they compound, for the fuppofed 
mixture of water and o:her ingredients ; but he thinks they do not, of this allowance, 
ufe more th.m from 15 to 20-per-cenr on an average in the courfe of the year, 
though he has fometimes known it to amount to better than 40-pcr-cent. in a 
inon'h. 



Vv'hen the Reftifier intends to compound, he generally gives notice of his intention 
to the Officer who ought to attend. Examinant ufually attended whenever he had 
notice of large quantities to be compounded j but he did not generally crivc liis 
attendance, when the quantity to be mixed was not greater than from 1 to 300 
gallons ; in thofe inflances, he has generally contented himfclf with feeing the pre- 
parations made for mixing the Spirit and ingredients, and afterwards that the decreafe 
of grofs or redlified Spirits was correfpondent to the increafe of compounds, and 
that tliey were compounds he frequently afeertained by the talle. 

VVhen in charge ofReflifying Dillilleries, Examinant received from each Redlifier 
in his Walk, the fum of two guineas per month, and in fome inflances three guineas, 
for his trouble and attendance in granting Permits ; he alfo received, durin» the time 
that he afled as Pro-furveyor, one half of the accuftomed fees to the Surveyor upon 
every charge of- the Still; his fhare of which was at the rare of £. 160. per annum. 
He does not at prefent receive any fee, gratuity, perquiute, or emolume.nt of any 
nature or kind whatfoever, either diredlly or indirectly, except his laiary of,f . 40. per 
annum, fubjed to the ufual deduction for the Charity Fund. 



Fred‘s Geale. 
Robert Alexander. 
Cha^ Saxton. 



Edw‘‘ Wtljon. 



No. 38- 



The Examination of Mr. GEORGE SALLARY, Gauger; taken on 
Oath, the yih, Sth, loch, and 14th days of Odober 1806. 

This Examinant faith, 

That he came into the Revenue about four years ago; at which time he was ap- 
pointed a rupernumerary Gauger, having been previoully, for one month, put under 
the inllrudion of Gaugers in the diftilling, tobacco, malt, tanning, and paper-making 
line ; it was the duty of thefc Officers to inflrud him in their fevcral duties, and to 
certify his being duly qualified. His certificate of qualification for the diililling 
branch, was iikewife figned by an Infpedor General of Hxcife for the city of Dublin, 
aiid for the tobacco branch by the Surveyor of tobacco; to the Infpedor General, 

to 
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to the Surveyor of Tobacco, and to the Gaugers of Dillllleries, Malt, and Tobacco 
he paid a fee of a guinea each ; to the Gaugers over the other branches a fee of half-a- 
guinea each ; he does not remember that he paid any other fees, , He was appointed a 
full Gauger about r 5 months ago, fince which he has been for fome time ftadoned in 
the Countr}^ and for upwards of twelve months has been occafionally in chameof a 
Rectifying D.ftillery and occafionally fent on duty to the Country. He is at mefent 
m charge of a Refti yrng Diflrllery. He generally vifits every diy, and at thelb vifits 
he fometimes dips the veiicls, and enters their dips in the Minute and Stock Books: 
when he does not dip, he entei's the contents ihe fame as the precedina dip. He 
makes entries alfo of the quantities of Spirits received, which he take? from the 
Fermus._ He enters alfo the quantities permitted out, which he takes from the Du- 
pheates m his Permit Book; he has been accullomed to leave the clofing of the 
monthly account to his fuperior Officer. ^ 

The Dilliller fometimes gave him notice of his intention to work the Still, but it 
was more frequently worked without his receiving fuch notice; he has feldom attended 
at the making of Compounds ; the quantity of water ufed in the mixture he afeer-^ 
tamed by the excefs apparent in the compound calks, beyond the decreafe in the 
Spirits caflis. He never ufed an Hydrometer to afeertain the ftrength of the Spirits 
nor does he mnderfland the regulations of the Ad of Parliament, for computing the 
flock of Redifying Diftillers. Examinant receives a falary of/. 40. per annum 
flibjed to the ufual dedudions for the Charity Fund. He has received from one 
Dilhlier in his Walk two guineas, and from the other one guinea and an half oer 
month, befides which he received fmail quantities of Spirits for his own ufe ; h- does 
not receive, either dircdly_ or indiredly, any ocher fee, gratuity, perquifitc, or emo- 
lument, of any nature or kind whatfoever. Since the commencement of this examina- 
tion, Examinant has been removed to the diflrid of Dundalk. 

Fred^Gede. Geo.HaUary. 

Robert Alexander, 

Cha-^ Saxton. 



No. 39. 



The Examination THOMAS KNOX MAGEE, Efquire, Infpeflor 
General of Excifej taken on Oath, the 19th of November 1806. 

This Examinant faith, 

That he is an Infpedor General of. Exclfe ; that he was for about five months in- 
charge of the Redifying Diftilieries and Malt-hoiifes in the city of Cork. There were, 
during that time, jo Redifying and 6 Grofs Diftilieries in that diftrid ; the former 
ufed an aggregate of about 3,000 gallons of Still, and the latter of about 5,000. In 
general, the Redifying Diftilieries were fituated very near to the Grofs Diftilieries. 

At the time Examinant took charge of the Redifying Diftilieries, he underftood 
that the Redifiers ufed to cake the full allowance of 50-per-cent, of water, but that 
after his coming into charge, they never were allowed a credit for any water that was 
not mixed in his own prefence j and he thinks that the quantity of water fo mixed, 
-did not amount to one-per-cent, during the whole of the time he was in charge. 
Examinant faith, that upon his taking charge of the Redifiers, he found it ne- 
celTary to provide new locks, and to give very particular orders to the Officers under 
iiim. 

No Hydrometer was ufed there, nor, he believes, in any other part of Ireland. 

27 ’^'- Knox Maree. 

J. S. Rochfert. 

Fred‘s Gea/e, 

Robert Alexander, • 

Cha' Saxton. 



224. 
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No. 40. 

The Examination of Mr. THOMAS -CARET, Reaitieri taken on Gath, 
the 3d and 2£ch of Oaober 1806. 

This Exanni.nant faith, 

That he is a Redtifying Diftiller, and has been in chat biifmefs for upwards of ten 
•years. He works a Still of 16-5 gallons content. The content of the Still was 
afccrtained by the Surveyor, who gauged and meafurcd it. He purchafes the 
•Spirits from the Grofs Diftiliery; fometimes they have been brought to him with 
Termics, and at other times without Permits. Thcfe without Permits, he has 
purchafed at a price which has varied from io</. to is. per gallon under the price 
of permitted Spirits; he ufually receives the Spirits at a ftrength, on an average, of 
14-per-cent, over Iriib (hndard, which is one to ten over Englilh proof, by Clarke’s 
Hydrometer. Grofs Spirits arc rcaiHed by paffing them through the Still; by rec- 
tification they gain, on an average, lo-per-cent. in ftrength, and lofe in quantity 
about la-per-cent. : moft part of the redlified Spirits is made into rum, brandy, and 
geneva; the quantity ufed in all other compounds, except flirub, is very trifling. 
Shrub is made, principally, in the fummer half-year, and bears a proportion of one- 
ififth to the whole quantity retflified. In making brandy, rum, and geneva, water is not 
ufed, unlefs the Spirits be redlified to a ftrength exceeding 24-per-cent, above -Irilh 
ftandard. In making fhrub, the water, juice, and fugar, nearly equal the Spirit ia 
quantity, and arc fometi[nes from an eighth to a tenth more.: flirub is frequently . 
made from grofs Spirits, in which cafe about one-tenth lefs water is tifed than when 
it is made of redlified Spirits. ' His Still is in charge of the Surveyor and Gauger of 
the Walk. The Gauger vifits ufually every day in order to take ftock ; this is ge- 
nerally done-i>y dipping fuch veficls as are declared to have undergone any alceratioa 
fince 'his laft vifir, but occaflonally the whole are dipped. Thcfe dips, as they are 
taken, are entered in the Minute Book, which is kept in the Diftiller)', and 
tranferibed into the Stock Book, kept by the Officer. Wh.ere grofs Spirits are rec- 
tified, the decreafe of grofs, and the increafe of redlified, are noted in the Minute 
•and Stock Books; when the Still was intended to be charged, be ufually gave notice, 
to the Officer, who delivered hiiTi the key. The Officer was rarely prefent at the 

• charging of the Still; while the Still was at work, the key remained in poflelfion of 
the Redlifier ; when the Still is fiient, the fucnace grate is always locked up, and the 
key is fomettmes left with the Redlifier, and fometimes returned to the Officer, fc 
ufually took him from eight to ten hours to work off a Still charge. His Still is 
xifually charged three or four times a week, but when he was in full bufnefs it was 
frequently charged twice in 24 hours throughout the week, as, he believes, is the 
cafe in many other Redlifying Diftilleries. The quantities with which he charged his 
Still, varied from 120 to 150 gallons. Examinant faith, that Redlifying Srills are 

• capable of being ufed for the purpofe of Grofs Diftillaiion, and he has been informed 
•have been frequently ufed fo. Examinant is of -opinion, that the great ftrength at 
which the Recftifier may now run his Spirits, caufes fuch a decreafe in quantity as to 
give an opening for the admiffion into ftock of Spirits privately diftilled by the Rec- 
tifier, or for the admiffion of private Spirits from the Grofs Diftiliery. He thinks 
this opening might be prevented by reftriifting the ftock of redlified Spirits, except 
Spirits of Wine, to a ftrength of from 12 to 14-per-cent, above ftandard, and that 
fuch a rcftridlion would not be of any prejudice to the trade; but he is of opinion, that 
•the provlflons of the law, reftridling Spirits permitted out of the redlifying ftock, to 
a ftrength of i in 5 under proof, cannot be adled upon without great injury ro 
the trade, as he thinks the confumcr would prefer grofs Spirits, which are ufually 
at a ftrength of 14-per-ceRt. above ftandard, to •redlified Spirits of that .or- of any 
inferior ftrength. I'his Examinant fays, that the water ufeJ in making up Com- 
pounds, is fometimes added in the prefence of the Officer, .but more generally in his 
abfence. Examinant thinks, tliat no allowance fliould be made for any mixture of 
wafer, other than fur the quantity adlualiy mixed in the prefcnce of the Officers. 
Spirit>of M ine are ufually run off at the ftrength or40-pcr-cent, above IriOi ftandard; 
neutral Spirits arc redlified Spirits without any flavouring. .^\b,out 10 years ago, 
Examinant v.orked a grofs Still of about flco^gailons contenr; at that time the 
Diftillers -were only allowed to work Malt. He ullially. worked off a Still charge of 
Walli in from two and a half to three hours, and a charge of Singlings in about fix 
•hours. He underflands, th.ac latterly thefe charges are run off with much grearer 
j-apidity. The b.vircl, or 1 2 ftone of Alalt, on an average, produced ium fix and an ,h,alf 

gallons 
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aallons of Spirits, of about 14-per-cent, above Irifh flandai d. He has underflood, 
That the perfon who preceded him in this Grofs Diflillery, had not in the laft year of 
the work, a produce of more than from three and a half to four gallons of Spirits per 
barrel of Malt, which, he believes, arofe from hurry in the procefs, in an attempt to 
make private Spitits. He ufualiy pays the Surveyor over his Diftillery, a fee of half-a 
crown for every time the Still is charged, and pays two guineas a month to the Gauger. 
J, .S'. Rochfort. ’Tho’ Carey, 

Tred' Geale. 

Robert Alexander. 



No. 41. 

The Examination of Mr. WILLIAM -DONOGHOE ; taken on Oath, 
the 9th, 13th, i6th, and a8th of Oflobcr 1806. 

This Examinant faith. 

That he is partner in a RefUfying Diftillery in.tlie city of Dublin, in which there are 
two Stills, one of 515 gallons content, the other of 114. He receives all Spirits 
from Grofs Diftillers at a 'ftrength, on the average, of 1 4-per-cent, above ftandard, by 
Saunders’ Hydrometer. Private Spirits are fometimes purchafed of the Grofs Dilliller, 
from which the Reflifier derives confiderable advantages, as they are bought at ir. 
per gallon under the price of permitted Spirits. Reflified Spirits are ufuaily drawn 
at a ftrength of from 22 to 23- per-cent, above ftandard, and are made either into 
rum, brandy, and geneva, and fold to the retailers without any reduftion of that 
•ftrength, or into Compounds, with 3 confiderable reduflion of ftrength. Of the rec- 
tified Spirits he makes rather more than a third into Compounds. In making Com- 
pounds, the mixture is fcldom more than one-half Spirit, and fometimes lefs. For 
this purpofe he ufes only reflifted Spirits. 

A charge from the larger Still is run off in about 13 or 16 hours, from the fmailer 
one in about 12. The difference in bulk between the grofs Spirits, and their pro- 
duce In reflified Spirits, including the wafte, is adecreafe of from ii to 12-per-cent, 
•upon the latter. The quantity of Feints produced in running off a charge of the 
•larger Still amounts to above 6-per-ccnt. bcfides which there is a w'afte of about 10- 
, per-cent, which is called Organs. He fometimes ferved notice on the Officer, when a 
Still was intended to be charged. On receiving the notice, the Officer, if he had 
■the key, either attended to unlock the Still or fent the key; but the key was gene- 
rally left in the Diftillery. The Gauger vifited almoft every day, and the Surveyor 
iefs frequently, for the purpofe of raking ftock. Since his coming into the buftnefs, 
it has been the pradlice of the Officers to dip and take an account of all the 
Spirits and Compounds found in the Diftillery. When water was to be added 
to Spirits for the purpofe of making Compounds, he fometimes gave notice to the 
•Officer, but even then the water vvas more frequently added in the Officer’s abfence. 

When water had been fo added, the Officer calculated the quantity of fuch addition, 
■from the apparent decreafe of reftified Spirits, and the increafe of Compounds. Exa- 
minant thinks, that fhe demand for reffified Spiilts would be lefs, ifthey v/ere reftrided 
to a ftrength not exceeding that ofgrois Spirits. 

Spirits of Wine are u.ffiaily taken off at a ft^rength of 30-per-cent, above Irilli 
ftandard, of this the Officer keeps no feparate account, nor does he ever ufe an Hy- 
'drometer. He has paid to Gaugers five pounds a- month, and to the Surveyor half- 
a-crown for every time each Still is charged. Befidcs being a Reftlfier, he occa- 
fionaliy afls as a Spirit merchant, and fends out grols Spirits. 

About two years ago, Examinant was concerned in a Grofs Diftillery, in the 
county of Weftmeath, in the diftrift of Athlone, about 50 miles from Dublin ; the 
content of the Still was 500 gallons. He was chargeable with twenty-three Dou- 
blings per month, but he ufuaily made from 35 to 36 Doublings in the courfe of a 
month. He found no difficulty in difpofing of his private Spirits. He fent out the 
private Spirits without Permits, and fcldom met with any interi-uption. Notwith- 
rtanriing the quantity of private Spirits which he made, he derived very little advan^ 
tEge from it, in confequcnce of the low price at which Spirits could be had from' 
Dublin. He paid the Duty to the CoUeflor of the diftriff monthly, which he did 
in cafh and 31 day bills, allowing ther^eou a difcount at the rate of ;^.6-per-cenc. 
per annum. Will’” Donoghoe* 

J. S. Rochfort, 

Fred- Geale. 

Robert Alexander. 
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An Extradl from the Report of PAUL DAV/SON, Efq. Surveyor 
GeneraU dated Cork, the 6ch March 1805} on Redifyina 
Diftilleries. 

THE Re£\ifying Diflillcrles of Cork being the great channel through which the 
produce of the Grofs DHiillcries is fcnt into cir-cuiacion, demanded and obtained my 
UK;fi: ferious attention. 

’i’his fubjedt, which has fo defervediy inccrefted your Lordlhips and Honours, which 
has occupied the time, and fo much engaged the purfuit of your mofi; able OfBcers, 
and which is on all hands allowed to be a qucllion of the firft magnitude, it fhall be 
my humble endeavour to deferibe, with all the accuracy its complication, along with 
the limited information I have been able to procure, enables me. 

The Reftifying Didillcries of Cork are ten in number. 

I’hree of them arc conducted upon a fcalc of extent unattempted in any other 
part of Ireland. 

Thefc Houfes are each conneifted with a Grnfs Diftillery, and work with large 
-Stills, upwards of 500 gallons content ; two of them work fecond Stills. The other 
feven, not being connedted with Grofs Diftilleries, are upon a more circumferibed 
fcale, differing little from the Re> 5 bifying Houfes of Dublin. 

The only prominent omiffion I difeovered refpedHng the Redtifying Diftilleries, 
was their having negledled to regifter their ftores. This error on their part fubjedted 
the entire ftock of Spirits to feizurci but as I could not impute the oiniflioa to 
any thing that bore the fmalleft appearance even of conftructive fraud, I contented 
myfelf with pointing out the danger of fuch a negledf, and which the Redilicrs imme- 
diately repaired. 

In the three extenfivc Houfes I have juft alluded to, I perceived that an account of 
ftock was caft up, and balanced only once in the month, as is pradHfed in thofc of 
the fmalleft defeription. I confiderccl that it would afford an additional check, to 
fettle the ftock more frequently, and on confuldng with Mr. Fanning, we agreed 
that it would be advantageous to have it afeertained once in the week, which would 
aftjft in preventing a large and falfe credit from being kept up fo long. 

Another regulation we thought it neceflary to adopt was, the expreftlng on the 
Permit and Duplicate the quality as well as the quantity of the liquor it protedled. 
For inftance, redlified Spirits of any fpecies to be diftinguiftied from Compounds, by 
which means the quantity of cordials, in which the great portion of water ufed in a 
Redtifying Diftillery is mixed, can at any time be afeertained, and will affift much in 
developing the fyftem of the Houfe. 

The great Revenue objedt relating to the redlifying fyftem, being the eftablifliment 
of fuch checks as will put an effedtual bar to the introdudtion of private Spirits, and 
working with the raw materials, the law prohibits the two branches of Diftillation 
from being carried on in the fame premifes. But the contiguity of the grofs and redli- 
fying Houfes in Cork, together with a fidtion, or a fuppofed concealment of the real 
nair.es of the parties carrying op the two eftablifhments, added to the circumftance 
of a much greater proportion of Spirits being permitted from the Retftifiers that are 
connedlred with the Grofs Diftiilers, compared with the quantity permitted from 
others not fo connedled, has given rife upon many occafions to the fufpicion, either 
that the Redtifier of Cork produced Spirits from the raw materials, or that his con- 
cerns were made the depot for Spirits privately produced in the Grofs Diftillery, and 
which through inefficiency in the fyftem of check, a defedt in the law, or the negli- 
gence and corruption of the Officers, enabled him to cany into efFedt with impunity. 

In order to be able to inform your Lordfliips and Honours, as far as may be, with 
regard to chofe fufpicions being well or ill founded, I have paid the moft minute at- 
tention to the fyftem laid down by the Officers, to check the receipt of illicit Spirits 
into thefe Houfes, and to prevent protedlion being granted to any of that defeription, 
or to fuch as might be produced by the Redtiners from the raw materials. 

In the ccurfe of my examination, ! could not perceive any negledl on the part of 
the Officers, in carrying into effedtihe fyftem as it is now general/ underftood and 
pradtifed. 

In juftice to the Officers employed in that deparm^ent, I cannot avoid faying, chat 
they appear to me to have been attentive and zealous in the difeharge of their duty, 
and 1 have no ground for thinking, that whatever frauds may have exifted, arol'e 
from their negled or collufion, but has rather originated in radical defedls in a law, 

which 
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which appears to me, from its tendency, and the regulations it contain?, wholly In- 
applicable to this Country, and as it cannot be afted upon withnut overthrowing the 
trade, fo it affords, from the impradticability of carrying its provifions into effefh, 
ample and excenfive opportunity for the greatefl frauds bung committed without any 
.danger of detection. 

l.confidcr it, therefore, my duty to call your Lordfhips and Honours attention to 
,'this pare of the Fubjedt, in order to have fo lame and imperfedb an Afb altered, and 
•fuch modification of its enadling claufes introduced, as will render it efficient in this 
Country, and enable the Officers to adt upon it with effedh. 

With this view, I :fhall fubmit fuch obfervations as I have from time to time made 
on the fubjeft. together with fuch facts as I have been able to colledi;. 

From the account with which I was .furniffied, by order of your Lordffiips and 
•Honours, it appears that one of the Rectifying Houfes in Cork received by Permit, 
.in the year ending the 29th September 1804, 9.3,811 gallons of X Watersj and 
ihat the fame Houfe fenc out by Permit, in that year, 136,336 gallons, being 
(within a fradtional part on fo large a quantity) one-third more, and which the Board 
will be pleafed to obl'crve, amounts to the full allowance for the increafe of water 
that the law permits, namely, fo-per-cent. 

I beg leave, however, to bring to the recollcdlion of your Lordfiiips and Honours, 
•that this proportion of water, or indeed any at all, is allowed upon the exprefs con- 
dition that the redtified Spirits fent out by Permit, fnall not be of a greater firength 
than I .in 5, which is 20-per-cent, under Hydrometer proof; and tliat the flock on 
hand, when it comes to be caft up, fhall be computed at the ftrength of one in three 
and three-fourths under Hydrometer proof, which is 26 two-thirds per cent. Now it 
is evident, that this redudlion of ftrength being imperatively put on the Diftillcr by 
the Adt of Parliament, is for the exprefs purpofe of depriving him of the credit he 
has in water. 

On referring, however, to the Store Book in the Cuftom Department, I found 
that 60,739 gallons had been exported by this Houfe in the year before-mentioned, 
and that it averaged at the ftrength of four-per-cent, above Iriffi proof, which is about 
13 Englifh. By this it is manifeft, that the Redtificr claimed, and was allowed, 
the full .proportion of 50-per-cenc. for water, and that he not only adlually fenc it out 
33-per-cenc.ftronger than the law allows, but he drew back the Duty upon the quan- 
tity of water which was added to reduce his Spirits from about 12 or 14-per cent, to 
4, and was enabled to Permit away the remainder of his ftock at any ftrength he 
pleafed, probably from ao to 30-per-cent, above proof; and it is not aftuming too much 
to fay, that the Revenue was doubly defrauded in paying a Drawback upon water, 
and in Ipfing the Duty, in the firft inftance, upon a confiderable quantity of Spirits. 

In a future part of this Report, I will fubmit to your Lordlhips and Honours, the 
•frauds that have been praftifed in obtaining Drawbacks for Spirits exported, which 
will require .fome ftrong regulation, and fomc amendments in the law, to prevent 
hereafter. 

Th«.cafel have cited is unqueftionably the very worft that has prefented itfelf to 
my view, and I feleifled it for the purpofc.of proving how improper an ufe has been' 
made, and may again, of an Afl that is not only nugatory, but affords proteflion 
and encQuragemcnt to fraud. 

I had no opportunity of afeertaining the ferengths of any part of the ftock I alluded 
to, excepting fuch of it as had been exported j but I took, on fevera! occafions, the 
ftrengths of the reflified and grofs Spirits on hand in the different Reflifying 
Houfes, and invariably found them to be .fi-om 23 to 30 per cent, on a very corredl 
Hydrometer, made by Mr. 'William Speer, the principle of which has been liighly 
approved of by a Scientific Committee of the Royal Academy ; and I have no 
reafon to doubt, that the far greater part of the Spirits fent out by Permit (excepting 
what was cxp9rted) was of the fame degree of ftrength. 

I muft here remark, that the .quantity of Cordial Waters made and fold by the 
Retftifiers, bears a very fmall proportion to the otl»er pirt of the ftock, nor can it 
at all be faid to account for the .increafe in any of them. 

The contiguity of the princlpal.Reftifying Houfes in Cork to the Grofs Difiilieries, 
having, as I obferved before, -frequently excited much fufpicion, I turned my at- 
tention as, minutely as I xould, to difeover whether the frauds that have been 
imputed to them, are, in effcift, carried on. After a very clofe examination, I feel 
myfelf juftified in delivering my opinion, that with regard to their diftilling from the 
raw material, there does not exift th.e moft diftant appearance. I do not conceive' 
that the Redtifiers are hardy enough, or clumfy enough, to rsfort to fuch an 
expedient. 

1 - 24 - 3 N 1 am 
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I am ftrongiy grounded -in this opinion from having obferved, that none of the 
Rcdliiying Stills aie adapted for quick work; they are, in Edt, quite. the reverie, 
being upon the old principle, very deep in proportion to the diameter, .prelentifiw 
but a fm.dl furface to the aiflion of the fire. 

Therefore, as confiderable capital has been expended in erecting thefc Difiilleries 
■•which irave fo frequently been licenfed, it mull; red with your Loidlbip.s.and Honours 
CO decide, whether what I have and lhall ftate on this -fubjcift, will render it ex- 
pedient to infid upon a change of ficuacion, or whether (as I confefs I am inclined to 
think) it will not be fufficient to alter the fyftem, and make the Checks more 
■ effeftual. 

All all events it may be time enough, fh-ould the RetSifiers alter the form-of their 
Stiils, and [)rovide thcmfelves wicli fuch as Ihail be better adapted for quick working, 
to have rccourfc to the precautionary ir.eafure of infifting upon lefs contiguity, and 
it m.ay not be unwile to make the penalty on detedlion, infinitely higlier. 

J humbly conceive that I fhall difeharge this part of my duty, in reprefenting to 
your l.ordlhips and Honours the neceffity of an immediate adoption of an Aft of 
Parliamem: applicable to this Country, and which iball eftablifii the firm. and true 
fjftcm of Check, as will eventually place this department on fo broad a bafis, that 
it will not bean eafy talk to overthrow it. 

I beg leave, therefore, mod humbly to fubmit to your confideration, the great 
rhannei tiirough which I conceive fraud may be and is often cffedlcd in the reftify. 
ing fydem, together with one general principle, fimple in its operadonj the effeft of 
which, I fhouid hope, vvill be a confiderable, if.not an effcdfual, bar to the.famc. 

My conception of the manner :in which thefe frauds may be accomplifited with a 
greater facility .is, in the fending into the Rcdlifier fuch Spirits as can be privately 
made in the Grofs Didillery,; and as I apprehend it. can be taken into. dock in the 
former, and the increafe permitted out without danger of detedion, I will now 
.proceed co point out how eafily that can be effeded. 

A Redifier makes his arrangernent with the Grofs Didiller, and when both are 
prepared, the former conceals a quantity of redified Spirits, equal to that of grofs 
which he Intends to receive; the latter he fhews to the Officer as part of his rec- 
tified dock, and he then ferves a notice on the Officer of his intention to reduce 
by water, which when done, and that he has obtained a. credit for the fame, he runs 
od’ that grofs Spirit fo mixed, which produces one much drongcr and purer, but of 
courle decreafed in quantity, and having a credit for water, he. brings into dock -the 
redified Spirit he had concealedj and thus obtains a .protedion for what never paid 
any Duty at all. 

I will fuppofe a Redifier can make an arrangement to receive ten puncheons of 
Spirits that had not paid Duty; he conceals 1,250 gallons of his redified dock, 
being the quantity of grofs Spirits he had received, and in the prefence of the Officer 
adds 850 gallons of water to the grofs Spirit, but which he calls redified ; about 
•five charges of one of the large Stills will work off the whole, and will produce 
fomewhat more than. two-thirds. of what had been received, or about 850 gallons of 
ftrong Spirits. 

Gallons. 

Thus, lo puncheons cf private Spirits, containing - - - 1,2 ;o 

Water added in the pretence of the Officer - _ ;8,jo 



2,100 

.Produce of the above in redified Spirits, being fomewhat? 

more than two-thirds of the grofs - - - -j 

-1,250 gallons of redified Spirits that had been concealed, ? 

and again, brought into.ftock - - *• - - ..J *>250 



2,100 



Having dated- the modes by which ! conceive the frauds may mod eafily be carried 
on in the R edifying Didilleries ; I beg leave to fubmit the principles upon which 
(fo far^ as my judgment enables me to view it), the bed prevention may be obtained. 
Ill dating this, it is not my intention co go into the minuter regulations that may be 
found neceffary to introduce into, the iyftem, but merely confine myfelf to a general 
outline, which, if approved of, can receive. fuch modifications as may be thought 
expedient to attain this great objed. 

The 
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The principal opportunity' the prefcnt law affords to the Reaificr of increafincj his 
■flock wiikcut Permij, and decreadng it with Permit, is the allowance of water, u hicli 
he may make ufc of in the manner 1 have already mentioned. 

•It is a \\ ell-known fadt, that 'the town and country dealers will not purchafe fi om 
aGrofs DiRiilcr or Reftider, any Spirits but fuch as arc of fo confiderable a flrength 
(from 12 to 16 per cent, above Irifh proof, which is from 21 to Engli(h) -as\o 
admit of reduftion by water after it comes into their poffeiuon, fo as to anfwcr for 
die retail conftimption of -cheir'I-I-oures, orto fupply their cuflomers with, and they 
vary the'ftrength according to the price they are to receive, but which they chooff.to 
have the power of doing themfclvcs. 

What I have already ffewn of a Rectifying Houfe in this city, juftifics me in ffuing, 
diat it is not mere affutnprion to afferc, that they increafe their flock by claiming wace?, 
and decreafe it by permitting away Spirits in lieu dicreof. ’ 

Therefore, as the allowance of water does mot apply to the general ufage of this 
Country, I beg leave to fubmic, that it be entirely taken from the Rectifier's, excepc- 
•itjg what they may ufc with Cordials- and Shrub, and which will be found to compdfe 
a very fmal] proportion of their flock. 

•But the great means of -Check -on the Rc(flifyTng Difliiier, I conceive to be, and 
Lbeg moft humbly to fubmit it to-tiie coafidcraiion of the Board, the afeertainin*’- 
the ftrengchsof the Spirits feiit into the Rectifying Moufes, and making a compare 
Ton. with thofe that are permitted out. Until this fvflem be eftabliflm-d, 1 am of opinion, 
the Officers of the Revenue'will remain very much in the chik with regard to the true 
ftate of the Rectifier’s flock. 

What I before flated is fufficient to flievv that the prefenc haw, and the fyflem upon 
•which it is bounded, afford the Rectifier ample nreans of ative hoftiiiry againfl'the 
Revenue; and the 'prefumption is, that the opportunity thofe means furniffies, will 
feldom be neglected where the advantage is fo great. If, therefore, the allowance of 
water be entirely withdrawn, excepting in the cafe of Cordial Waters and Shrub, 
and the ftrengths of the Spirits be afeertained as they go in, and again when they arc 
permitted out, the checking a R-edtifier’s flock', now fo complicated and uncertain, 
will be rendered fimple and eafy. 

Toaccompiifh this end I humbly fubmit, that every Surveyor and Gauger placed 
• over Recflifying Diftillerie-s, be inftrticflcd in the ufe of the Flydrometer, and fuppiied 
-with Inftrumencs of an accurate and fimple conftruflion. The Inftrum'ent, m my ' 
apprehenfion, beft adapted to the purpofe, and beft fuited to the perfons who are to 
make ufe of it, is the one I mentioned before, invented by Mr. William Speer.; but of 
this your Lordihips and -Honours are the beft judges. 

I would alfo introduce additional columns into the Permit Regiftry and Voiicliers, 
for the purpofe of inferring the ftrengths of the grofs and reftified flock, and it 
might not be unufeful to make it obligatory on the Recflifiec, as well as on the Officer, 
to fhew the true flrengths of his flock (marking them upon each cafle) by making 
liable to feizure any that fhall be found to vary from the Return, giving fome rea- 
Tonable allowance for miftakes that may occur, fuch as one or perhaps two deorees. 

I would alfo have the flock of each Rcflifier call up once a week, and I would 
•.prohibit him by law from diftilling on Sunday. 

Should your Lordihips and Honours concur with me in the opinion ! entertain, of the 
abfolute neceffity there exifts in altering the reflifying'fyftcm, and (houldany of tbefe 
•my opinions be in conformity to the ideas of the Board on the fubject, it will be alfo 
expedient to introduce many regulations of minor importance, but which may con- 
tribute to ftrengthen and improve the entire fyflem; and in the adoption of my ' 
general ideas, or thofe of others^ the Board will doubtlefs be governed by their ufiial 
wifdom, and will avail thcmfcives of the talent and experience of Officers mueii 
better qualified than I feel myfelf to be, in digefting laws and regulations beft adapted • 
to the fecuricy of the Revenue in one of its mofl complicated arrangements. 

I truft, however, chat much good will refult from my having agitated the queftion. 

I have certainly felt all the anxiety that your Lordihips and Honours have exprelfed on 
the fubjedl ; and if I have failed In pointing out the evil, er in providing a remedy 
againft it, I can affure the Board it has not been through want of attentive exertion 
on my part. 

(Signed) 

S^nul "Da-wfon, 

Sury" Gen’; 
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The'Examination of Mr. THOMAS POWER; taken upon Oath, the 
,3d day of February 180;. 

This.'Examinant faich, 

That he now works a Rectifying Still of it8 giillons content.; he was in the trade 
Tome years ago, and quitted it principaliyin confequence of an oath at that time impofed, 

• and fince difpenfed with; namely, that he would abftain. from all frauds againft the. 
^Revenue. 

He receives his Spirits from the Grofs Diftiiler .generally at a ftrength of fourteen- 
'per-cent. above proof; they lofe about fiftcen-per-cent, dn quantity, of which three 
gallons are Feints, of the ftrength of about proof; and gain about twcIve-per-cent. 

■ in ftrength by rectification. 

He generally purchafes about one hundred puncheons of grofs Spirits annually, 
and'fends out about fixty of rectified. 

He makes into compounds, fuch as Shriib, Carraway, and Annifeed Waters, about 
one-tenth of the whole quantity of grofs Spirits, and fends them out at a ftrength of 
from twenty-to-forty-per>cent. under ftandard. 

The other rectified Spirits, fuch as Rum, Brandy, and Geneva, are ufually font 
out at the ftrength of fix-and-tvventyrper-cent. above proof. 

He does not think that he .e-ver took, on an average, more than twenty-per-cent., 
of the allowance for compounding. 

In making Brandy, Rum, and Geneva, the. ingredients muft be mixed in the Still.- 

He believes that. rectified Spirits are, for the mod part, made for home-confump- 
tion, and that a very .fmall proportion of them is exported. 

He thinks, chat if Grofs Diftillcrs were prohibited from fending out Spirits at 
a greater ftrength than proof, no material difadvantage would refult to the ReClifier 
from a fimilar reftriCtion j but he thinks, that the reducing the grafs Spirits by- 
water to proof, would injure the confumption among thofe .who ufe them only for 
punch. 

The retailers generally put one gallon of water to-two of Spirits, fourteen-per-cent, 
above proof. 

Thomas Potver. 

% S. Rochfort, 

~Fred‘‘ Geale. 

Robert Alexander. 

Charles- Saxton. 



■No. .44, 



The Examination of W. B. SWAN, Efq.; taken on Oath, the 12th,' 
16th, and 22d of September 1 806. 

This Examinant faich, 

That private Diftillation cxifts to a very great extent throughout Ireland, more 
■efpecially in tlie Northen parts of it. In the counties of Derry, .Donegal, and Ty- 
rone, the Stills ufed in this procefs are made of coppci, and are generally from 50 to 
80 gallons content. In the counties of Gavan, Fermanagh, and Monaghan, they 
are, for the moft part,- made of tin, and are from 40 to 70 gailons-contenc. 

The practice of private Diftillation is ufually carried on in bogs, mountains, and 
retired places. Care is taken to place thefe Stills, if poffible, fa as to be commanded 
-by a fall of water. 

This Examinant has reafon to believe, that there are upwards of 800 private Stills 
in the barony of Innilhowen; he and his aftl'dants deceCted 161 private Diftiileries in 
the fpace of 36 hours in that barony- Spirits made in this private way, are generally 
•foklyt about 4J. per gallon under the price of permitted Spirits. Lately the price of 
Spirits in the North -.rofe from 4r. to . 9.?. 6 A per gallon, in confequence of the pror 
fcciiiions which Examinant caufed to be carried on againft the perfons engaged in’ this 
•illicit trade, for the purpofes of levying the penalties impefed by law on .Parilhes 
wherein this fpecies. of Diftillation is praCUfed. 

•The 
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FEE'S, GUAT;UiTIES, &c,~>CExcife.) 



The difficulties attending the conviction of the Farid: arc very confiderahle ; proof 
of the Still having been ofrd is not alone fufficient; nor does the fcizuie of Ucendls 
or pot Ale fubjeiS the panfii to any penalty. Sometimes too the proof of the PariQ: is 
rendered difficult by the feizure of the Stilt during the night. Examinant conceives, 
that this defect might be remedied by allowing t!ie proof in fuch calc to be extended 
to the barony, or even county, and the penalties levied thereon ; and alfo, that die 
findir.'^ ofUteiifils or Pot A’e, unlefs E.tisfaclorily accounted ior, ffiould be received 
as evidence of a private Still having been at work. Examinant thinks, chat if thde 
profecucions were adtively and fuccdsfully carried oh, private Didiltacion^would be 
pretty generally put down. In many parts, private Diildlation cannot be fapprefTcd 
for want of a fufficient milicary force to afi'Ul the Officer. Examinant faith, the 
Excife Officers are frequently in collufion with the privaie Diftlliers in their relpedtivc 
Walks, and do' not take the moft cffieiftua! iv.ear.s in their power to p.revent this prac- 
tice. Notice is given to liiofe Officers who are in colluficn, when an old' Sdn js ' 
worn cut and become ufclefs, tliac they may be enabled, by icizing the isme, to obtain 
the reward given by the Excife. The Officers, when they make thefe feizurcs, of 
indeed any feizure of a private Still, fcldcm' fpiil the Pot Ale, or break the different 
veffcls, though they are by law required to do fo, except in fome inftanccs where 
an oidVcffel is dcfigncdly left for that purpofe ; and they frequently permit the foldiers 
to fell to the DilEDcr the utenfiis feized. By this negledl of duty, a great open is 

aiven for a renewal of the fame pradlicc. 

When Officers, not in collufion, go in fearch of tlide Stills, the whole furrounding 
Country is alarmed by the founding of horns and firing of fhots, fo that every thing 
is frequently removed entirely from the jiretnifcs b'cfoie the arrival of the Officer, 
the Stills never being permanently fet but placed on (tones, are eafily taken up and 
conveyed away, and fometimes they are thrown into bogs and ocher concealed places. 

Examinant faith, that in liis opinion, preventive Surveyors and Gaugers who have 
no falaries, very much encourage private Diilillatlon, chat ilicy may lay under contri- 
bution chofc who are concerned in It ; and he believes that many of them draw cherc- 
from a very confiderable income. . . ^ . 

Examinant thinks, that the bounties to Revenue Officers, and the Military, for the 
deteaion of private Stills, are in general very fiaudulehtiy obtained, and thereby a 
great expence to the Revenue improperly incurred. Examinant is of opinion, that 
the cal'y manner in w'hich thefc bounties are (;bc\iincd, is a great temptation to fuch 
frauds. ' He thinks it would be better to allow the, Military double the prefent fub- 
fiftence money, and that the bounties fiiou'.d in future be paid only out of the pe- 
nalties levied on the Pariflics, which would give the Revenue Officers and Military 
an intereft in the fucccisfiil iffue of the profecutiori. Examinant conceives, that if 
private Stills were effccfually put down, public Stills would, in many inftances, be 
ercifled, whereby a great increase of Revenue would be produced. 

This Examinant laith, that private malting is alfo carried on to a confiderable extent 
in Iicland, but more crpccially in the Counties before enurrierated ; the general 
pra6Ucc in this .cafe is, to wet the Corn in jacks in bogs, it is then brougiic into 
barns to be vvorked, thence to places called Corn-kilns to be dried ; it is afterwards 
ground at fome countrv mill, and font to the private DJliller. 

Sometimes Malt is purchafed from a licenfed Makfter, for the purpofe of being ufed 
-in private Difiillacion ; in ihefe cafes, a Permit is taken out in the name of lome neigh- 
bouring Gentleman, who may be rcafonably fuppofed to have occafion for it for his 
own brewing. He is of opinion, that the felbng of private Malt and Spirits to die 
Owners, after feizure and before condemnation, which is very much the praftice 
though prohibited by the Board, is a great inlet to_ private making and dijliiling. 
the private Makfters being ufualiy either private DidilErs or concerned with them. 

B. Swan, 

y. S. Rochfort. 

Fred’^ Geah. 

Robert Alexander. 

Cha' 
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(Irelarid.)-FIFTH REPORT of the COMMISSIONERS [Appx, 
No. 45. 



The Examinadon of VERNEY DARCY, Efquire ^ taken on Oath, the 
lychand i8ch days of September 1806. 

This Examinant faith, 

That he is Cotleftor of the diftrift of Cavan. 

There is not at prci’enc any liccnfed Diftillcry in his diftrift, nor is there, as he 
believes, any liccnfcd Still from Dublin to the moft remote part of the North-weft 
of Ireland. 

There are very many private Stills not only in his diftriift, but throughout the 
whole of the North, more efpeciaily in the counties of Tyrone, Donegal, and Derry. 

He was employed by the fpecia! orders of the Board, for the purpofe of fuppreffing 
.private Stills, from the 5th of February, till the 29th day of Auguft laft, durin® 
which time he Icized eleven hundred Stills, eight hundred Heads, and feven hun- 
dred Worms. 



He believes almoft every fecond houfe in the lower part of the barony of In- 
nilhowen, has a private Diftiilery or Mak-houfe j the general iize of the Stills is from 
lixty to eighty gallons, and of fome as high as one hundred. They are now making 
them rather fmaller, for ihe purpofe of more cafilv concealing or removing them. He 
has fomcrimes found in a private Diltillery i ,500 or 2,000 gallons of Pot Ale. The 
private Diftillers in general have watches fee upon the Revenue Officers and Military, 
and upon the approach of any party immediate notice is given j in moft cafes, before 
the Revenue Officers can arrive, the Stills and frequently the ucenfi's are removed. 
The Stills are generally thrown into bogs or buried in the earth, with fods to cover the 
place. The practice of private Diftillacion is encouraged in the Country, becaufe it 
affords a good market for the fide of the Grain, and furnifties a wholcfome Spirit at a 
•cheap rate to the cenfumer. Formerly the Townlands were fubjeft to a penalty of 
twenty pounds, for any Still found in them ; and by a late Adi: of Parliament, any 
Parifh in which a Still was fiund, or proved to have been ufed, was made fubjeft to a 
penalty of fifty pounds. Ac the laft Spring Affizes fevcral informations were brought, 
and convidfions had upon this latter ftacutc; a great number of informations were 
allb brought forward upon that Adi at the laft Affizes, but from fome defedls in the 
Acl, and other difnculcies which occurred, very few convidtions were obtained. 
One principal dcfedl in the Adi was, that no provifion had been made for cafes where 
the Parifh ffiould happen to be fituaced in two Counties. He thinks, that if the pro- 
feemions had been carried on as fuccefsfully at the laft, as at the preceding Affizes, 
private Diftillation would have been very much checked, and by a continuance of the 
fame exertions on the part of the Revenue might be entirely put down. He is of 
opinion, chat if refidenc local Solicitors were employed, it would very much tend to 
facilitate the obtaining of convidlions. He is of opinion, that nothing would tend 
more to the prevention of private Diftillation, than the eftablUhmenc cf licenfed 
Stills in thofe diftridls where it now prevails, as the public Stills would afford a ready 
fale for the Corn of the Country, and take away ail inducements to encourage pri- 
vate Diftillation. Before the Infpedlor General went down to the North, Examinant 
underrtands, that the price of private Spirits was five fhillings per gallon j but that 
after he had detcdled fevera! private Diftilleries, and checked the private Diftillation, 
the price rofe from ^s. to yj. and ioj. per gallon. I'hc price of Corn fell in pro- 
portion as that of Spirits rofe. He underftood, that in confequence of the failure of 
the informations againft the Pariflies at the laft Affizes, Barley rofe 4i^pcrftone; 
this proceeded, in his opinion, from the preparations of the private Diftillers to go to 
•work again. Fie i.s of opinion, that in thofe towns on the fea-coaft, where tiiereis 
capital fufiicient, and where coal is eafily to be had, Stills of a lelfer fize than is now 
allowed by law need not be licenfed ; but that in the. interior part of the Country, 
from the want of fuel and capital, it would be advifable to licenfc Stills as low as 
200 or 250 gallons. From the 20th February, ar whicii time he took up the duty 
in place of the Infpedlor General, till the loth of July following, there came of per- 
mitted Spirits into the city of Londonderry, and into the town of Strabane, Omagh, 
and Fintona, above 52,600 gallons ; a quantity far exceeding what had been brought 
into thofe places during the fp-ace of fevcral years before. 



y. <?. Rochfort. 
Fred' Geak. 
Rob' Alexander. 
Cha' Saxton. 



Verr.ey Darby. 
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ABSTRACT of the foregoing A C C O U N T. 









Wo™ 


Suhfiftence 


REWARDS to 




PENALTIES. 


years ending- 






Military 

Conftables. 


Revenue 

Officers. 


Conftables. 


Military. 


Yeomanry. 


total. 


iiicuneJ by 
T-cv.-nlamIs. 


levied off 
Townfaodt. 


December 

i8oi 


4.!3' 


3,190 


2,809 


c . >. d. , 

2258 10 1 


a . 1. d. 
4.004 9 4 


■C- 1. d. 
3,778 I3'i0-J 


C- 1. d. 
3.427 5 9i 


C- s. d. 
4,628 8 9 


.C- r. d . 
18,057 7 H 


£. .. d. 

82,620 0 0 


£. s. - d . 
540 0 e 


1803 


'-.573 


2, 018 


1.744 


1,478 2 g 


1,809 -6 5,t 


1,870 4 8|- 


a, 080 10 1 1 


3.-.OI 10 i-t 


10,339 2; 


5-1,460 0 0 


120 0 0 


1804 


2,360 


2,021 


r.732 


1.371 13 


1,177 16 II-?- 


844 0 2! 


1,130 6 3| 


5,179 19 0^ 


9.7=4 3 111 


47,200 0 0 


60 0 0 


Total • 


9,064 


7,229 


6,285 


5,.o! 6 ji 


6,991 12 9 


6.493 6 9i 


6,638 3 0 


11,909 17 11 


38,141 7 8^ 


181,280 0 0 


« ” 



No. continued. 



An ACCOUNT of Money paid to Revenue QIHcerj, Conflahles, Military, and Yeoma-nry; dlftinguifning each, and .<=[ibfi(len« 
from Rewards for their Exertions in feizing private Stills ; the N umber of Stills, Heads, and Worms icized ; the Amount of 
Penalties on Townlands and Parilhes incurred ar.d lsvied ; and an AbHracI, containing the Totals for one-Ycar and an half, ta 

the 30th June 1806. ’ 



YEAR ending December 1805. 



Diftcidh. 


Still. 


Head. 


Worm. 


Suhfiftence 

Military, 

Conftables. 


j R E W A R D S to 


T 0 T-A L. 


PENALTIES. 


Revenue 

Officers. 


Conftables. 


Military. 


Yeomanry. 


incurred by 
Townlands. 


levied off 
TeWnlaiids. 










£. i- d. 


£. 1. d. 


£. r. d. 


£. d. 


£■ I- d. 


£■ s. d. 






Armagh • • 


49 


37 




17 18 7 


21 17 jJ 


4 II 6a 


89 6 III 


33 8 ir-i 


: 167 3 2 






Atblone - • 


44 


43 


49 


39 8 8 


24 2 4! 


20 17 7> 


13 16 9] 


43 ‘I = 


141 16 '5 


! 1,390 0 ( 


1 — 


Cisan 


780 


613 


492 


44« 2 5l 


374 4 c| 


353 14 7i 


366 14 9I 


1.293 13 s 


1.829 II 7: 


1 21,930 0 c 


' 55= 0 • 


Colciaine - - 


123 


83 


35 


81 9 4 


50 14 o-J 


13 II II 


IS 4 S 


276 0 oj 


436 19 8? 


; 3.690 0 c 


, 


Cork 








I 0 7 


1 2 9 


0 10 10 


4 9 4i 




7 3 61 


40 0 c 


- 


Diuidalk - • 


38s 


366 


341 


211 12 1 


209 5 


207 T9 ij 


- - - 


801 17 7 


1,430 14 ol 


12,500 0 0 


_ 


Faiford - - - 


15 


22 


U ; 


7 IS si 


796 


0 16 9I 




24 I 6-i 


40 3 J* 


300 0 0 


■140 0 « 


Lil!]beg|s - 


192 


; iji 


86 


76 14 lOf 


91 4 I 


24 3 8‘ 


320 17 0? 


541= 


S28 14 6 


6,210 0 0 




Ltiteikenay 


105 


97 


92 


55 1= 6 


56 9 11 


2 11 S-! 


531 17 2j 




646 9 j.t 


2,I>d 0 0 




Matybnrough 


1 


2 


1 


3 19 I 


0 14 I 


0 2 81 


18 9 iii 


- 


-i 5 1= 


20 0 C 


— 


Londonderry 


108 


96, 


105 


96 2 II 


59 I 4} 


6 6 4I 


460 4, si 


38 2 8 


649 17 9I 


3,000 0 0 


_ 


uijo 


109 


, 107- 


104 


63- 12 9 


60 8 o| 


30 i_9' 


.13 S3 


33, 0 10. 


200 8 9 


; ' 2,870 0 0 


_ 


ilnbanc - - 


107 


«7, 


88 


ici 15 6 


55 0 S 


>5 5 Hi 


430 4 4i 


14 6 0 


6,6 12 3l 


3,280 0 0 


_ 


Tralee - . - 


1 


1 


I 


- . . 


0 ir 4I 


0 2 s-i 


6 5 ij 




6 19 2I 


■ 20 0 -O 





Tria- ... 


911 


937 


905 


436 10 5 


5=1 I 4i 


300 3 5! 


9 10 8 


2,572 12 aj 


3,799 1 


25.780 0 c 


_ 


flushrea - . 


9 


14. 


1.6 


22 2 0 


6 1:4 10 


044 


40 6 0 




69 7 2 


3C0 0 c 

































2, 


1 


0 11 4: 


0 19 6 




a 0 7i 


- - - 


3 11 « 


40 0 c 


- 






























*- 


' ^ 


099. 


- . 12-9 






1 11 85 


3 4 2 i 


20 0 C 


— 


■nnis - . . 


9 


IS., 


15 , 


19 19 0 


6 15 III 


0 15 8-1 


39 19 6 


- - - 


67 10 2 


180 0 c 


209 5 0 





3 


2 


2 


1 7 lOi 


1 8 si 


0 2 8.; 


446 


I 3 3 i 


8.6 9 l 


6n c c 


_ 


l«noell . . 


17 


7 


4 


12 i 3 10-1 


0 17 o 4 


0 15 ii-| 


47 7 4 i 


. . . 


6. i« 2; 


340 0 t 






































„ i. 4 i 








2 19 7 


20 0 C 


— 


Totals . 


2,974 


2,656 


2.373 


1,672 9 6 


I.S 3 I 15 7 l 


982 19 4' 


M'« 5 «>. 


5,138 16 3'- 


11,742 15 Hi 


86,120 0 <• 


939 5 0 
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V/or-n 



.Yeoroamy 



MUitary., 



C^mflables. 



Cun il 



'Strabanc' 



I 957 5 3 
the Amount of 



2S6 [ S52 I 270 j 145 4 9^1 169 • -5 19 S I 4°7 *7 

T'.ic Slili Heturos of tli’S Diftriil have not been fmaily pafieH, but Penalties have been received 



l,oncor.(iec,y 



General ABSTRACT for Four Years and a Half. 



12,909 17 



5,13816 3^ 



lio,Sio 14 >1 



33774-50 



S4-S*o 7 5= 



B'ooght forj 
wardTotalsfjl 
AS:iraft fu.\ Q 



•^>.r enJiiig M , 
Dec-- 1805 5 
Half Yvir > 
endmjjune ; 1,40 
1806 - -J 



H A L F-Y F A R ending Juae i3o5. 



BroagE: forv.-ard. Total of Abftraa. for Rew.ardf, &c, for Three Years, £. s. d. 

to 5th January 1805 7 

D® for One Year and a Half to 20th June 1806 . _ - - 16,378 19 9I 

Amount of Monks paid to MeiTrs. Swan, Darby, and Officers, and to 
.Meffrs. Gordon and Molloy, in conlideration of their extraordinary 
Kxertiens in the Suppreffion of private Difl'Ulatkn " - - - *3 ^2 

ToTai. - - £■ S 8 . 0 'zi 1 o 
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No. 47. 



The Examination nf Mr. ALEXANDER STEWART ; taken on Oath, 
the cgfh and 31-fl: or January iSoy. 

Tills Examinant faith, 

Ide is a Dilliller in -ch-e town of Sligo j he works a 500 gallon Still. Uncerflandinfr 
feme time ago, chat, on an average, 15 puncheons of Spirits were permitted weekly 
into Sligo, he was induced to commence the biTmcfs of a Diftiilcr; for the Jail len 
months he worked, he does not think he fold above feven or ci.^hr uunc.heons 
weekly in his neighbourhood ; he attributes that to the great increafe of unlicenlcd 
DiftilJacion in his vicinity, which he believes to be' in confcqucnce of the inavafe of 
monthly charges latterly impoled on the licenfed Diftiller, and their thereby paving a* 
greater proportion of Duty than heretofore ; the unlicer.fed DifU'T rs fold their Spirits 
froio two to three Ihillings per gallon below the ptree of his [termicted Spirits. He 
lias not worked fincfe the 29th September, and his ftocic was exhaullcd early in No- 
vember; notwith-ftanding which, he does not believe that more than five puncheons 
of Spirits made by a licenfed Diftiller, have fmee that time been received into the 
Town, chough there is no licenfed Still In any direftion wdehin the diflance of 60 or 
yo miles of Sligo. He believes die confumpeio-n is now chiefly fupplied by the 
unlicenfcd Diflil'lers, and he tiiinks that the number of unlicenlcd Stills is inaeafing. 
He believes feiz.ures of unlicenfcd Spirits have very rarely been made in Sligo ; and 
as they were generally brought in at night, attended by bodies of armed men, 
he don’t think the Officers woaiid have been able, if they had been -difpofed, to feize 
them. 

He thinks it w'ould tend very much to the fuppreffion of unlicerTfed Diftiii'ation, 
if Wafh or Pot Ale, or the vclTels ufed fo'r their fermentation heing.found, fubjccS:ed 
the Townland or Parifh to the fame penalty as finding a Still or other ucenfil ufed 
for Difliliatlon. He thinks that allowing-lmalier Stills to be fet up', \ 7 ould alfo tend 
•to difcourage unlicenrcd Diftiiiation ; but that if the Stills vvere confined to large 
Towns, private Difiillation would increafe confiderabiy. He thinks the people of the 
Country prefer the Spirits made by the unlicenfcd, to thofe made bv the licenfed 
DiftilJers, as they are generally made from Malt, and the latter from raw Grain. 

The private Diftillers purchafe great quantities of Corn in the market of Sligo, 
and carry it from thence to the places- where they work their iinlice-nfed Stills. 
Thefe purchafes have latterly advanced confiderabiy the price of Grain in the market 
of Sligo. . - . 

The Officer dare not vifit places fufpe£kd ef unlicenfcd Diftiiiation, without being 
fupported by a party of foldiery, which caufes their approach to be immediately per- 
ceived, when the Still is conveyed away and concealed; but if the penalty on the 
Townland attached on the finding Wafh, Singlings, or the Vcffcls ufed for fermen- 
tation, they would frequently be difeovered, from the difficulty attending their fbdden 
removal. 

The Spirits made by unlicenfcd Stills are fold In his neighbourhood, at an average 
price of 5^. per gallon of the ftrength of proof, and the quantity of Malt ufed is 
fo great, as generally to increafe the price of Barley from ±d. to 6 d. per ftone, beyond 
the market price of diftric^s where private Diftiiiation does not prevail. 

jdkx'' Stevjart. 

J. S. Rochfort. 

Fred!' Geale. 

Robert Alexander. 

Cba’ Saxton. 



t 
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COMMISSIONERS [Appendix, 



23C (:rehod,)-FIFTH REPORT or the 



»*, ■ 



No. 4?. 



An account of the Num-ber of Gallons of IriOa Spirits Exported from . 
the feverai Ports of Ireland, for the Years ended 09th September 1802, 1S03. 
1804, 1805, and 1806; dillingui Sling each Year, 



PORTS. 




I R I 


S H S P I R I 


T S. 




YEAR ended loth Oftober 


1S02. 


1803. 


1804. 


1S05. 


1806. 


BALTIMORE - - - 


1,250 


. 


2,431 


. - . 


16,156 


BELFAST 


3>4'S 


231 


- - - 


6,139 


— 


CORK. 


>85.059 


492,665 


340,965 


311,241 


199,027 


DROGHEDA - - - 


. . - 


18,386 


43x4^55 


96,798 


119,190 


DUBLIN 


736,258 


■ 47S>2S5 


524,161 


7'2’47S 


216,06$ 


GALWAY - - - - 


. . . 


127 


■ - 


— 


— 


LIMERICK . - - - 


13,156 


4.234 


5>947 : 


26,381 ! 


— 


NEWRY 


1,485 


- - 


- - - 


8,884 ' 




ROSS 


- . . 


... 


- - - 


27,062 


” 


SLIGO 


. - . 


... 


- - - 


9-795 


— 


WATERFORD - - - 


9.5S9 


- - - 


507 


23.J93 


_ 


Totals - - - 


950,180 


990.898 


917,476 


1,221,968 


550,441 



Kote. -This Account could not be rendered quite conformable 
to the Order, -without having Recourfe to each Entry 
in the refpedlive Periods, as the lofpeftor General’s 
' Accounts terminate fince the Union, on the loth 
Odlober, and not on the 29th September as before, 
and which he apprehended might caufe too much 
delay. 



Wetheratl, 

Infp' Gen’ of Imports and 
Exports OAce, 14 Nov’ i8o6. 
•;(Cuftojn Houfe.) 
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N“ 49 ^ 5 o] fees, gratuities, &c.— (Excifc.) 



2j7 



No. 49. 



An account of the Quantity of Irifli Spirits Exported from the King’s 
Warehoufes, for two Years, ending the agth September 1806 ; diftinguilhing 
each Year. 





YEAR 


S ending 




lOthOftober 

1805. 


loth October 
1806. 




Gallons. 


Gallons. 


Irifti Spirits Exported from thei 






King’s Warehoufes _ - - -j 


838,105 


47 1,0 1 ft 



Since the Union, the Quarter terminates upon 
the lothOdober, inftead of 29th September. 

H. B. HauimviUe, 
for the Infpeftor Geah 

Infpedlor General’s Oi^ice 1 
of Imporcs and Exports. > 

8th December 180S. 3 



No. 50. 



An ACCOUNT of the Number of Gallons of Irilh Spirits Exported from 
Ireland, for the Two Years ended 29th September 1805 and 1806 j diftinguilhing 
each Year, and deducing thereout the Quantities of Iriih Spirits Exported from 
the King’s Warehoufes during faid Years. 



Gallons. 



[805 


Grofs Export ----- 


1,221,968 


l 806 


D* 


55 °* 44 ( 






i, 772 j 409 




Dedud Exported from King’s Warehoufes. 






Gallons. 




.805 


- 838,105 




80b 


----- 471,012 


■>309,117 








Total Exported from private Stores 7 ^ v 

in the 2 years - - - j * ^ 


4 ^> 3>292 




Average quantity Exported from pri -1 


231,6+6 




vate Scores during years 1805 and > 
1806 _ - - - -j 





3 Q. 
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2-^S (IrE)^r-d.)— HFTH REPORT of the COMMISSIONERS [Appx. 

No, 5-1. 

The Exavi^taation of JOHN EDWARDS, Ffooirei talceo on Oath, the 
151b and 27th days of February, and 2d and 3d days of Maa.h 1807. 

Boatd of Excife; that the Excife Officers are required to 
trarftnit copies of informations refpeaing the feizores of rmi.cenfed Sulls to the 
Sard ‘vhidi were referred to him to profeeute (in all cafes where the c.rcnmnances 
will warrant) for penalties againll Parlflies m which fuch Stills have been fazfo. 
That notices are thereupon nude out by him. to be tranfmittcd through the Board to 
IreOfficersof Excife, in order that they maybe fetved on the inhabitants of the 
Parllliesi that local Agents and Counfel appointed by tne board, condud the pio- 

■(rrr II rioTiS on tHc fcvoral cvrcuics* , 1 • 1 ^ 

B- bel'Eves that fincc the 29th September 1S05, all mformaticns which were Pent 
no to the Boa"! pafil-d through his Office i and that the number of fuch informations, 

Sr 07 ntiefret? pr^^red by him, III 65 penalties recovered That between 
that time and the Summer Affixes of the fame year, the number of informations he 
•received from the Board amounted to i u, upon which, as appears from h.s books, 
the fame number of notices were prepared, on four only 

to have been had; in five cafes there appear to have been verdiSs fol the Earilhes, 
Ind 19 appear to have been quafhed for informality, 9 never to have been brought 
before^the Court, and 73 to have been refpitcd by the Court for want of time. A 1 
that ill fevcral cafes, the O.fficers profecuted on infortuations that had not palled 
ihrough his Office; the number of which entered for trial at me laft Spring Affizes, 
appei? to have been 14’,, on which 94 verdifts were had againft the Patifhcs, 33 for 
tiK traverfers, 6 were quaffied, and 10 refpited. And the nuin^ber m like manner 
entered at the Summer Affizes of the fame year, to have J<> 7 > 97 °f which 

eonviaions were had. on 56 verdids were given for the iMitties; 94 information 
were quaffied for informality, and 151 cafes were refpited. ^ That on the horm-weft, 
Norffi-caft, and Connaught Circuits, the cote of profecuting at the Spring Affixes of 
1806 for the penalties incurrred by Townlands and Pariffies on the feizurcs of pri- 
vate Stills. amounted to £.i. 5 °o. ih- of of whicn £.x6. 18. ^ 

Examinant, for preparing 97 notices and copies for fcrvice. The bills of oofts for 
profccutions on the Munfter Circuit of Spring 1806, he has not yet recetved ; the bills 
of coKs furniffied for profccutions on the North-weft and Connaught Circuits of the 
fummer of 1S06, amount to £. 8x5. S. gf, but they have not yet been examined , of 
this fum /. 30. 10. 6. belong to this Examinant, for preparing lu notices and 
copies for fcrvice. The bills of cofts for the profecudons on the Norih-eaft and 
Munftcr Circuits in the Summer of 1806, have not yet been received. 



J. S. Rochfort. 
Fred~ Geale. 
Rob' AUxander. 
Cha' Saxton. 



John Ed- 3 ;ards. 



No. 52. 

The Examination of JAMES GALBRAITH, Efquire. of the City of 
Dublin, Attorney at Law.; taken upon Oath, the 9th and loch De- 
cember 1 8c6. 

This Examinant faith, „ . , , r ,1 , 

That he is Crown Solicitor for the North-weft Circuit, and has, on part ot mat 
Circuit, for many years paft been employed to aft as local Solicitor for the Boards ot 
Cuftoms and Excife ; and to condutt the Revenue profccutions when their Solicitor 

did not attend in perfon. r r l n:,.c 

That on the lall: Spring Circuit, he was employed to profeeute for the penalties 
incurred under the late Act of Parliament, impofinga fine of ,^.50. on Parifnes m 

which unlicenfed Stills Ibould be feized. , , 

That in the counties of Cavan, Fermanagh, Tyrone, Donegal, and Derry, very 
many informations were returned to 'the Affizes, and upon many of tberx>, as well 
defended as undefended, convictions were obtained; and he believes 
amounting to A- 6,500, were recovered in thofe Counties, and except in the ^ 
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N- J!.] 



OK FEES, GRATUITIES, &r.-(Exdf=) 23, 

Bonagli in the county of Donegal, where he has been informeti that the Ap- 
■piorters of the County Cefs, were deterred by threats from dilcharoinp their duty in 
■This belialf. svere in moh inftances levied. And this Fxaminant believes a temporary 
Tiipprcffion of unlicenfed Dillilleries in, the mountainous parts of thefc Counties was 
■the coniequence. He fays, that on the laft Summer Circuit he was avain employed 
■to carry on proceedings for the recovery of fimilar penalties, in the counties of 
Tyrone, Donegal, and DerVj', and that many informations v/crc again laid before the 
Court. But as in many inftances a ftock purfe had been raifed to defend the Parilhes 
and Agents and Couniel were employed for that purpofe, the number of the tra- 
verfes, and the time fpent m advocating each cafe, made it alraoft impoffible for the 
Court to get through any conliderable number of them ; and that the Parifhes 
thereby fijcceedrf in having a great many of the trials poftponed (more cfpecially in 

the counties of Tyrone and Donegal) till the next Affizes, 

That on feveral trials in the counties of Tyrone, Donegal, and Derry, the Juries 
■found for the traverfers, chiefly upon the ground that the witneffes could not afeertain 
the Panlb m which the fcizm es had been made, but from belief or general repu 
.ration, a difficulty againft which it was not eafy to provide-i as feizures often took 
place m mountainous places, at a diftaiice from any lioufe or diftind land-marks, 
frequently In ilie night, and by Officers who had been lately put in charge of 
their Surveys or Walks, and were unacquainted with the Country. That as ?cwer 
•trials had come on, and fewer conviclions had then taken place, than at the orecedincr 
Spang Aflizes, the. penalties recovered were not Efficiently felt, to make k everv 
man’s intereft to difcourage unlicenfed Dirdlleries in his Pariffi, and private Sciiis 
were foon again at work; though he thinits, from all the information he could colic6l, 
% no means to fo great an extent as formerly. 

That he is ftrongly impreffed with the opinion, that a fready and attentive perfe- 
•verance in enforcing the provifions of the Aft, will work a cure of the evil j though 
he thinks the law.mi^ht be rendered more efficacious bv amendment in fome par- 
ticulars. And as a remedy for the difficulty of proving the PurUh or Townland, he 
fuggefts the expediency of charging the penalty for every unlicenfed Still, or ocher 
illegal Pot Ale or Singlings found, as the cafe may be, upon 
that Townland or. Parifli to which ihall belong the houfe next to the place where the 
lame iliall be feized or found; and if two or more houfes llioula be at nearly equal 
diftances from fuch place, but in different towns, on either or both of them, at the 
•option of the Informant, fo that the proof would be that a Still was frized on the 
, that the houfe of A. B. or'houfes of A. B. and C.D. 

•were the next adjoining habitations, and that the faid A. B. or A. B. and C. D. were 
j-efpeftively applotced with and paid County Cefs, as part of the Townland of 

and every Colleftor or Applotter 
-of public money, might be required to attend in Court with bis books, during the 
trial of all fuch informations, and thus the proof would be made both Ilmplc and 
latisfaftory. That many well-informed perffins in the Country, are of opinion, chat 
■the hcenfing Stills of two or three hundred gallons content in thofe diftrifts where 
illegal Diftillenes arc moft prevalent, would have the effeft of providing a fufficienc 
.market for the Corn of thofe Countries, and of inccrefting both Farmer and iicenfed 
Diftliler in the fuppreffion of private Stills. 

This Examinant fays, that upon the conllniftion of that part of the lafl: Aft, which 
^ application of the penalties after dedufting cofts, doubts are entertained 

whether the Comity Treafurer is authorized to make die dediiaion, and to what 
amount; and further fuggefts, that as inftances may occur of judgment paffing for 
the defendants, in which cafe no provifionis mads for cofts, it may be expedient to 
render the law more explicit on thefe points, and thinks foine provifions requifice for 
cafes where the Parifh or Townland may extend into two Counties, as he has known 
^iis circumftance interfere to prevent the levying of penalties recovered. And this 
Examinant believes, the inferior Revenue Officers often countenance private diftiiling, 
and derive confiderablc profit by their connivance, and that profecucions have fre- 
quently been defeated by proof of coUufive feizures. 

^Examinant faith, that in cafes where there have been travci-fes, the taxed coll; of 
fuic would have amounted to about fixteen pounds, and where there were not tra- • 
^rfes, to nearly fix pounds, which would confidcrably diminifh the reward to the 
Officer hereafter. 

y. S. Reebfort. Jmss GalhraUh. 

Frsd'‘ Geale. 

Robert Alexander . 

Cha' Saxton. 
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(Ireland. '—FIFTH REPORT o? the COMMISSIONERS . [Appcndir, 



No. 53. 



A R E T U R N of Informations profecuted at Spring Affizes 1806, for Recovery of Penalties 
on Parilhes, when the unlicenfed Stills were felzed, on which the Parilhcs were fined. 




CAVAM 



I'ERMANAGH 



TYRON'E 



John Johnfcn - - - 

Amr O’Reilly - 

W” Hudfon - 
T’no’ Brown - - - 

Tho^ Brown and Waller Hunter 
Williain Hudfon 



Donagh 



DONEGAL 



Upper Moviile 
Tmipletnore 



'I'ho* Blown, ‘ Ja= M'llwaine, and W. Hunter 
ja‘ M'llvvaine, and Waller Hunter 

Walter Hunter 

Tho* Brown and Walter Hunter - 
W" Hcndrck and Ch* M'^Neiil 
EJW' Joyce - _ - . - 

R.ich*’ Day - - - - - 

W^“ Kendriclcand Ch'M'^Neill 
W“ Hudion ----- 
Ja’ Morgan a d Edw'i O’Neill - 
John Johnlbn - _ - - ■ 

W" Heiulrkh and TIio' Brown • 

\7altcr Hunter - - - - - 



icrenan 



Conwell 



Upper Fahan 
Lower Fahan 



PARISHES. 


OFFICERS NAMES. I„f 




John Gibfon 


Annoe - • • - 1 


Ja^S-aftbrd 


Drumlane * * * 


Ja* Starf’orJ 


Ditto - - - - 1 


John Kelly ----- 


Mullough - ■ ' 1 


Henry Moiloy - - - - 


Er.mfkren - - - . 


Ja^ ArmOrong - - - - 


Ci olTer Lough - - 


Verney Darby - - - - ■ 


Kiilinkean - - - 


Henry Molicy - 


Cleenifh - - 


Allen Armftrong ----- 


Terminamongan - 


Matthew Morton ----- 




John Hacketc ------ 


Ardftraw - - - 


Ed'A"! Joyce and Matth« Morton - - - 




William Hendrick ----- 


Drotnore - 


Edward Peinland ----- 


Clogher - - - - 





Clonoe - - - * 


John M'liroy ------ 







Pomcrcy - - - - 


John MHlrcy and Phil. Banks - - • 




D“ “ " 




John Burgoyne and \V” Givien - - - 


Killflceery - - - 


Ed. Pentland ------ 


Kitdrels - - , - 


John M'liroy ------ 




Tho= White 




EdW^ Pentland ------ 




Matth* Morton and Ja‘ Donaghy 


- D® 


Rick'' Dav and Hugh Sweeney - - - 




RoL' M'Cay ------ 


- Donagheady - - 


W“ Morton and Gerrard Irvine - 
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N’ S3-i 



ON FEES. GRATUITIES, &c— (Excife.) 



‘DONEGAL 



LONDONDERRY 



PARISHES. 



Allfaints, otherwife ' 
Taughboyn 
Donegal - - - 

Stranorlar - - 

- - - - 

Clondavadocic - 
Rye 

D° - - - - 

D“ - - - - 



Upper Cumber - 
D® - - - ■ - 
D» - - - - 
Maghera - - 
Banagher - - 
D» - - - - 
Tauganvale 
Ballykelly, other- 
Tamlaghifinlaggan 
Boveaugh - - 
Terrnoneeny 
Killylough - - 

Ballyfcullian 
Ballynafcreen - 
Clondermott - • 



O.FFICERS NAMES. 



W*" Bridgeman and W""- Hunter ■ 
John Harvey . _ . . 

Sam’ Donaldfon and Ed. M.hon 

Sam' Patrick Nelis 
Tlio' Brown and Ja® M'llwainc 
. 

Ja* M'ilwaine - - . . 

Walter Hunter- - - - 



Robert Thompfon 
WilHam Miller - - . 

Fran® O’Kane - - _ 

W™ Henry - - - _ 

Jos*' M'Cay _ - 

Fran* O’Kane - , _ 

Robert Thomfon - - - 

Ditto - 
Ja* M'^Cay 

William Henry - - - 

D" .... 

D» • 

D® . . - . 

William Miller and Ja’ Duffy 



p E N A E r I r. ; 



50 1 

5° 



so 

250 



50 

I ^••a. 6 co I 



SO 

ICO 

200 

-50 

ipo 






Ooongan - 
O'Grahim - 



Allen Armftrong 
RicM Irvine 

John Weft 
D® - - 
D® - - 
D® 

D“ 

D’ 






MONAGHAN- - 



Tydcwnet • 
Clones - - 
Jimnacrefs - 
Drumfnagh - 
Ballybay 
Killecvan - 



County of the City 
DUBLIN, 

Term 1806 



Eafter 



Clooney - - 
Inchacroonan 
Kilrauliflx - 



S' Nicholas withoQt 



John Do.wnes 
John Wliice 
John White 



James M'Conneli, Ja* M'Crum, Sdm*’ Con- 
nell, Tho* Bell 



on-|^ 



ICO 

S°\ 



50 

SO 



•0C-5S»- 



250 
SO 
50 , 



U- 5© 



Total of Cavan 


. 


. 




— 


Fermanagh 


- 


- 


150 


_ 


Tyrone - 


- 


- 


■ 1,850 


— 


Donegal 


- 




- 2,600 


— 


Londonderry 


- 




- L300 




Leitrim - 


- 


- 


250 


— 


Monaghan 


- 


- 


- 550 




Clare 






- 350 

£■ 7.950 



3 
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(Ireland.)^FIFTH REPORT of the COMMISSIONERS 
No. 5+., 



[Appendix, 



A return of Informations profecuted ac Summer AiTizes 1806, for Recovery of Penalties on PariDiss 
where unlicenfed Stills were fcized, and on which the Parifites were fined. 



COUNTIES. 


PARISHES. 


OFFICERS NAMES. 


N” of 

nfotmations. 


PENAL' 


MONAGHAN - - 


Kiimore - - - - 


John Tobin - - - ' 


7 


£- 3 So 


. . , . 


Tydaveretc - - - 


Ditto 


2 


loo 


.... 


B.iliyb.'iy - - - - 


Ditto - - - - 


3 


... ISO 


.. . 


Clones - - - - 


Ditto - - - - 


1 


50 




D.'um!‘natt - - - 


Ditto - - - - - 


I 


50 


... - 


Ditto ... - 


John Weft 


I 


50 


- - . 


Ditto - - - - 


Fiances Giddens _ _ _ 


3 


150 


.... 


Killewan - - - 


John Weft ----- 


I 


50 


— - ' - - 


Clontebrill - - - 


Tho® Butler . - . . 


I 


50 


ARMAGH - - - 


Cregan - 


Chrift' Crawly . - - - * 


I 


so 


.... 


Derrymoie - - - 


John Tobin ... - 


I 


SO 


- - - 


Killevy - . - - 


Fred** H. PI. Dutton - _ - 


1 


SO 


. . ■ . 


Creg.tn - - - - 


Ditto 


I 


50 




Newtownliamilton - 


Ditto ------ 




100 


ANTRIM - - - 


Culfaghter - - - 


David Kennedy - - - - ~ 


I 


50 


TYRONE - - - 


Ardftraw - 


Morton and M'^Coy - - - 


1 


50 




Ditto - - - - 


Morton and Gevan - . - - 


* 


SO 


DONEGAL - - 


Donagh - - . - 


O’Neill 


I 


50 


- - 


Kibannon - - - 


John Polloclc ... - 


2 


ion 


- - - 


Lower Faughan - 


O’ Keill and Morgan - - - - 


I 


50 


... - 


CuLlaff ... - 


W'" Hendrick ----- 


I 


50 


■ 


Ditto - - . - 


O’Neill 


2 


100 




Lower Moville • - 


Ditto 


I 


50 


.... 


Ditto - - - - 


Morgan ------ 


1 


50 


. 


Upper Moville - - 


Ditto - - - - - 


I 


•• 50 












DERRY - - - - 


Faughanvale - - 


Robt Thompfon ----- 


I 


SO 




Banagher - - - 


O’Kane ------ 


I 


SO 


.... 


Tamlaughiinlaggin 


Ditto ------- 


I 


S° 




Fermaning - - - 


Bazil Gray ----- 


I 


• 5 ^ 


— - - - - 


Maghrafelt - - - 


Ditto - . - 


I 


50 










250 


CLARE - - - - 


•Kllmurry . - - 


Janies Mahon - - - - - 


S 


250 




Ditto - 


Alex' King . - _ - - 


I 






Ditto - - - - 


Theo” Contol - ... - 


I 




_ ... 


Inchacronan - * 


John Downes - . - 


9 




.... 


Kilraglnilh - - ' 


Ditto ------ 


4 


200 


..... 


Kilrrabory - - 


Ditto - - - - 


z 


lOO 


.... 


Dyfart - - - • 


John Downes - - - - 


2 


IOj> 




Tcmplenralev - * 


Ditto - - - ----- 


I 




. 


Ki'.macderan - * 


James Mahon - - - - - 


1 




- - - - - 


Kilno . - - - 


John While - - - - - 


* 


50 










1,350 




Ballifadere . - - 


And* Graham - - - _ 


3 


SO 




Kilmactraney - - 


Ditto ----- 


2 


100 










1 jO 



r Monaghan 


' £■ 1.000 


Armagh - 


300 


Antrim 


SO 


Tyrone 


- - 100 


Donegal - 


S5° 


Deny 


- - 750 


Clare 


1,350 


Sligo 


150 



3.750 

iCnMonaer Circuit 27 Penalties recovered - 1,350 



Total - 5.100 
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24J 

No. 55. 



The Examination of Mr. GUY GORDON] taken on Oath, the 14th 
day of February 1807. 

This Examinant faith, 

FJe is a Surveyorof Excife ; he was employed under Mr. Swan, the Infpedlor Gene- 
ral, during the laft winter and fumrner, in the lupprcflion of private Stills.. He has now 
,3 party placed under his own direflion in tite North of Ireland, for the fame piirpofe. 

He thinks there has been a great increafe of uniicenfcd Diftiilation fiiice the iafl 
Summer Afiizes, in confequcnce of the dinnclination of Juries to find for the 
Crown. 

He thinks the unlicenfed Diftillers draw their Spirits moftly from frauggled 
Male. 

It often happens that the unlicenfed Diftilleries are fituate near the borders of two 
Parilhes, in order that, on the approach or an Officer, ch:j Stills may be carried into 
the Parifli adjoining to that in which they were ufed, and the penalty be thereby 
avoided. 

He thinks that the rnoft effedual means of obviating this practice would be, to 
,fubjedl the Parifii where a Still, Piead, Worm, or any iitenfil, of material's for Diftiila- 
tion, are found, to the. penalty which now attaches only on the finding of a Still. 

He thinks it would be attended with good effeft, if the Conllab'.es were permitted 
to fliare the penalty with the Revenue Officers, and, like them, made competent 'wit- 
■ neffies to prove the informations againfl: Panffies. 

Guy G. Gordon. 

y. S. Rochfart. 

Fred'’ Geale. 

Robert Alexander. 

Chas Saxton. 



No. 56. 



Copy of the Report made to the Board of Excife, relative to Penalties 
on Tovvniands where private Stills were feized. 

Honourable Sirs, 

From the unpopularity of proceedings againfl: the inhabitants of Tcwnlands, for 
the penalty in refpedb of private Stills, every poffibie objedfion is entertained, as I 
before reprefented to your Honours. Mr. Or.'fifby, your Counfcl, has in contemplation 
to prepare claufes that will remove thefe difficulties; and in the mean time it appears 
to me, to be advifable that proceedings for thefe penalties fhoulcl be fufpended. 

R* C. Carr.. 

4th Nov' 1802. 



No'. 57. ' ' ■ . • • 

’ The Examination of Mr. JAMES STOYTE} taken on Oath, the fisth 
. and ninth days of February 1807. 

This Examinant fald;, 

He is firfl; Clerk of the Minutes in the Office of the Secretary to the Commif- 
fioners of Excife ; that it is liis duty, and the duty of ihe fecond Cleik of chat Office, 
•alternately, to examine the Certificates of the feizurt-s of Stills, Heads, and Worms, 
.which are returned to the Board, .quarterly 5 and to afeer-.ain the ccrredlnefs of the 
claims made under them for bounties or rewards on account of fuch feizures. 

.When that account is made our, and the initials of himfelf and the feeond Clerk, 

of 
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of the Minutes thereto fobferibed, an order iffi-ies .for the payment of the bounties 



Soiifc times within the two laft years, this bounty to the O.dicers, Conftablcs, and 
Yeomanry has been reduced by one half, in cafes not accompanied with the recovery 
of penalties anainiT: the Townlands or Parillics ; but in order to ftimulate the exer- 
tion’s of the OfEcers, Conftables, and Yeomanry, to the two former double the original 
bounty and to the latter the original bounty is paid, where thofe penalties have been 



recovered. 



Stoyte, 



J. S. Rochfori, 
Fred- Ceale. 
Robert Alexander. 
Cha' Saxten. 



No. 58. 



The Examination of Mr. JOHN NOBLE TALBOT i taken on Oath, 
the leventh and twentieth days of February 1807. 



This Examinant faith, , ^ . 

He is keeper of the Diaries in the Office of the Secretary to the Commiffioners of 
Excifej that quarterly Returns of the number of unlicenfcd Stills feized are made to 
the Board of Excife, in order to entitle the perfons making the feizure, to the bounties 
allowed by the Handing regulations of' the Board ; that tnefe Returns clo not in general 
contain fuch particulars of the feizure, a.s may enable the Board to judge of the pro- 
priety of commencing a profecution, unlefs where Officers have been fpecuilly fent 
out for thepurpofej in which cafe, either the Officer reports the circumftanccs of 
the feizure, or returns drafts of informations founded thereon to the Board, for their 

"PP”'’*'- Jn‘mkTaa„. 



J. S. Rochfort. 
Fred‘s Geale. 
Robert Alexander. 
Cha' Saxton. 



No. 59. 



General Order, Excife Office, Dublin, 

InI® 21. ift September 1794. 

Sir, 

The Board having taken into confideration, the heavy expence attending the 
feizure of private Stills, 2 ec. in the differcntdiltrifls of this Kingdom, and the general 
.inefficacy of the fervices, as in the majority of thofe hitherto performed the Still, 
Head, and Vform, have not been feized, but only a part, as the Still, or the Still and 
Head, or the Still and Worm. That the veflcls in many inftances have not been 
•deftroyed, nor the Pot Ale fpilled ; and that where the whole are not taken or dc- 
•rtroyed, there remains encouragement to the private Dlftiller to commence again ; and 
that there has not been that proper and necelfary exertion to perfect the fervice. And 
the Board having, through his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, communicated with 
the Commander in Chief upon a new fyllem refpefling the Military, and his Excel- 
Jcncy and tlie Commander in Chief having approved of the fame, the Board direct 
fehat the following regulations do take plaVe, 

Th€ 
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The Miiicary to be paid for the Seizure of 

S-.'ijeaiit. Corporal. Frivaie. 

S. d. S. d. S. d. 

A Still, Head, and Worm - -1141--81I--55 

- Still and Head 81^ - -5 iif ~ - 3 9z 

- Still and Worm - - _ - 

- Still 4 10^ - - 3 - - 3 3 

- Head and Worm - - 66 - -44 ~ - 3 3 

-Head or Worm - - - - 33 - -22 - - i -/§ 



And as a further encouragement, for every forvice prerformed in the day a fimilar 
bouncy will be paid, v/ith a fubfiftence of is. id. to each of the Infantry and Cavalry 
when on foot, and is. yid to each of the Cavalry when mounted, who may be called 
on fuch expeditions. 

And as it is not luppofed that the Officers always have a fufficient command of 
money to fubfift the Military, and lie out of it until their quarter bills are paid, you 
may advance to each Officer what vou foail deem fufficient for fubfiftence to the 
Military called out 5 which fum or fums you are to repay yourfelf, out of the amount 
•of each Officer’s quarterly bill, when ordered. 

And you are to inform all your Officers, that the Board command them, on pain 
of their extreme difpleafure, to pay the Miiicary the fubfiftence hcicDy allowed them 
in money; that they may procure refreffimenis in the manner n;ioft pieafing to 
themfelves. 

It appearing that the Revenue Officers have frequently taken out a greater number 
of Affiftants than neceflary, and kept them out a number of days together, without 
poficive informations, thereby incurring a heavy expence to the Crown without an 
adequate advantage : — In order therefore to prevent fuch practices in future 

The Revenue Officer taking out the party, as a reward for his fcrvices, and 
in lieu of all expence for reirelhmtnc, horfe "hire, car hire, &c. is hereafter to be 



Forfeizing a Still, Head, and Worm 




. 


£■ 

- I 


S. 

2 


d, 

9 


- - - a Still and Head - 


- 


- 


- 


- 0 


16 


3 


- - - a Still and Worm 


- 


- 


- 


- 0 


16 


3 


- - - a Still 


- 


- 


- 


0 


X I 


4i 


- - - a Head and Worm 


- 


- 


- 


0 


I I 


4i- 


- - - a Head or Worm - 


- 


- 


- 


- 0 


5 


5 



And when a Conftable is with a party, he is to be paid the fame fubfiftence and bounty 
as the Military. 

None of the aforefaid bounties to be paid but for articles which, at the dme of 
feizure, are deemed by you as ferviceablc, nor uiiiil the Revenue Officer, Serjeant, of 
Corporal commanding the party, and the Cunft'abk, make oath before you, or other 
proper Officer for raking affidavits in the Revenue, that all the vefteh, which upon 
diligent fearch could be found, were effeftually difeharged, and the Pot Ale fpilled 
in fuch a manner as to be irrecoverable; which affidavit is to be annexed to the 
Return of the fervice and expence as delivered in to you, and you are to annex 
your Certificate of the articles feized being ferviceable or ocherwife, and of their 
having been in your prefence efFedlually broken up and rendered iifclcfs for 
dialling; which Returns are to be exactly conformable to fpccimen herewith fenc 
you. 

And it having been obfcrved„fthat the Revenue Officers frequently demand ajarger 
party of the Army than nccelTary, and particularly t'ut cney take out the Cavalry . 
mounted, at times when, from the fttuacion of the Country, they cannot be uiefully 
employed on. horfcback. 

You are to caution your Officers againft fuch improprieties, and inform them, that 
in any inftance where fimilar mifcondufl fhall be difeovered, chc-Board will not only 
make them defray the expence, but will lay on them other marks of their great dif- 
-pleafure; and you are to charge them at the fame time, not to quit the Military on 
any focounc or pretence whatever, from the moment they receive diem in cha.'-gc, 
•yntii they return them back to quarters. 

And the Board having been informed, that in many inftances the Soldiery were 
•defrauded by the Revenue Officers, who, taking advantage of their ignorance of the 

J24. jS proportion 
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prorortion of the dilTerent fcizurcs made by them, to which they are entitled, receive 
p-cit fnare alon" with .their own, and feldom account w'lih the Military for any part 
tiiereof You are to hold in your hands the proportion of each fcizure to which the 
Military (55 affiftants) are entitled, and pay tire fame .to the Commanding Officer of 
the rei'lircnt, or detachment, to which the party may belong, and to no otlier perfon ; 
fiivinoa regular ftatement of the ■ produce of fuch fcizure, and the divifion thereof,- 
wi'h°the fame. And the Board inform you, that in any inftance where you depart 
ifrora this order, they will compel you to pay the Military fuch ftim or lums as may 
be loft to them by your-neglca. - - ' 

And you are to take fpccial care, that all Sttll, &c. fcrvices are returned to you, 
aBtccable to the form herewith fent you, and that they be properly filled, before you 
tbmfmit I hem to the Board 1 all which regulations are to take place from the firft of 
Odfober ncxfinclufivc, to which time you are to call upon your Officers for a Return 
■ cfail fervices which have been performed prior thereto, and tranfmit them to the 
Board in fourteen days from that day, or lubjedt yourfeif to a fine of £. l. 2. 9. wnich 
will be increafed in proportion to the delay ; and if the Officers omit making their 
Iteturns in proper time, to enable you to comply herewith, their expence will not be 
p-id And the Returns arc to be made henceforward for each quarter, ending on the 
■j'lft day of December, 31ft day of March, 30th day of June, and 30th day of Sep- 
tember, in every year, in fourteen days after the above appointed periods ; that is to 
ftv the raid Returns muft be put into the Poll Office by you, fo as to be with the 
BoLrd on the 14th January, 14th April, 14th July, and 14th Oftober, after each 
preceding quarter ; and if there is no affirmative there muft be a negative Return ; or 
failino thcrem, you will incur the penalty before-mentioned; and you are to inform 
your'bfficers, that if the fault of not making the Returns in proper time lies with 
them, the Board will not order them the bounties hereby appointed; 

1 Herewith you will receive a fufficient number of copies of this Order, and of the 
fpecimen of the Return ; and you arc to deliver to each Officer in your diftria. Pre- 
ventive as well as Revenue, one of each, which he is to keep by him, both for the 
government of his condua, and that he (hall not have an exctife of want of know-- 
Icdtre of the regulations or form— the Board being determined never to admit of 
anjT for the difobedience of thefe orders. 

^ - By Order of the Commiffioners, 

Vaun Montgomery. 



General Order, Excife Office, Dublin, 

n 8th January 1795. 

Sir, . 

Application, in fome few inftance.s, having been made to the Board, refpe£ting the 
diftribmion of the produce arifing from the fale of Stills, Heads, and Worms feized., 
when cut up and fold after condemnation ; and it having been the invariable rule to 
give fuch produce to the feizing OfBcer, in lieu of fundry expences incurred by him, 
the Board did not think it necefliiry to make any remark upon that particular in their 
General Order of ift September laft. 

I am direSed by the Board, to inform you that the emire produce by fhe fale of 
fuch Stills, Heads, and Worms, as fhall be feized in your dilbidt, is to be paid to the 
feizing Officer, as heretofore, the Board confidcring the bouncy paid to the Military 
upon fuch feizure, as fully compenfating them for their trouble. Of all other feizures, 
the Military arc to have the fhare of affiflants, as mentioned in General Older of ift 
September ia'lj and it is the defire of the Board, that this Ordcr.be annexed to fa:d 
General Order of ift September. 

-By Order of.che Commiffioners, 

.Vaun Montgomery. 
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General Order, 
N" iG. 



Excifc Office, Dublin, 

ift September 1801. 



The very great expence which has attended the fclzure of private Stills in many 
■Darts of Ireland, having for fomc time paft been a fubjcct which has much engaged 
die Board’s attention, and having maturely confidered the farr.e, they arc perfuaded 
that thepilncipal caufe of the accumulation of this expence, is owing to the Revenue 

’■Officers not obferving a •ftridl adiierence to chat part of their General Order of the 

ift September 1794, which relates to the Officers taking out a greater number of 

Afliftants than neceflary, -without poTitive informations. , , 

In order therefore to remedy this abufe, and to reftridt the Officers power, the Board 
will not in future admit of any Officer calling out a ftronger Military party, than one 
•Serjeanr, one Corpora), and tweive private Men, except on particular occafions 5 and in 
fuch cafes it muft be -fandlrioncd with your approbation, the neceffit-y of which you 
are to certify upon the Officers Qiiarccriy Return. And as in many diarifts hired men 
have been taken out with the Military, the -Board dired, jhac tlie praa-ice of doing 
fo be difeontinued, except in fuoh places as the Army or Yeomanry are not ftacioned, 
Dr whofe affiftance cannot be readily obtained, which you are al^fo to cerufy with the 

^rn^difBo^rd having obferved, that the affidavits cf the Officers have been 
frequently returned, without the Serjeant or Corporal -and Conffiablc being included, 
aareeably to the Standing Orders you arc to enjoin your Officers to a comphpee 

■with this requifite, .on pain of the Board s difpleafure. . , 

And the Board expeft that you will be particular in not tranfmitting -any Return of 
fervices, without their being perfcCtly made according to regulation, and herewith you 
will receive a fufficient number of the forms of the Returns, to be diOrribuced through 
your diftrid ; and the Certificate of the demolition of the Stills, &c. is to be made 
exadly agreeaibly to the alteration therein. 

And the Board will not admit of or receive any Rerurn of fcrvice that thall not 
come through the Colledors j and acquaint you, that in every, inftance where, the 
Returns ffiall be made contrary to the Handing regulations, .the fame will be fcnc 

back without the poftage being .paid. , • r 1 • n. 

And in order that the OfKcers may not plead ignorance on this fubjebt, you 
.are to furaiffi each of them with a Copy of this Order .for the government 
4if .their .condud, in addition to the Board’s Order of the ill.Septembei 1794* 

%prder of the Commiffioners, 

..i. l-P'orlhingtcn. 



3T 
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General Order, 
N- 7 - 



Excife Office, Dublin, 

2ift February 1803. 



Sir, 

The Board having taken into confideration, the inconveniences that have often 
arifen from the irregular manner in which the Return of unaatiicable Stills feized, 
have been made to the Board ; and having reafon to underftand. that bounties and 
expences on the feizures of Stills, have in fome inftances been improvidencty paid, 
from want of a due examination of ihofe Sails, and into the nature of the fei vices 
ailedged to have been performed, prior to thofe Returns being made to the Board. 

The Board dire£l you, in the firfl: inflance, to have particular reference to their 
printed General Orders on this fnbjeft, d.ated 6rft September 1794, eighth January 
17QC, and firft September 1801 (copies of which you have cndolcd), and toobferve 
and carry into effedt every regulation therein contained j it being the Board s deter- 
mination, in future, to hold every CoUeftor refponQble for the due obfcrvance of 
ihcfc regulations i and you are to take care, that the_ whole of the Recui ns for each 
quarter, be cranfmitced together through you, and not in any inftance by the Oncers 
themfelvesi for which purpofe, you arc peremptorily to call on the fcveral Officers 
concerned, to fend in their Returns to you in due time, and before the dole of each 
quarter, acquainting them, that in default thereof the Board will not afterwards atrend 
to their applications 1 and the Board diredt, that before you give your Certificate of any 
Still that you do fee that the fame has been adtually depofitcd in the Revenue Stores, 
and that you do, in perfon, and not by delegation to another, examine minutely the 
fcveral Stills feized for which bounties are claimed; and alfo, if needtary, the 
Officers who feizc the fame, in order to afeertain and ftace to the Board, whether 
each and every of the faid Stills were in a ferviceable ftate at the time of fcizure, 
and were adudly ufed in dlftiiiing, or whether the fame were worn out and feized, 
or delivered in when no longer fit for ufc, and of courfe not entitled to bounty, which 
you are particularly to diftinguifh in your Certificate ; and you are carefully to fee all 
Rich Stills fo completely cut up or demolifhed, as to be incapable of being repaired or 
again uied in diltiliing; and the Board finding, _ that iii very few infianccs where 
Stills arc feized, any proceedings have been had, cither againft the Townlands 
feized, or againft the perfons with whom the fiimc were found, from which neglecr, 
the evil of private diftiiling is not fufficiently difeouraged, and leaves_ a ftrong 
doubt on the mind of the Board, that either there is often collufion in making 
chefe feizures, or that the Officers do not do their duty in puniffiing the oftenders. 



The Board diredt, that in future, where it appears from your Certificate, that no 
proceedings have been had agairift the T.dwnland, or the Owner of the Still feized, 
ihat only one-half of the ufual bounties be paid, ro all perfons concerned (the 
Military excepted, who arc to be paid as ufual); andas an encouragement to the 
Revenue Officers, or any others as Affiftancs (except Military) that they be paid 
double the ufual bounties in all cafes wliere fuch proceedings, before ftated, have been 
completed, and the money recOvefed ; and you are to be particular, in every uiftcince, 
to report whether thofe proceedings have taken place or not, and whedier the money 
bas been paid or levied, in order that the Board may pay the bounties accordingly . 

And the Board make no doubt, but you will fee the necefficy of a ftricl attention 
tn this part of your duty, when, you refledl on the great funis quarterly paid for ex- 
j)ec''-s'and for bounties to the Military and ocher Affiftancs, and to the Revenue 
* ■ Officers 
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Officers on thofe fervices 5 and vou are particularly to acknowledge the receipt of* 
this Order, and communicate the fame to all your Officers, that none may hereafter 
plead ignorance thereof. 

^ By Order of the Commiffioners, 

George fValler. 

Colleflo'r. 



No. 61. 

Amount of cofo of proceedings, againft a Parilh, for the penalty i 

cafe not traverlcd, and judgment for the informant - - -j ^ 

The like in a cafe traverfed, and verdift for the Informant - - i6 16 4 

The like inacafe not traverled,andjudgment for Pariflr - ^ 3 H 3 r 

Thelike in a cafe traverfed, and verffia: for fame - - • - 16 17 o| 

John Edwards^ SoF. 



124. 
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No. 62. 



Ak AC COTJNT of the Number of IjifpeSors Generals, ‘Surveyors, Gaugers, and Supernismerary 
Giiagers, nO‘v employed on the Grofs and P,.e£Htying DiSil'er's ; diiiinffuilhing thofs who are on 
DiJliNeries cmly, and ihofe who are Jointly on them and ocher Branches of the Revenue j with the 
Salaries annexed to each Officer. 



OFFICERS NAMES. 


Situation in the 
REVENUE. 


DUTY employed on 


Amount of 
S.^LARY. 


W" n. Swan 
And'^' Graham • 

Rob' Johnilon - - ■ 

J. B. Fuzimrnons - 
Nich’ Fanning 
Tho' K.nox Magee 


J Inp'Gen’ of J 
I Ireland j 
Infp' of Exche , 
dnlp' Gen' - ' 
D" - - ' 

D“" - - ' 

D“ - - , 

1 


DUlillcry and other Branches of the Revenue - 
D® - - - • D» - . 

D® - - . D® - - 

D® - - - D“ - - 

D® - - - D® . - - 

D° - - - D® - - 


£■ s. d, 

565 3 9 

i;o 0 0 
150 0 0 
150 0 0 
150 0 0 
150 0 0 


.Adam Leech 


i 

Surveyor - - 1 


Grofs Dilllllery onlv ----- 




Beau. Hill . 


D“ - . 


D® 


' 70 0 0 


Rich*' Star - - . , 


D» - - : 


D® 




John Birch - - - | 


D“ - - 


D“ 


70 0 0 


Job*' Sen' Latty - - j 

Beau. Hill is in charge of 


D-’ - - 

two Surveys, viz 


D® 

.. St. 'C.atharines and St. Francis. 


70 0 .0 


Dan‘ Logie - . - 


D" - - 


D“ 


65 0 0 


■W" Mockicr 


D® - - 


D® 


: 6; 0 0 


J. B. Lovecc - 


D" - . 


Di.dillery and ocher Branches of the Revenue - 


6500 


Edw^ S. Edgar - 


. - 


D® . - . . 


65 0 0 


^dw'' f, Savage 


D® - - 


D° - - - - 


65 0 0 


John Dawfon 


D“ - - 


D“ - - - - 


6; 0 0 


Rob' Dorman 


D® - - 


D® - - - - 


65 0 0 


Manin Cafey 


D“ ■ - 


D® - - - - 


65 0 0 


W“ Clarke - 


■D® - - 


D® - - - - 


65 0 Q 


Tho’ Edwards 


D’ - - 


. . . - D® - - - - 


65 0 0 


^VV'" Downes - - - 


D“ - - 


D° - - - - 




Tho’ Taylor 


D® - - 


D® - - - - 


65 0 0 


Gamble Quinn 


D” - - 


D® - - - - 


65 0 0 


Edw** KlCemere 


D® . - 


D® - - - - 




AnP" Graves 


D® - - 


D® 




JCingfton Roach 


D" - - 


. • . - D- . - . . 


6c 0 0 


Edw** Wili'on - 


D® - - 


D“ - - - . 


65 0 0 


•]oiin Morg.an 


D» - - 


RcGiners and D® 


60 0 0 


Rich'* Lewis 


D° - - 


D® - - D® - - - - I 


65 0 0 


Peter Bardin 


D® - - 


D® - - I>® - - - . ; 


65 0 0 


Arthur Hugo 


Gauger - - 


Grefs .DilHlIers only - - • - • 


40 0 0 


■Oliver Daly - - - 


D® . - 


D® 


40 0 0 


Bafil Gray - 


D’ - - 


D“ 


40 0 0 


Pai’"' H. Fitzg.^rald 


D“ - - 


D® 


40 0 0 


.And'' Motton 


D° - - 


D® 


40 0 0 


James Kufh - 


D® - - 


D“ 


0 

0 


W " W. Wade 


D“ - - 


J>° 


40 0 0 


Francis Hughes 


D® . - 


D® 


40 0 0 


John Fairllough 


D® - - 


D® - 


40 0 0 


John N. Wade 


D“ - - 


D® 


40 0 0 


Fred*' Bolton - - : 


D“ - - 


D® ■ 


40 0 0 


James o'Neill - - : 


D® - - 


D“ • 




V.''"’ Cordner 


D® - - 


D’ 


40 0 0 


Eneas Coffee 


D® - - 


D® 


AO 0 0 


Peter Cooce - 


D® - . 


D® - - - 


40 0 0 


Tho’ Gill, jnn'' 


D® . - 


D® 


40 0 0 


Rich‘S Penhall 


D® - - 


D® and ocher Branches of the Revenue 


40 0 0 


JohnCafsy - 
Tho' Clarke 


D” - . 


D® - - D» - - 


40 0 0 


D® - - 


D® - . D« - - 




Fran’ Matliews 


D“ - . 


D® - - D® - - 


40 0 0 


Rich'’ G. ICellett 


D® - - 


D® - - D’ - - 


40 0 0 


rVnd” Wallace 


D» - - 


D® - . D® - - 


40 0 0 


Hcnxy Armftrong - 


D® - - 


D® - - D® - . 


40 0 D 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



N‘62.] Oh- FEES, GRATUITIES, &c.— (Exdfe.) 153 



OFFieERS NAMES. 


Situation ill the 
REVENUE. 


DUTY employed on.’ 


Amount of 
SALARY. 


joh-n Flammond ■- 


Gauger - - 


GrofsDilli'lei s only & Other Branches of the Rev® 


£■ <■ 
40 0 


o'. 

0 


John Blackham 


■ D» . - 


])<>.- . 


40 0 


0 


Rich'^ Blair - 


D" - - 


D* - - B“ - - 


40 0 


0 


Midi' Enierfon 


D» - - 


D’ - - B® - - 


40 0 


9 


Tlio’ Gin, fen’’ 


D“ - - 


D® - - D'‘ - - 


40 0 


0 


Bcv' Buchanan 


D° - - 


D® - - D» - - 


40 0 


0 


John White - - - 


- - 


D“ - - D® - - 


40 0 


0 


ohn Corbett 


D« - - 


D® - - D® - - 


40 0 


0 


Matth'' Colgan 


D’ - 


B® - - D“ 


40 0 


9 


•paB WaylanJ 


, D° - . 


D® - - I)» - - 


40 0 


1* 


W'" Colcloogh 


! D" - - 


D® - - D° 


40 0 


0 


Dan' O'Hara 


D” - - 


Refliliers only ------ 


40 0 


0 


Artli' Murphy 


D° - - 


D® 


40 0 


0 


Laur. Dooley 


1 - - 


D® 


43 0 


0 


Cha* Holton 


U' - - 


D® 


40 0 


0 


Francis Fitzgerald 


D’ - - 


D® 


40 0 


0 


Rich'* JohnUon 


DO - - 


D® and other Branches of the Revenue 


40 0 


0 


John Kirby . - - 

iain' Atkin 


D“ - - 


D® 


40 0 


Q 


D“ - - 




40 0 




John Ryan - - - 


Supernu.Tierary 


Grols DiHillers only - - . - - 


30 0 


0 


[. D. DaiFcron 


D« - - 


D® 


30 0 


0 


John Carroll 


D° - - 


D° 


30 0 


0 


J. B. Atkins 


D° - - 


D® 


30 0 


0 


Tho' Bone - - - 


D* - - 


D® 


30 0 


0 


'Geo. Gainford 


D" - . 


D° • 


3 X 5 0 


0 


Rich'* Fale . - - 


D“ - - 


D® and other Braaciie-sof the Revenue 


30 0 


0 


fos*' Scott _ _ - 


D« - - 


D’ - - D® - - 


30 0 


0 


,Cha’ Molloy 


D® . . 


D® - - D® . - 


30 0 


O 


W“ Tape - 


D“ - - 


D® - - D® - - ; 


30 0 


0 


Pat. Brcnan ... 


D® - - 


B® - - D® - - 


30 0 


0 


Peter Alley - - 


D° - 


B® - - B® - - 


30 0 


0 


Rob' Richardfon 


D" - - 


B® - - B® - - 


30 0 


0 


Edw'' Filzimmons - 


D“ - - 


B“ - - D® - - 


30 0 


0 


Vale. Palmer 


D* - - 


D® - - D® - - 


30 0 


0 


Geo. Bl.ickhall 


D* - - 


B® - - B® - - 


30 0 


0 


Mar. Richardfon - 


D® - - 


B’ - - B® - - 


30 0 


0 


EdW* Gavan 


D- ■ - 


D® - - D® - - 


30 0 


0 


•Henry Coldoogh - 


D“ - - 


B® - - D® . - 


30 0 


0 


Rob' Scephenlon * 


- - 


D® - - D® . - 


30 0 


0 


Stephen Bcurke 


D" - - 


D® • - D“ - - 


30 0 


0 


Tho* Smithers 


D» - - 


D® - - D“ - - 


30 0 


0 


John Blackhall 


D“ - - 


Rsdliiiers and other Branches of the Revenue - 


30 0 


0 


•Rob' Keating 


D“ - - 


D® - - D' - - 


30 0 


0 



-Red per IV. Knife, Exam^ 

Febr 14th i8o;. 




Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



